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tion which he had 
felt himſelf on t the preſent occaſion oppreſſed with a 
of Rad own 5 to do juſtice to the taſk he had under- 
taken. Undoub tedly this was for him an awful and 1 im- 
Pager criſis whicl brought to an os a queſtion which 
had gecupied, fo 1 1 of his time and labour, and in Which 
big mi es were 5 deeply intereſſed. Juſtice, however, 
would be gone to che motives; of his conduct, b 
wag its reſult... 0 be believed that ſomething | more 
8 inducements of common humanity had prompted the | 
- preſoygraves of ſo many years. It would be believed that 
he. had ated upon more ſolid grounds, and been 2 animat 
by A higher principle than merely a deſire to aboliſh 2 
practice, which was painful to, his Sn. He regret- 
red that he bad brought on the general 1 in 1 
as formerly, of movin reſol utions. This mode f pro- 
4 Ae he had been led: to adopt, in conſequende of the | 
wiſhes. of thoſe, friends with. ares! he was Connected in 
the buſineſs, to, whoſe opinions. be conſidered: Let as 
z 1 to pay Lomé regard... He v 155 ould ndeayoiir 1 
ever is much as 1 in the diſcut 
. the,queſtion point by. point, as I 5 5 convinc 
Accurate... inyel tion 
. Wanted: to, prove: the propriety. t.- 2 
' Trade, not ,gnly. from, metives ef hu 
i _ :.£oH lerations | Nr ne had 
Ang topics 
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F now his obligations 
1 tb the very honourable and polite treatment which he had 
experienced from thoſe who were of an oppolite way of 
>, thinking to himſelf, who had always ſhown to him the 
)) _— and deference, a proof that they were wil- | 
Iing that the trade ſhould be abandoned, if they could be 
convinced that the meaſure was practicable. He had al- 
ways conſidered an appeal to general feelings as a ſuſſi. 
C ciently fair criterion of the Ry of . aboliſhing the 
m rade, Such at 49 05 muſt be ſtrongly enforced 
. by an examination of the evidence, which the ſubject 
. .___©_ _ afforded. He ſhould firſt call the attention of the Houſe 
do the mode which was employed in obtaining Slaves.--- 
Oonceive a vaſt extent of territory, chiefly under the in- 
% 4 _Auence of petty Princes and great 'men, urged by their 
„„ hai on . to a practice which was always in their 
power, and reflect, whether in purſuing it they will be 


much apt to be influenced by regard to any principle of 
morality or nicety of mode. Some ſtreſs was to be laid 
upon the evidence of thoſe from whom they had acquired 
-- their information of particular facts. They were fome of 
them perſons acquainted with the country, and who had 
opportunities of being acquainted with the circumſtances, 
which they related from their own obſervation ; they had 
ſome of them been engaged in the trade, and though now 
entirely unconnected with it, might {till be ſuppoſed: to 
xexetetain a prejudice in its favour. If they went up fo far 
3 2 . had the des er Caph Wilſon and 
„II 8 e there, that the moſt common 
maol of obtaining Slayes was, for a Chief to ſend out a 
„ mop by night, who ſeized forcibly upon thoſe whom they 
| __ could find, and marked their progreſs with deſolation. 
Il.1cꝗ be unhappy victims of their rapine were delivered up to 
1 3 the "Engliſh, and : conſigned. by their own coun yr le n, 
„!! from the vileſt conſiderations of intereſt; to all the horrors 
oel flavery; There was a material difference in the teſti- 

mamony of theſe two gentlemen; the one had been in the 
country while the trade was carrying on, when he had 
An opportunity of obſerving” the practice; the other had 
deen in the country at a time When there were no ſhips 
were, at which time the practice did not prevail, 2 clear 
proof that it was only adopted for the purpoſes of this in. 
|  _ famous trafic. At Gambia Capt, Hills wanted 'a _ 
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bos Who were playing, and when Captain Hills expreſſed . 
his diſapprobation of the intention, which he SN of 0 „„ 
ſeizing one of them, ſeemed to conſider” it entirely as 3 5 . ; i Ps 
matter of . and was quite aſtoniſhed that he could'” oe 
have any object lion. General Rooke uſed to be e, 
z body of negroes, who enjoyed themſelves in the ſociet = 5 8 "0 
of the Fo liſh with the utmoſt confidence and rents | „„ 
A propoſal Was made to him by ſome of the brokers 9 15 1 
auch me, off as haves.” When hes in the ſtrong 15 rl 
manner, diſapproved « of io flagrant a Taki of ſu ee 55 | 5 W 
and. breach: eb confi res they Ns. 2 4 Art e 
common ractice, cemed- furpri at any dou s ee 
could be _ 1 of its „ When 'the com 5 
on 304 e of obtaining. Slayes was attended with any dif- e 
5 it was uſual. to go. among them turniſhed' ä 
quantity of brandy. and Snowden, in order to ineite be 2} 
pogf Wren s. to war, to ſow among them the ſeeds of „ 
nſion an fury, And to furniſh ale: With the 7 7 N 
ments of mutual Teſtu lic, The deſign won. ooo 
45 Shves thoſe who ſhould be taken. in 'war, to make a 1 . e 
property. of calamity, and dtive a trade of carnage and de⸗ e 
ſolation, The perſons who were engaged in theſe. e 
tices had become ſo hackneyed: in the buſineſs, as to 15 FT 
inſenſible of their ene and callous to bor common ä 
feeling of. humanity, - . 3 i Sn 
vidence had been e | of thoſe. "who: had Co” „ 
villages el and ec in conſequence of this 5 17 Fre AI 
human rapine, Orders had been aſcertained to have been 
given to bring i 5 Slaves by theſe methods of violence and 
injuſtice. But ſhould he e into the detail of aten, 
„ be would be Myr the neceſfity of 3 the ſame dall 
dar Hatrative through. a train: of facts too numerous to 
a. Wh come _ under one point of Mew. Fo ſhould: n 
hs e himſelf with referring to them, as occaſion. de- 
"ER man ded,” i in the courſe of the debate. 1 aferences. might. 
be drawn of ſome importance to the deciſion: of the „ 6 
_ 1 and no lad ſtreſs, in- he | 1 caſe 1 was: * be Wh * 
& nume 
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1 eee which; 1 nin ads. 
ſifelyiths moſ#timproper; "They were either Governors) | 
_ of fort or Captains! who were engaged im the. trade, 

whole: 'fselings" -mlghtbe ſuppoſed to+beiblunted:! by their 


| fanallinginy with" -the bulineſs; and: whoſe: judgments were: 
_ ehtifely® untleriche Influence pf: thoſe | decjudices ee 


had tendency*toptodude, - Their teſtimony was coir 
derably v ea ned by thecinconſiſtenoiesrinto which-- mays - 


were 8 and the abſurdity and inſufficiency; of; thei ' 


actufione-whichi/theyiattemjubd-to;draw-from the pre- 


| & 

mes J would: not Neger beer, any. ee „ 

occurred, of any impropri 'Commurtcec. int 

thidep ever} by 65 wh J 
the! (de ie a Julie, rage vo 
the” gan WI 
the Aria bl decbrum; and regulated upon principles of 
the mol nous pabe F Mer. run by 4 ſpirit of the moſſi 
1 . A cle wn -_ LN 
perfectly" + thi Were into; ſlavery 
de 2 . — convicted. As well might it: bo, 
ſaid, that it was impefnble fon the King of this country, 
b exerciſing any traffic of which he: Was in poſſeſſion, te | 
obtain 4 commed of whichihe ſhould: be deſirous from 
another riftion-” There was another circumſtance. which 
deſerveck to be Wmasksds In orden t prove che diſad- 
vantages under which the Negroes laboured: in their own 
ecuntry, it was 40 that the doααtty Was in a wild and 


barbarous ſtate, that t juſtice was on a feeting of total in- — 


ſecurity, and that nothing could be more precarious: than 
the {464 and Senor of its miſerable-inhahitants. . But 
when: it was found necefſary to ſhift the ground, imme 
Fs diately it appeared that what not all the reg lations of 

Jeziflzelys por „ not all the. diſcernment of Judicial wif, | 
925 not all the caution of impartial juſtice could effect 


me moſt civilized countries, there could be no fuch | 


| thing as à falſe” donviction; nay ſuch was the ſecurity | 
which they enjoyed from the aſſaults-of violence, from the _ 
- indehiniutions 'of fraud; that there had not even occurred 
i ſingle inftarice/of kidnapping. Surely, ſurely, accounts 
ſ6 oppoſite from the ſame mouth, carried with them an 
dt of contradiftion, and could only be . accounted. * 
from the. influence ef an African Climate. Indeed, there 
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by. it was perfectly, impoſſi- 


Pe FFI 


TORE i 0 at 2 diftance- from- the coaft;; but on the 
„ ul ts made 8. a N 8 * 231 Ln 20 in great 


. them, Wat © tit vented TR Brag Dong: I 29 


0 8 rea 1 which placed them all in one point of 
vier, an 
name medium. There was one convenience in this at- 
moſphe te, it preſented to a man the object only in the 
moſt deſirable light, and did not oblige him to fee. an; 
tting againſt his own' intereſt. Mel Barnes, on a differ- 
ent occaſion, ſeemed to de influenced * Buy 1 70 ian 
. habit of thinking. . e „„ "TT 


allowed them only to be ſurveyed; \through. the 4 


in b I 


When he was examined oe N tra 


1 had been engaged, and aſked 15 he knew 7 thing of 
| th racee oſdteotont 2/00 


9---he had never heard -of eb! 1 bing; 71 che, couls 


C  eould give no accbunt of it; it was not/even_poflibl 
him to form a notion that ſuch à thing could be practiſed. 
- He would by no means inſinuate, that Mr. Baines: Soul 

be acquainted with the thing from his -n practice; 45 
fſurely be muſt have heard of it, nor could it be ih; = 
5 8 ſuch 2a matter of extreme difficulty as he pre ended to 
Cebive, that it exiſted.” But indeed whatever male pr Fark es 
arte committed in Africa, thoſe: who: are engaged in the 
trade take care that they hall not at al be conſcious of 
te villainy. It is che ws) maxim of the African Cap- 


tains never to e ee the mode of obtaining a Slave, 


le is offered to fale ele Broker; they purchaſe bim, 


nd the bargain is concluded with perfect fairneſs on their 


part. No e though the Broker ſhould be ſeen in the 
very a& of violence and injuſtice; no watter though he 
mould have been employed by them, to ſerve the intereſts 
ol their inhuman tram̃e by carnage and deptedation. They 
ſie nothing they know nothing; they can give no account 
of the matter; their buſmeſs conſiſts merely in making 
the purchaſe, and their ſhare of the tranſ: tion terminates 
when that is concluded. Since ſuch is theſ 
im, every idea of information from this quarter is mereiy 
2 -a deluſion.” It would be difficult indeed to learn from men 
What it is their intereſt to 'conceal, and their determinati- 
„ on not to know. And in conſequence. of this ſyſtem, only 


eir Srand max. 


two inſtances of 1 we are told, have occurred 


mh within 8 As a proof that the Captains are con. 
Terned in 


dnappings/ the natives are alarmed. whenever a 
Slave-ſhip makes its appearance, and take care to keep | 
contrary, upon 
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dard with bs: 17 
0 | e ry 5 5 dee nee the 
crew upon terms af the moſt eaſy familiarity; and ſtr cteſt 
Intimacy. The mode of obtaining the Slaves, indeed. 
carried every where alarm and danger, marked its 8 
with caruage, and left behind it the monuments . 
and deſolation. But painful as this view of the Ws: | OY 
might ſeem, the next ſtage was ſtill worſe. - Of their 
treatment on board ſhip he had on à former occaſion ſpo ke 
ſo fully, as to render little neceſſary to be now added. llt 
could not be requiſite to point out the hardſhips whick 
they ſuffered from the narrow ſpace in which they were 
crowded, in a climate, the heat of which was intolerable. 
Could the Houſe be tranſported to view their ſum of ge- 
neral miſery---could it enter into every tale of nee 
woe, his taſk would then become unneceſſary; 0 
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would ſuperſede all force of argument, or eloquence. of 2Y 
. perſuaſion ; every heart and voice would concur in he J 
5 0 of a mẽaſure, which barely to witneſs, muſt met 
5 the boſom. with pity, and thrill the veins with horror - | 
wo The: ſufferings 0 theſe unhappy wretches are ſtrongly „C wen 
4 marked by the phraſe which is employed when any have 
Ro been ena led to throw themſelves over-board ;; 0 "They 1 
Ns have eſcaped.” To effectuate this purpoſe every. . 
ba tunity is ſo ought, every artifice i is ſtudied. Lime is . e 4 . 
1 and invention wrecked, in order to obtain death, the laſft 
s refuge of milery, the beſt friend of: deſpair. The Slave by 
| ey who is happy to lucceed in his purpoſe, exults in the ago- | 


nies of death, ſmiles amidſt the convulſions of ſtruggling 


cg TJ ature, and holds up with deſperate effort his expiring arms, 5 

| => Wh to witneſs the tranſport of eſcape! from miſery, and the 

\ q triumph which he has obtained over the avarice and cru- 8 
by 7 Wy <lty of his perſecutors. Vet the perſons who.are concerned 3 
en in the trade tell us that they ſleep with comfort. In order ke 
_ 0 fleep with comfort, it would ſeem neceſſary that > 
ile I fhould at leaft have room to lay on their backs. Yet the | 

Beg. perſon who tells us that they can ſleep with comfort, has 

on⸗ informed us that he at one time had 333 Slaves in à veſſel | 

| 3 of 120 tons, when the 8 could not lay on their backs; Ne 

hep at another upwards | f 440; in a veſſel of 108 tons To | 

on all this while they ſleep "ths comfort; they ſuffer no in- „ 
neat convenience from the narrow ſpace; they. are expoſed to 1 
der no 8 from: 5 e ney who'a are wee 7 Ii 
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the watchful:cares:of avarice, and the conſcious ulpicions 
of erueltyn they wiſh ta ftaryedthemlſelyes,- They muſt | 
1 Fee eke, rr food de fr 10 6 i 1 
to ſupport life. It appeared-in the evidence, that a Cap- 
_ *taini had: cauſed a yam tobe preſented; to a Slave Gor | 
hand, and a hot coal in the other. The reſolutipn of the 
_  iflave was overcome by the pteſſure of immediate pain; he 
iAthrew away the ooal and accepted the Jam, and the Cap. 
ctain congratulated himſelf upon the artifice of ingenious | 
druelty. Yet it had: been ſaid, that their ſituation in our 
+colonics: was preferable to their mode; of liying in their 
down country. The fact was not true. At home their 
Slaves were only:vallals, eat along with their maſters, were 
mot allowed to be puniſhed, worked but little, and in fine | 
1 e all the: eaſe and comfort which are conſiſtent with 


73 555 +orrafions; ſhewn ee capable of exertions of ge- 
nius, and in no reſpect indicated any inferiority to any 
bother race of men. The idea that they were in any re- 
iſpect different from ourſelves Was abſurd; the belief that 
God had marked them out as objects of his, vengeance, af 
._..-_ - Iferious, Was really to be Pitieds and;: if otherwiſe, could 
not be too ſevereſy reprobated. But it had been aſſerted 

_ © +by«hoſe againſt; chat the Trade was neceſſary to the pre- 
ſeiervation oß our Weſt⸗ Indian poſſeſſions- When he made 
dau af the phraſe & thoſe againſt, he deſired to be under- 
db ſtood to do it only by way of distinction. 1. All, he wa 
_ +convinced, had but ons rs ih and one voice upon the ſub- | 
— tijectrandwwould moſt chearfully.concus i in abandoning. the be at 
_ + trade; if. they enuld be:ſhewn that it Was practicable. To were 


bene; 3 zſpaceiof 3 2 le Ae. ö 
- cent for all aer poſezof: caſe.and health te a human be. 
Ang 5 nay it in ient for the repolg-and Humber of hu- | 
_maniumitery. Provented: from dramning themſelves, by 


a · rude ſtate of ſociety. The Negroes had, on different 


in the-prefent-caſe, no object of en could form 


any conſideration. But if it could be prove, that even to ſea 
t in @political-point of view, inſtead of being- pernicious, 

_  t=the abolition of the trade would be highly uſeful ;- if be o ſuc 
-  zrſhauld-even at/proſent ſucceed in proving that it was not on fs 
- ._- $:zpuinous; he ſhould oonſider that he 2 All tl 
am ſhoulldd think himſelf. entitled to call. Punt the abolition 
Gd eee, The preſent queſtion, he remarked, hal 
„ 7 Rn _ OW TION 


gained a point, 


. ha too mucl 
| © ms 


even 
icious, 
if be 
as not 


point, | 


olition 
d, had 


MON: 


had been employed for the nobl 


| gour. In ſhort. 


OG who had receiv 
» 6 

_ Beſides, they did not enjoy legal protection; and in con- 
ſequence of this ne from the common privileges of 


1 


. (ur 1 | 

| acrimony. That acrimony had rievet exiſted in his mind. 
He had ſeparated general cauſes and effects. He had ac- 
quitted the intentions and diſpoſitions of thoſe who were 
concerned in the Trade. While he had regretted the ten- 
dency of all power to lead to abuſe, he, at the ſame time 
acknowledged with the greateſt pleaſure, that — it 
appineſs 


1d beer purpoſe, the 

of their fellow-creatures. The cauſes of the decreaſe of 
Slaves were numerous and extenſive: in their operation, 

and yet he would take upon him to affirm, that no actual 

decreaſe had taken place. Slavery had a tendency to de- 

baſe and degrade the character, to fink the man in the 

ſcale of creation. In the abſence of the owners of pro- 
perty, Slaves were apt to be treated by their Managers 
with harſhneſs and rpms. 3 They were pinched in their, 
food, over-burthened with work, and /puniſhed with ri- 
| ort they experienced all the ilb uſage which 
could be dictated by low minds influenced by the moſt 
ſordid: motives. He here recurred to the moſt reſpectable 
evidence, to confirm his account of the treatment of 
ſlaves. They were in general not ſufficiently fed. The 
proportion of food allowed them in different iſlands, ſo 
very unequal, clearly proved that this muſt be the caſe, 
and the influence of a good or bad crop, upon their ap- 
pearance, ſhowed that the ſtipulated quantity of proviſions 
was not ſufficient. They were neglected in point of me- 
dical care, One man only was entruſted with the charge 
of the health of eight or nine thouſand, a number which 


rendered it quite impoſlible to pay all of them the requiſite 


attention. 


They were not leſs neglected in point of religious and 


moral inſtruction, even white it was allowed that it would 


be attended with the moft beneficial conſequences. They 
were left to the pernicious indulgence of hahits of intem- 


perance, and early proſtitution. No attempt was made 


to ſeaſon their minds with principles of piety, or improve 


their conduct by moral precepts ; though the advantages 
of ſuch af hens mult be perceived by the effects produced 


on ſeme of the Negroes, by the arrival of certain ſectaries. 
their inſtructions, had improv- 
ch as to have doubled their value to their maſters. 


ſociety, 


It had not been conſidered or underſtood, that Negroes 


to aſcertain the number of males and females born, though 
none ſeemed better qualified to fatisfy any enquiries rela- 
tive to the beſt mode of raiſing and conducting plantations. 
He proceeded to make ſome remarks on the evidence 
%%%%ͤfrr 8888 
The evidence given by perſons of high rank had extend- 
ed through a ſeries of 30 or 40 years, during all which 
they deelared that nothing could be better than the eſta- 
bliſhed ſyſtem, and it was impoſſible that any improve 
ment could be made; yet had theſe very perſons allowed, 
that of late gs the treatment of flayes had been much 
amended. They are entirely ignorant of the circumſtance 
upon which, indeed, depends the Abolition of the Trade, 
whether it would be poſſible to keep up the breed with- 
out it. It was but lately that the r of a ſlave had 
become . e offence, a circumſtance which was re- 
garded in the country as a complete alteration of the 


yſtem of government. He refuted the idea that the 


Condition of a flave in the Weſt Indies is preferable to 


wich attended the 


that of a peaſant in this country. He ſhowed the ex- 
treme deſire of e and the high ſenſe of its bleſſings 

laves even to the laſt moments of 
their lives. He aſſerted, that in ſpite of all the cauſes of 
„„ or ES decreaſe, 


every degree of praiie that could be ee 


e 

decreaſe, the number of Slaves had really been increaſing; 
and adduced a variety of evidence, and a number of facts, 
in order to prove this growing population. In this detail, 
be had oceaſion frequently to quote the authority of Mr. 


| Roſs and Dr. Anderſon. He ſtated the amazing progreſs 
of population in thoſe places, where any one of the cauſes 
of decreaſe had ceaſed to operate, and ' inferred how much 
greater ſucceſs might be expected from a till milder fyſ- 
tem of. treatment. He again returned to the evidence of 

Mr. Hercules Roſs, whom he never could mention but 

with the greateſt reſpect, and whoſe information merited 


| n it. 
Mr. Wilberforce faid, one great ſource of oppoſition aroſe 
from the effect which it was ſuppoſed an abolition of the 


Slave Trade would have upon the trade of Liverpool and 
Briſtol ;: but he had heard nothing, nor had his opponents 


brought forward any proof to convince him that any in- 
jurious conſequence would follow, or that the capitals of 
the merchants, or the induſtry of the inhabitants of theſe 
towns, would be anywiſe diminiſhed. The Guinea Trade 
he conſidered as a lottery at beſt, where, perhaps, one 
might gain twenty thouſand pounds, but take the whole 
of the adventurers, and they would be found loſers; and 
he did not ſuppoſe if the account of profit and loſs was ba- 


lanced, that the merchants of Liverpool and Briſtol, or 


the country at large, were gainers by this horrid and inhu- 
man trade. FFC . . 
Thoſe who oppoſed the meaſure, had ſtated the exports 
from theſe places by the Slave Trade, as amounting, the 
one to 700, oool. and the other to 500,000]. but upon ex- 
amining the report laid before the Committee, the ex- 
ports from Liverpool amounted only to 400, oool. and a 


great part of that, ſhocked he was to ſay it, aroſe from 


the article of gunpowder, which was tranſported to theſe 
unhappy wretches for the deſtruction of one another. 
- He then argued, that as to general commerce, he was 
certain that it could not be affected in any degree by the 
abolition. He paid many compliments to Mr. Irvine, 
whoſe reports and candid information he often referred to, 
and never without mentioning him in the handſomeſt 
terms. He contended, that whatever might be ſaid to 
the contrary, nothing ſhort of a total abolition could an- 
ſwer the purpoſes of humanity or juſtice; and any _ 
I | ; . ation 


and harſhncſs, inſtances of Which were 100 erouded in 


in proportion to the mild 


11 


_ lation — nnn alphtect 
them, a pen F the 
Ne — rn es.7 50 cated ates: | 
5h ich r to trestment w. ome gen- 

tlemen ſaid the Slaves: met with. from their: choad | 

_ could veithor-agree: that it was fo, of that it” [fo 
ſeldom as not to be put in compariſon with the-cruelties | 


the minutes to be brought before the Houſe in detail. 
And the principle that they were well treated; betauſe it 
Was the intere of the proprietors that: they ſhould be fo, 
Was à very fallacious' one, eſpecially when it was known 
to Mo management they were left, and how. often the 
2 proprietor was abſent, and knew nothing about them. 
The abolition of ſlavery was the only way to inoreaſe the 
population, which he would prove, had always increaſed 
$ and humanity with which 
as ay oa erent eftates 
im ͤ Antigua amaica, from whence his proofs: were 
_ eſtabliſhed; after which he thought it was needleſs to add 
the diſtinction that was occaſioned! A nach bein 
| abſent, and the truſt of management , 
cruel oyerſcers, who were boch the Pres . ax EXECU- 
tioners of pu ar rag on Slaves who offended them. 
| 1 ater all, if it could be proved, that we gained ſome- 
” by the Slave Trade, rt hoped. this never 
— td pag gr gold to be ſo much her God, as to 
_ blot 22 umanity, and freedom, from che cata- 
leg 5 e of her _ It had been ſtated, that if we were 
to relin qu that trade, other nations dad continue it, 
and NEL our imprudence; but to that argument be 
never would yield, becauſe he did not believe that any 
. Fon ane would _ it up. On the — 
| would glory in having our exam to-aboliſh 
the very name of ſuch a trade from their'cpmmerce,: 
Mr. Wilberforce having ſpoken conſiderably: above I 
thres hours, he ſummed up his arguments by a moſt pa- 


75 - thetic, eloquent, and ſerious addreſs to the paſſions and 


feelings of the Houſe; after which he concluded by-mov- 


ing, That the Chairman be directed e move for leave 
e ds bring in a Bill to prevent the further importation of 


1 « Tv n or . abroad.” 


« Negroes. from the Coaft of Africa, to SF oe” u | 
ay = 


J. 
* 


 « Gratitude for the kindneſs of my Conſtituents, who ſent 


% OI. an eth Graded ncaa 


* 4 LY 


. b [ | =— -] 185 2 5 5 U 
: — ; 5 6 ; Ws. Fs a xt ah : | | Fl * R i 
after a handſome exordium, faid,---. 


me ſo honourably to this Houſe, as well as a thorough con- 
viction of the juſtice of their cauſe, impels me to vindi- 
cate their character and property, though perhaps from 
inexperience. or inability I may not be able to accompliſn 
what I fo ardently deſire. Many eminent ſpeakers will, 
no doubt, deliver their ſentiments on this queſtion, which, 
during ſour years, has attracted the attention of the em- 
pire, and which has been ſo thoroughly inveſtigated with- 


in theſe walls. Their information, ability, and eloquence 


will give dignity and conſequence to what they advance; 
J therefore not be fo anxious to detain the Houſe ;as 


* 


to expreſs my ſtatements and opinions with conſiſtent 


brevity. The ingenuity, the amplification, and the pa- 
thetic eloquence of the honourable Gentleman who Had 

juſt ſat down, — communicated no conviction to my 
mind, 1 hall proceed to arrange, as clearly as I can, my 
arguments againſt the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 
80 many branches of our Commerce are connected 
and interwoven with this queſtion, that it will be neceſſary 

to make many ſtatements, form ſeveral calculations, In 
read various extracts to elucidate the matter. Through- 


out the whole of what I have to Þ CL CRIES W- 
Our rather to Cone 


perſpicuity than embelliſhment, an 
vince the mind than bewilder the imagination. © 
Before I enter on any part of this ſubject, I think it 
neceſſary for the ſake of clearneſs, and to prove to Gen- 
tlemen that I do not mean to elude or blink any ſtrong. 
part of the queſtion, to enumerate the different heads on 


which T am about to ſpeak---I ſhall tate the origin of the 


Trade- The ſanction given to it by Government The 
manner of conducting it on the Coaſt of Africa The 


tranſit to the Weſt Indies -The employment and treat- 


ment of the Negroes in the Welt Indies - The amount 
of the property engaged in the Trade -The value of the 
Colonies te Great Britain The eagerneſs foreign Na. 


tions have diſcovered to enlarge their Slave Trade- And : 
%à%%%%V)*VVà000G000S0V00w0W0G00V0Ä00 Foo 1" 1m, 


As -far back "a the year 18535 the Englim, notwith- | 
fanding'the claim of the Portugueſe Court to an exclu- 
live trade, extended their Commerce to the Coaſt of Afri- 


Ca. 


z 4 


& ® ith the Engliſh, by Which all 


2 2 : > 


ir tugueſc,. finding. they could not 


4 A I Teaty 
« with the Engliſh, by Which all former; diſputes were 
4 adjuſted---and freedom of. Trade thither Was ſtipulated 

Andern an Commerce. We find about the Zoth of EII- 

2A ETA, ( The nation being then at war with Spain 


> 


4 


Th 


4 hold all the Coaſt folely to themſelves, made a T 


1 


" > 


Aud Portugal) a Company was eſtabliſhed, with exclu- | 


_ © bye privileges, for the better diſeovering and carrying 
„ on the Trade with Senegal and Gambia, |. 
on the Trade with Senegal and Gambia, 
I ſhall barely mention the eſtabliſhment of anothe 
Company, and the circumſtance of the trade being thrown 
2 Guring the civil wars, when the, Dutch; and Dancs 
A conſiderable injury to gur factories on dhe Coaſt of 
Aſrica. I ſhall likewiſe paſs over the encouragement and 


* 


protection given to the African Trade by Oliver Grom- 


well, the great founder of the Navigation Act, and pro- 


* 1» 


Ceed to the third ſettlement, which took. place in the year 


15662, The Engliſh, American Plantations were by 
« this time ſo much cultivated.and improved, that the de- 


& mand for ſervants and labourers was greatly increaſed, 


aid as their mother country could by no means afford 


numbers ſufficient. for their ſupply, and that they, were 


not then ſo well ſupplied with. Negrocs, ſrom.the Affi. 
can Coaſt as they withee, ſince the Trade thither bad 
«been laid open, à third, excluſive Atrican or Guinea 


„ Company was in this year, 1662, incorporated for that 


__ « diſtintion.” Anderſon on Commerce, vols. 2. p. 472. 
"Under the laſt mentioned patent, the Erade continued 
till 1697,---< When Parliament taking the African Trade 


23 
5 4 Yate of York, joined with many, perſons of rank and 


e into conſideration, thought proper to. lay, it open for 


I thirteen years; impoſing at the fame time à duty of 10 
& per cent. ad valorem: on all goods and merchandize ex- 
e At the end of this period however, the, Company 
c pyere diveſted of their charter entirely, after having re- 


& ceived ſome compenſation from Government towards 


« their expenditures on forts and other matters. And in 


_ & conſideration of the trade being laid open. to all his 
- « Majeſty's ſubjects, the Parliament allowed the ſum of 
& 16,000]. per annum to be veſted in certain merchants 


4 
t 


5 . 
3 0 5 
. af 
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id, at the head of which, was his Royal Highneſs the 


5 t 17 10 1 
4 for. the * forts and cailes for the public Sadie 1 


Theſe letters patent have ſince been conſirmed by the 1075 
of George Thus has it continued ever [on 
Trade being carried on by private merchants, from {a 


_ Briſtol, and other Bots but principally: from Liver- 8 


"Having Hated the origin. and progreſs of the Trade, I 5 
could to impreſs gentlemen ſtrongly with the recol- 
lection of the ſunction it has obtained from government. 
I could cite many paſſages from hiſtory, which. prove 
how ſacred private property has ever been eſteemed in all 
well regulated governments. I ſhall, hower, conſine my= 


ſelf to our on country, and ſelect two great cen „ 8 


belonging to this Houſe | „ 
In a celebrated literary 8 page 2 3040 That 0 
« juſtice. is itſelf the great ſtandin ng policy of civil ſocie- _ 
« ty; and any eminent departure from it, under any cir- 
« cumſtances, lies under the ſuſpicior. of being no policy | 
« at all. When men are-encouraged to go into a cer- 
« tain mode of life by the exiftirig laws, and protected in 
« that mode as in a lawful occupation; when they have 


| « accommodated all their ideas and all their habits to it; 


« when the law had long made their adherence to its rules 
« 7 ground. of reputation, and their departure. from them 
«.z.ground-of diſgrace, and even of penalty; I am ſure 
“ it is unjuſt in legiſlature, by an arbitrary act, to offer 
Ge aden violence to their minds and feelings: forcibly 


« to degrade them from. their ſtate and condition, and to 


«/ſtigmatize with ſhame and infamy that character, and | 


« thoſe. cuſtoms; which before had Been. de he mea- 5 | 


« ſure of thir happineſs and honour.” FOE 
To prove myſelf diveſted of any party bias in the con- — 
fideration and diſcuſſion of this important queſtion, I hall 
ſelect another weighty authority from the other 1 of 7 
this Houſe, 1 5 

The Right Hon. Chancellor. of the e e uer. once 
delivered an axiom, the obſervance of which, 1 * 


acknowledge it appears very difficult) would enhance the 
reputation: of any ſtateſman : That he ever did and ever 
* would invariably hold the maxim, that private property 


« ſhould be facred. That no whim, ſcheme, or meaſure, 


„ oupht to be ſandified' by Parliament which took away | i 


7 "Pp dc of _ "_ without e n 5 


A 


OO 


mediately, 


„„ 5 


„ for: 3 3 Here, then, 1 reſt this part of the Wars. 


2 on and without any comment, proceed to ſtate 
The Manner of conducting the Trade. 


1 find, on conſulting the hiſtories of thoſe times, that 


| 5 Spaniards and Portugueſe, were the firſt navigators 


who undertook the Abs trade; Alonzo' Gonzales, about 


| the year 1434, firſt, taught his countrymen; the Portu- 
gueſe, to make ſlaves of the Anne... This example 
was ſoon followed by the Span ards, and | afterwards by 
the Engliſh, and the other natigns-of eee 

Cuptain Hawkins, with the aſſiſtance of Sn fitted 


out three ſhips, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, for the 


coaſt of Guinea ; and having learned that Negroes yield- 
ed a profitable ſale at Hiſpaniola, he took a cargo of Slaves 
there, and ſold them to great advantage. 


Aſter this, Negroes were procured by the different Eu- 


8 ropean nations, ometimes by ſtratagem, but i in general 
| by barter. 


The Slaves that are - now: tranſported from Ae can 


only be collected, either by means of the Europeans i im- 
or by the intervention of the natives. 
When the former collect, they do it by barter, or by 
ending to the factories either publicly or privately eſta- 
bliſhed there. When the latter collect, they make uſe of 
_ thoſe practices which have been eſtabliſhed for along time 
a 8 The black traders ay: be divided into everal 
, CIANES.,: - 
Came penetrate a great diſtance i into the country ; 4 "other; 


a a leſſer one, either by means of the great rivers, or by 
roes are 


land; and ſome remain on the coaſt. The 2 
ſometimes travelled 1200 miles before they are embarked, 
and in their journey paſs through: a "Ty of different 
| kin doms and ſtates. - 
- If, - therefore, the African Princes or People objected to 
de trade, they certainly would oppoſe the paſſage of the 
Slaves; for it is notorious they never allow white traders 
ſettle or reſide in the interior parts of -the-cour 


'\./By'ſome people it has been afferted, that the Eiropeans 


axe active in exciting the natives againſt one another. By 


books of travels, and tracts written on Commerce, we | 


find the reverſe,” 
By La Bus, Ale, Aer, and iber writers, it is Te. 
| 8 4h That about the cloſe 185 the laft as a war 


25 


J- _ 


| . « matters, but in vain.” - 


. 


« cen at Akimy and that this war - raged with hater 
« fury for four years. That the Engliſh, Daniſh, and 
«. Dutch directors did all in their power” to accommodate 


In Captain Phillips voyages, e 308, we E 1 

« Thar hs received advice from Ras Cove, that he had 

« beſt diſpoſe of as much of his cargo as he could, be- 

<. fors he came there; becauſe there was no trade nor 
4 nt at that place, by reaſon of the wars, and no 

4 * a Haber: of ves on the Gala 


83 


4 Marchais, My, and: cle writers; take: notice of wars 
and-conventions up to the preſent day: and we find from 
incontrovertible authorities, that the traders of all the Eu- 
ropean nations agree, that wars among the African 
Princes are prejudicial” to commerce, and 1 they do 
endeavour to act as peace- makers. 1 

Very little variety occurs in the ark. There are 
ſome partieular euſtoms at particular places. 255 
'Ondieriver Sierra Leone there are ſeveral” private ge- ; 
tories belonging to the merchants of Eur in which 5 
their agents, conſiſting of white people, reſidle. 

On the Windward Coaft, which reaches vin. Cape 
Mount to Cape Palmas, the nati ves, when they have, 
any Slaves to {ll generally ſignify it by fires. 
R, In Cong _ ben e ale ee without” 

e ule of large or 0 from the 
Gold Coaſt. 8 8 | 

In the reſt, viz. at Whidah, Bonny, Gab W 5 
and Angola, no ſuch difficulties oceur, Gold not being 
demanded in exchange, eee at Calabar and Bonny, 
the greateſt markets. A 
gular communication with the inland x ag * 18 5 
canoes ready when any veſſels arrive. . 
different tivers into the inland country to e . the Sag 7 
They are lly abſent ' about” ain, N and return 
with 1 500 or 200d ſlaves. © 

It is not neceſſary to argue upon this part of the ſub-" 
ject, becauſe it muſt be obvious, that if the Africans were 


averſe to the trade, the Europeans could not peaceablyß 
collect their os? in Tani. to e them to we m_ 
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traders there who have a re= _ 


8 nexion may he prej 


* 


. fall þ proceed. therefore Side pare which has att | 
ed Fig © rd field for cotwerſation, argument, and 
debate ; 2 7 letters, pamphlets, and the multitudinous 

productions of the preſs ; for miſreprentation, obloquy, 

alumny, ne fanatic AR mein 
Tranſit i America. 

The convenient . alles ef African pes 220 

African battles, and all the tydeous phantoms of imagi- 

nary 9 7 I leave to minds open to eredulity. Such 

devices . thoſe ho are not woll in- 

N on the A ican Trade, who from habit and con- 

Eja againſt it or thoſe who, from 
nature and education, yield ner admination to the de- 
ſcriptive flights of a tœwering imagination. I ſhall con- 

fine myſelf to a plain ſtatement: of their embarkation, and 
a comparative eſtimate of the mortality of para and 

8 ites during the paſſage to the Weſt 

I believe 1 can ſtate with-the Cane eee 
truth that the number of deaths in every hundred flaves 

tranſported by the Liverpool merchants ſince the laſt 
regulation took place, has not reached the average of 
cc four one-half i in every; hundred. And Gentlemen will 

* pleaſe to recollect that the morta amongſt the Bri- 
| < tiſh regiments, tranſparted. to the Feſt 1 les during 

pg, late : Wy (tn Sag wi aide; OCT. 
| eee del in Ge 

90 n is not 1 my 28 or deſire to a the Sa by 
calling the een of the Hout to the numerous arts 

made uſe of hy ſpeakers and writers on this ſubject. I 
ſhall nat now. notice how much they have attempted to 

injure, the air. fama and honeus of men of unblemiſhed 
reputation, but endeaygur. to convince: this: Houſe, how 

much this, Coinacty of commerce bas baeneatuminiated, and 
that the world. 5 upon by Hate- 
ments e wit | 

OS: 8 out by expemence rang. Ti natives 


* 


: of Furope could not endure; any:labour under the imem- 
pęrate heats of the, Weſt * — Frequent at have 
83 to cultivate eftates, With white labourers. In 
this experiment the French are ſaid to have loſt 12000 
Whites i in the year 1763. The Aſſembly:of Jamaivz of- 
_ fered great RT Een in the Near 7495 to e 
; f N ite 


Tm) 


white Samilies to fettteinahac Idand; bat of we We ut 
went, 2006 ten 1 there were no remains.” e 
Nothit lieve is mere certain, thus zhavifiabout. 
ers could r ee in the Colomies at the'ſame rate they 
| are engaged in deareſt caunty in England, the planter 
would} with the ee Plesſure, give fr nh an hits 3 
Negr 85 and gla adly employ the 'white labourers. ' 7 
| rthern: ;conktinaont cannot fupporta Hate 
* eee ſun, the planter muſt have re- 
courſe to chat n nad uſe 4 other: ſort of ſervant 
for the oultivation of his þ a rey, which Africa can ſup- 
ply him with, and which the hd Meer. 
10 ae Tama te ghtain. | 
On the Good Treatment * 
And: nlibvrute- employment of the Ne 8080 TE is Watt | 
Indies, we have the imonies of Lord Shuldham, Admi- 
ral 'Barrington, Admiral Arbuthmot, Admiral Edwards, 
5 Bees i 2 d e 4 — [rok ; 
; odne Ralph 2 — ir n 
Sie Archibald Ae lit of Arn 
harte en de Binge of this. 
teſtimonies of ſuch honourable . pho have hive reſided 
much in chat quarter of the globe, ſome © 
<ontinuance of time, are more than ſuMicient to s 
and eonfute the ex ed gcebunts of oppoſite; and in- 
teed of "different el fles mene meh deere 6 | 


4 


nf Hoy 40 be 8 geo oof | 

| tis or by the perſevering abſurdivy ef enthufiaſt | 
_ or Hd men whoſe gafrulitz and jpnoranice Rave 
with a perx intrepi 2 our Committees, 


E hought 3 1e ge und c. 
De eee 


bs . e of Nee nr N danger hee puniſhment. . 
L from: detection. FLO, 2 very 72308 
ing te Suri 


Ms "If we — Se manner of condaRing 7 
law in iea of other part 8 the e 1 
3 inflicted yet; che n | 
with 'Englaht win be favourable to the Welt Indians. 
In the different pariſtres ef Jamaica, the uverage of the 
8 convidtions W of Slaves: does go ; 
Es 7. . 


; "© . 22 1 


3 FRAY of 1 From che aſt of Jan lary Pw 
e 55 to the zoth of September, 1788, the total appears to be 
4 fiſty-two executions in four years. and nine months, 
& © which is not more than eleven per annum, for the laſt 
e five years, out of 210,849: Slayes.., A proof of lenity 
ein the exerciſe of the criminal lan, not 0 tur aſſed 
* oy any nation in Europe. 45 „ 

It cannot be deemed irregular, in 10 a ze of. my. ar- 
ument, to mention the amount of the property — 
„W in, a and intimately connected with the African Trade. --- 

„ . a ſubject of ſuch. magnitude, 1 will ſtrive as much 

as poſſible not-to treſpaſs. on the patience of the Houſe; ; 

at the ſame time 1 ſhall ob to give Gentlemen an 

idea of its importance, e detailing at length the nu- 

merous articles involved in ſo capital a branch of the 

Commerce of this country. 1 think I have ſtated with 

accuracy and brevity. that the Weſt Idle Iſlands could not 

be cultivated without the uſe of Negroes... If, therefore, 

ſo conſiderable a part of the dominion of this country could 
| | not be cultivated inany other. manner, the natural inference 
Iz is, that that part of the empire depends entirely on the 
continuation of the African Trade. No perſon in the 
leaſt acquainted with all the branches of the Weſt India 
concerns, can eſtimate the value of the property ſo en- 
gaged, at leſs than ſeventy millions 27 If therefore 
1 55 Commerce to Africa and the Weſt Indies was ſtopped, 
/ | tip, 1 of ſeventy millions belonging to the Planters 
1 erchants is not the o N in queſtion. A year- 
1 8 of ſix millions would ariſe to the manufacturer, 
Abe and a lon train of working: people Wi fo ould 

3 * thrown out of employ. 3% 

1 As a ſtatement on paper elucidates 1 bien of this na- 

X ture, better than any other mode, I beg leave to read a 
mort extract of a galculation lately made at Liverpool, b) 
A Merchant well converſant in the African Trade at that 
| „ i e e 

W The wil; att Pe accruing from. this trade. are | 
not leſs than 135,000, which ſum is ſhared pretty Nor 
. 1y: in the. following manner: captains 5 mates, an 
1 octors emoluments, ſailors wages, &c.. amount to 
« 50,000]. profits to ſhip-huilders, and, other artificers - 
and men, 20,0001. the remaining ede is the 
3 « net et profit of the merchant ee, 0 * Fw. 
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e fits aceruing from the African Trade the town of Li- 
ibutes its flouriſhing Rate and 


2 > 


« rapid increaſe? 


'- 


60 ſend annually. one millien, ſeven hundred and füt: 
oulan | WD fifty 1 5 1 


£355. Mk HO", 
. Beſides the produce of other taxes which certainly ber 


e ee millions, prime coſt, in Great 


the, African. trade, and well diſpoſed to put a period to 
this, branch: of commerce Any, man that can.diſcover 
vernments, or the ſmalleſt expectation in the people chat 
their Slaye, Trade would be abeliſhed, his opinion muſt 
be either founded on private intelligence, or guided by 
ſome very extraordinary rule of reaſoning; becauſe I chink 


on 


the examples which. þſhall ſubmit-to:the Houſe, manifeſt - 


a deliberate deſign in them all to extend it to the utmoſt . 
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| Tbe n are e the only n | 
| not appear to have made any alterations or improvements 
in the mode of conducting the Slave Trade: they have 
| aides viſited new coaſts, nor made 5 "new ſettlements. | 


| Phe Dauer have lately increaſed els See 10 
| the coaſt of Africa, and tranſport a large quantity of Ne- 

72 to their poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies.” 

- "1: Spain has Reely made conſiderable arrangements tor 
? eee her Slave Trade, and both her Court and 
morchants are endeavouring to make themſelves vn 2 
ed with the beſt mode of carrying it en. In the 
1788) ſome Spaniſh merchants went to Mancheſter, bo 
— enquire'the prices of goods; and to Liverpool, to examine 
the flave-ſhips, and to put queſtions as to the probability 

of any captains, or ſurgeons in the" trade, veing 285 

upon to ſettle at Cadiz. on 

Tue opinions and tenden of we Durch, ho have 
forms: claim to experience and wiſdom in commercial af- 
fairs, arc exemplified by 4 r:/olation'vf, the States of Hol- 
nd and Weſt Friezland, (dated the TH of _ 1786.) 
- Hates, ddr tr aer of the © wo - 

_ proſperity nters, aways 00 on the 

* greuter Ta leſs Ka Slaves. As die advantages 

V deriving from them te hie mother country will alwa 
u de greater or leſs in proportion, if the SMye Trade b 
4 exeluſively carried on a the ſubjects of che ſtate © for 


& that an admiſſion of ſtrangers to a participa on of it, 


would not only be dangerous, but even 5 
That thoſe who ſupph the Planter with Slaves, will, if 
chen chooſe, be paid in the production of the Colonies, 
in defiance of che ſevereſt penalties The States 
therefore object te the admifffon of foreign veſſels, and 
recommend, That every means ſhould be en ved to 
promote à ſpeedy enlargement of the Slave Trade, in 
8 propertion to the wants of the Planters, and that no 
_ *tronble er expence ſhould be fparetl till 4 fufficient 
7 number of flave-ſhips are fitted for this purpoſe.” . 
The French have for a2 time made nne eſent 
to the Mooriſh Kings, under Certain conditions: firſt, that 
. weir N ST not . my of their mph to Pontodio: 


£06 


prem nnage of their e den ul 
zm Franc — Aﬀviex, — 230 livres a head for each 
Slave iniporte'into St. Domingo, and 166 livres a head | 
in che ether lands. 1 have now a liſt in my hand of 
French veſſels Fitted out within the laſt twelve months for 
the Conſt of Africa, from the port of Bourdeaux on! 25 
The num amol to $2, au the düngen to 18, 
"Sites the laßt peace, che French have 2 W 
trade from Benin, Whidah, and Lago, (where they Al- 
had fome), in the river Bonny, (where they fbrmerly 
hd hore) and have engroſſed the hole trade on ti c 
fm" Fhbis is confirmed by the evidence of — 
8 'of the Pomons, and Mr. Penny. Pro. C. Rept. 


Part I. Tit. Slaves. 
It is therefore apparent, that if we were diſpoſed to a- 


 crifice our African Trade, « that other nations would not 


enter into fo rainous a The French, for inſtance, 


depend greatly on their V Vet India Trade as a fource both 
| of Revenue and Navi Will they ſuffer a Trade 
upon which their obo! We anc to languiſh for 


want of Slaves to cultivate their ſugar plantations? No; 

they would thank us for our miftaken humanity, and they 

would profit by it. The difadv would be ours--— 

the 1415 would be theirs. The condition of the 

African woult de fame, whether he crofſed the Atlantic 
3 . — or = in bottom; and ſhould we perſiſt in ſo 

ni 5 France "_ von Bs e ſupplied 

houfes, Hh ſhips, and Enplifh capitals. 

"ie oh rg apes to conſume - 4 time of the 

Houſe book chat g = leng how far the African "Trade is 

us to 


3 Muſtrated by the teſtimonies of ſuch 8 
nent preſti Renal characters, as Admiral Barrington, Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot, Admiral Edwards, Admiral Hotham, 
Admiral Rowley, Captain Lambert, ale n 
N 9 and Wy mae e - 

„ 


* 


| avy of Great Britain. It would 2. 
be ridicutous/and-abſurd in me to expatiate on this ſubhject, 
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Tos I ſhall, however > beg le P eto ſubmit to the Houſe ſome . 
documents on that ſubject, which I have received from 


1 ool. African Trade is in pr 


: * : . 0 My 
. * 
, wo 14 * my 9 1 * 4 


__ < 'The Liverpool Afric ) 

ce the number of hands it employs, the moſt productive 

“ nurſery for ſeamen. that belongs to the Commerce of 

JT. ͤ K fey ox: 
& aggerated calculatꝰ ns Which 


N 


< age, yet as 1585 landmen from the ſingle port of Li- 
eamen by this 


: << yerpool are annually converted into | 
„ Trade, it follows upon the moſt, unfayourable calcu- 


s lations of the mortality of this Trade, that Liverpool 


& alone, in ſpite of that fabricated mortality, contributes 
_ © annually, by means of this trade, an. augmentation of 
« 943 perſons to the navy of Great Britain.” 


11 8 of eos 


Having received the. indulgence of the H 


: x - SY, 


in them, but were indiſpenſibly requiſite, and Which 


* 


have endeayoured to render as coneiſe as poſſible, I will 


not much longer treſpaſs on its patience. 


It cannot be deemed, I hope, ſuperfluous, if I mention 


» 4 


value of the property and the connexions, which are as 


much dependent upon the African Trade, to uſe the lan- 
er ze of an elegant author, © as a bird. is on its wine 
for fe 


and when wounded there it ſtarves. 1 could 


= the faction the African Trade has obtained from Go- 
vernment. - could wiſh to remind them of the duration 
of time the queſtion of Abolition has been pending in 


— 


Parliament. -I could wiſh to give all the affiſtance in 
my power, Which I acknowledge is very feeble, to accele- 
rate that adjudication which has been ſo often, ſo earneſtly, 
and ſo fervently implored by numerous merchants and 


manufacturers of this country, whoſe intereſt has been 


s 
x 


portion to 


"Fg d calculatn,ns Wh ve gone abroad of: the 
< mortality of the Seamen employed in this Trade; ad- 
<. mitting that 6421 out of 3170 perſons. die in the voy- 

4 age of one year; admitting further, that half this 
& mortality falls upon that half of the crew which is 
cc compoſed of ſeamen. and: officers, and conſequently | 
c that 321. ſeamen periſh.in.the courſe of one year's voy- 


aving received the. | nCe | ouſe during 
many ftatements which perhaps had nothing 33 


to the Houſe ſome circumſtances which I may have omit- - 
ted, or which I have not. ſufficiently enforced to attract 
its attention. I could wiſh, Gentlemen, to advert to the 


_ materially. 


cannot 2 a pot ile 9 to this "Houſe, wg 11 call 5 
on its juſtice to extend a vote of protection to the Weſt 
India Planters, whoſe Hives have been, and are expoſed to 


ve imminent and hourly" danger, and whoſe” fortunes have 
oe. | experienced # ſevere and unmerited depreciation, notwith- 
* ſtanding the exiſting laws of the ' country, from the in- 
he uifitorial© powers veſted by the Conſtitution in this Af. = 
9 embly. Fo whht are we to: aſcribe that depreciation? _ 
5 To what are we Sri the late inſurreQion at Domi- 
lis 

tly 

x 

My Bebo fo i 05 

us | | 
1 co of the i Nano 9195 after a — 4 
ol gation. of chat queſtion for four years, Lcafnot diſcover 
es the lighteſt reaſon to ſuſtify delay, unleſß Gentlemen gan- 
of not prevaiF upon themſelves to ice til an inſurrection 
be has'abſslutely taken place at Jamaica; when the ſorrow, 
ig. Thad tot Gd, rhe penitence of the mover! and abet- 
ty. tors of Abölition, and che REINER oe this TIO will 

3 fly: unabailing; * one dae aach 

ill Toſche Gentlemen of great landed property, it is un- 
98 for me do point out the tendeney aud probable 
"EN by of the propoſed” Abglition.,- If Ip „all 

t ingenuity" and eloquence now within theſs walls I cduld 
&- not wich thoſe powerful auxiliaries, eonvinet them that 
ne the Abolition would improve the Commerce of the Coun- 
a8 try==leffen* the Ballen idebt==cor take a fraction from 
. the e es taxes . now endure. — : believe on 
8 

Id 

3 

n 

in ; 

in 

4 , — dense dares of een wealthy: which _ 
a | to eſcaped the vigilance of his predeceſſors in | 
n 
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| 3 3 off one of the h 


= Piration. -F. he.rexelation Has 
ſome eminent perſonages on; this, lide 5 


; Great Brinn her. Commerce and her Navi 
=_—__ centuries, Which, 4 ig E 
5 every hacer er 

ſon, and by züſtice, In.the;name; of God let 


. 3 are ſincerely, intereſted 
tion of their fellow-cxeatures,.If they 2 
. ations of philanthropy, and are not more 
play their eloquence than their charity; 0 are Pe 


Wo 5 


| the 3 Weir aro” Lioogs > 55 
To che — e A e 1. d belt k. 
Runge, which Jam forsy to ſay: ſeems .to nil with 


the feelings of the mover and abettors of the Abolition. 

Gentlemen, :your ſucgeſs in trade has been 941 late years 

o prodigious, that it ſeems. ee to ſuſpend your * 
Anches of your 

the ſake of humanity, and to preſerve the | 4 

Wt: — af the- ee muſt havg noe reſpe& for, 


8 future eonſidenes in acts of Parli yy aj} ion 


5 Miniſterial 
wy ih glans in- 


kei DE to 


A the Legiſlature inmpthing/t, part o 
ade of this Hauſe has lately been, gifts 


ele. enlight- 


ened philanthropiſtʒ have diſcovered, tl at, it is x 
E 14 


: — _ our ade che mies, 
and all: — nations. of | Europ, ho rival 


— 4h 


As:the ſuperſtition and bigotry of. the 1 1 
an 


t 
times furniſn raſh. a co- 


barbarqus ages en een 
taken humapity-in theſe. enlightened . 


; e + pretext. for ANF: tunen Ake e 
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in tus pointing out to the Houſe, the:objeQs for at- 


tention and commiſeration, I would not have it under- 
does that could wiſh to confine the operatioris of huma- 
nity. "The! ſenſations derived from ſot benign a ſource 
will, J hope, whilft man temzins on che face of the earth, 
reach every rebeſs of the human heart, and pervade ever 
region in the univerſs. -. AWE meant was à judicious dif- 
crimination in the exerciſe of that godlike virtue, A feel- 
ing mind contemplative of the misfortunes of its fellow- 
creatures, will find full employment for its benefieence in 
wane 75 Ars were e eee e ow; 
vidlent,iJ}-judged, and fanatic ' attack” upon the reputa- 
tion and property of thaufands of the firſt merchants, ma- 
nufasturers, And planters, belonging to this country, who = 
have DN in an extenſive trade under the! immediate 
ſanction of the Britiſh Parliament. e Hi br 


I all the authorities which I have adduted were doubt. 


ful; if the foregoing premiſes were fallacions; if ſome of 
the eircumſtanees of cruelty were proved, which the 
abettors of the Abolition have only aſſerted, and which, 


fortunately for this country, and happily for human na- 


ture, are unfounded, I ſhould” think myſelf potty of a 
rah and impolitic meaſurè in voting for the Abolition,” if 

I only took curſory glance at the preſent ſtate of che 
finances of England, and her relative ſituation with Eu- 
rope. I cannot bring myſelf to think fis a -canvenient - 
time, the: country in àn eligible ſituation, or the Miniſter 
ſerious in this inclination do make an experiment: which 
preſents à certain proſpect of loſs, and no probability f 
advantage? An Abolition would inſtantly annihilate a 
Trade that annually . upwards of 5 500 ſailort, 
upwards of 160 ſhips, -'and- exports which amount to 
700 o00l. ſterling. And the ſame experiment: 5 
doubtedly bring the Weſt India Trade to decay; the an- 
nual exports and imports of which conſiderably excsed 
650000 0ol, ſterling, with the employment of 162;000 
tonnags of tic L. 

all obſecis r conſiderable t be even hazarded upon an 
unneceſſary ſpeculation, whieh in alt human probability, 
would prove ruinous to the commereial conſequence, in 
the national honour, and to the political glory of Great 
Britain, „„ et e e 30-220 * 
Vb JJ ͤ 0 ar OPS 14 up C214, TY 
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ping; and failors in proportion; 
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VVMVr. Groſvenor ſpok 
might be deemed ſufficient via, that it was impoſſible. 
The principle of the Frade did not exiſt in this country, 
but in Africa, and over that which had its origin and 
foundation in Africa an Act of Parliament had no con- 
troul. It originated in the ſavage manners of the natives 
of Africa, their propenſity to make war on one another, 
and their martial law which condemned priſoners of war 

to ſlavery or death. An Act of Parliament could not hu- 
manize a continent, or change cuſtoms which had been 
eeltabliſhed for ages. Were the Trade to be abandonei 
7h Op country,” it would be eagerly ſeiſed by the traders 


ſelves of the advantages to navigation and commerce 


Zee 
. 5 . 


* 


bis own private, but much miſtaken, ſelf-intereſt, woul 
deny. But, Sir, it is clear to every perſon pf accurat 
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urged againſt it, the firſt, he ſaid, 


other countries, who would be happy to avail 'them- 


ef the blackeſt and moſt inhuman ſpeciesz inſomuch as 
he miſery. of the ſufferers by a ſpeedy ſtroke, not on!) 
afflicts and tor tures. the bo y, but, by de riving the 
wWretch of all the deareſt, comforts. of life, haraſſes the 
mind, till nature, ſinking under grief and deſpair, kind) 


of putting an end 1 


3 relief which the tyrant maſter, forthe ſake d 


_ obſervation 
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8 3 on the minds 
_ deceitfulnefſs of the human heart is | | 
__ appearances of truth when it ſtands in oppoſition to ſelf- 
_ intereſt, as ſelf-intereſt is often unfortunately miſunder- 


dir, I verily believe, that there is hardly any thing ſo 
execrably unjuſt and cruel that men, who are thoroughly 

_ ſelfiſh and avaricious, will, not bring them | 
to de right and defenſible; and will not conſequently; ad- 

_ duce ſpecious and ſophiſtical arguments to ſupport; but 


 -Gples.of truth, juſtice, and humanity. © * 


ſeem to have 


- 


vation, that thoſe. who blindly and immediately liſten 


to the - ſuggeſtions of 2 narrow ſelf-intereſt,” do really 


thwart; and co & 'that' intereſt to which they are 


ready to ſacrifice. every juſt, noble, and public principle. 
Fir, it is well obſerved, in the excellent Petition from 
the Univerſity of Cambridge to this Houſe, againſt the 
Slave Trade, that © a firm belief in the provide 
& benevolent Creator, aſſures them that no ſyitem found- 


1 


| 7 beneficial 50 another.“ I feel, Mr. | Speaker, much 


renal concern and mortification, that in an Aflembly of the | 


yz boaſting itſelf zealous; not 


ly for its 'own liberties, but for tns general rights 


e 


various converſations, very much to my ſurpriſe, it ap= 
51 truth and juſtice 
of e eee the 

ſuch vs to change the 


themſelves to believe 


truſt, that every honeſt man Will treat ſuch arguments 


With the contempt and indignation which they deſerve, 
Aan that England, as a wiſe and virtuous people ſhould, 
will hold faſt and cling to the eternal and ùniverſal prin- 


been reſerved for times the moſt flagrantiy 


. Sir, 1 


— 


a of - 
- mankind, it ſhould be neceflary to ſay a ſingle word on 
ſuch a ſubject; but, from the ſentiments I have heard in 
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Mr. Groſyenor 1 againſt the abolition; of twenty 
reaſons that might be urged againſt it, the firſt, he ſaid, 
micht be deemed ſufficient, viz. that it was impoſſible. 
Ihbe principle of the Trade did not exiſt in this country, 
but in Africa, and over that which had its origin and 
foundation in Africa an Act of Parliament had no con- 
troul. It originated in the ſavage manners of the natives 
of Africa, their propenſity to make war on one another, 
6 and their martial law which condemned priſoners of war 
5 to ſlavery.or death. An Act of Parliament could not hu- 
manigze a continent, or change cuſtoms which had been 
eltabliſhed for ages. Were the Trade to be abandoned 
by this country, it would be eagerly ſeiſed by the traders 
of other countries, who would be happy to avail them- 
ſelves of the advantages to navigation and commerce; 

which we had thrown away 
MIX. James Martin ſaid, „ Whoever has lived to any 
a advanced age, muſt be well aware to what a conſiderabſe 
degree a miſtaken ſelf-intereſt can darken the underſtand- 
ing, and pervert the judgment, even of the beſt meaning 
perſons. I have often, Sir, with much concern, obſerv- 
ed, how very perniciouſly this bias operates to the detri- 
ment of ſaciety, and to the diſgrace of mankind ; but! 
vs not appriied of the full power of this deluſion of the 
mind, till the buſineſs now before the Houſe began to be 
the ſubject of public diſcuſſſon. I had always conceived, 
Bir, that the cuſtom of trafficking in human ereatures hat 
been incautiouſly begun, without its direful and _neceſſar 
/ pen, rh being ſoreſeen ; fox I never could perſuade 

myſelf 


2 
” 


that any man under the influence of moral princi- 
ples, could ſuffer himſelf knowingly to be carrying on 

trade replete with fraud, cruelty, and deſtryion---Sir, 

ſay, deſtruction, for ſo I think, and think the deſtrution 
introduced and occaſioned by this moſt ſhocking trade i 

ol the blackeſt and moſt inhuman ſpecies; inſomuch asl 

is a lingering death, which, inſtead of putting an end t 

the miſery. of the ſufferers dy a ſpeedy ſtroke, not on) 

afflicts and tortures. the body, but, by depriving the 
wiretch of all the deareſt comforts: of 1 the 

5 mind, till nature, ſinking under grief and, deſpair, kind) 
[grants that relief which the tyrant maſter, for the ſake d 
bee private, but much miſtaken, ſelf-intereſt, would 

| deny. But, Sir, it is clear to every perſon of accurat 
„„ „% bbſervatiot 
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and that England, as a wiſe and virtuous people | 
will hold faſt and cling to the eternal and univerfal-prin- 
ciples of truth, juſtice, and humanity. x. 
Sir, I have lately heard doctrines maintained, which 


* 


N 


obſervation, that thoſe who blindly and immediately: liſten 
to (the. ſuggeſtions of à narrow ſelf-intereſt,” do really 


thwart and counteract that intereſt to which they are 
ready to ſacrifice.every juſt, noble, and public principle. 
Sir, it is well obſerved, in the excellent Petition from 
the, Univerſity of Cambridge to this Houſe, againſt the 
Slave Trade, that © a firm belief in the providence of 'n 


4 benevolent Creator, aſſures them that no ſyſtem found- 


« ed. on the oppreſſion of one part of mankind, can be 
« beneficial to another.“ I feel, Mr. Speaker, much 
real concern and mor tiſication, that in an Aſſembly of the 


Repreſentatives of a Country, boaſting itſelf zealous; not 
only for its ,own liberties, but for ths general rights of 
mankind, it ſhould be neceſſary to ſay a ſingle word on 


ſuch a ſubject; but, from the {entiments I have heard in 
various converſations, very much to my ſurpriſe, it ap- 
pears, that however ſtrongly the ſenſe of truth and juſtice 
is impreſſed on the minds of unprejudiced perſons, the 
deceitfulneſs of the human heart is ſuch vs to change the 
appearances of truth when it ſtands in oppoſition" to ſelf- 
intereſt, as ſelf-intereſt is often unfortunately miſunder- 


« vir, I verily believe, that there is hardly any thing ſo 


execrably unjuſt and cruel that men, who are thoroughly 
ſelfiſh and avaricious, will not bring themſelves to beſieve 


duce ſpecious and ſophiſtical arguments 6” por but 


truſt, that every honeſt man will treat ſuch arguments 


with the contempt and indignation which wy * 
te ſhould, 


ſeem to have 7 5 reſerved for times the moſt flagrantly 
A 


Pprofligate and abandoned; but I truſt: that ſuck doctrines 


will not be received, or even be offered in this aſſembly. 
Sir, I never expected to hear that the everlaſti 

righteouſneſs are to give way to imaginary political and 
commercial expedience, and that millions of our fellow- 
creatures, very many ſcores. of thouſands annually are to 
J be-reduced. to the moſt wretched of all ſtates, that indi- 

viduals may 3 a greater degree” of opulence, or that 
the State may coll | "revenue 


45% 


laws of | 


ect ſome what more for its revenue. 
. J 


Tuele <onfiderations, Sir, compared with the ſacred and 
eternal rules of juſtice and mercy, are ſo triflng, that I 
truſt they will have no weight whatever, when oppoſed to 

them; and I cannot but be very ſanguine in Pp hopes of 


- 


ſucceſs to the meaſure propoſed by the w 
when I conſider, that from the goodneſs of his cauſe, he 
muſt neceſſavily have. the countenance and: ſupport. of the 
moſt reſpectable bodies of men, as well as of private in- 
dividuals of almoſt every deſcription, as I ſhall now en- 
%%% they. -T. ons 93 Jeb  - 
- However, Mx. Speaker, we may have differed in party 
eee certain high and diſtinguiſhed char- 
45 

nity in this country to be of 'merciful and benovelent diſ- 
poſitions, and that they have inſpired thoſe deſcended from 
them with the fame ſentiments: of humanity and genero- 
ſity. | This being ſa; Sir, we may juſtly entertain the 
warmeſt hopes of. the countenance and ſupport of every 
part of the Royal Family. Both Houſes of Parliament 


y mover, 


ers, I believe all will allow the firſt perſons of Royal dig- 


are now engaged in the proſecution” of a gentleman ac- 


cuſed of cruelty-and oppreſſion in a high degree. Sir, I 
fear that ſome of the charges brought againſt that gentle- 
man may be too well founded; but fo far as appears to 
me in regard to the exerciſe of any cruelties brought 
home to him, they are neither to be compared in number 
or degree to thoſe which are every day, and every hour, 

committed in the abominable traffic, the abolition of 
which is the object now before us. Sir, of tie Reverend 


Bench of Biſhops, who are, by their doctrine and exam- 


ple, to render chriſtianity amiable, and to recommend it 

to the world, IL muſt not be permitted to doubt on this 
occaſion; and ſome of the inferior clergy have already 
Manifeſted an honeſt zeal in this moſt righteous cauſe.--- 


— 


The Univerſity of Cambridge has preſented a petition ta 


this Houſe, worthy the attention of every well-wiſher to 


hurnanity ; and the ſiſter Univerſity has, by the mouth of 


one of her reſpectable repreſentatives, given ſanction to 
the meaſure. Diſſenters, Sir, of various denominations, 
and particularly the Quakers, who, upon this -accaſion, 
to their immortal honour, have taken a leading part: but 
1 fey, Sir, different bodies of Diſſenters vie — | 
the moſ} reſpectable of the eſtabliſned church, in ſtanding 


| and, 


forth-in-this excellent cauſe. Sir, we have for many years, 


fome' of 
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and, God knows, with too much reaſon, been hearing | 
violent accuſations ' of delinquents from India---Surely, 
Sir, the accuſers LA ſuch, 7 7 8 will be eager 17255 

this "occaſion, to ſhew that they have 'been R by 
the pure principles of dunn 1 t party ſpirit or 

other 1 9 motives; particular 25 Wl | A ae 
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mich 46 W IH and ſo good à cauſe, Sir, it muſt be 
impoffib r e. ut LAGS Ky and. forth, .wha 
has, at a time in his 15 My Engliſhman, 


of a In; ard, to the 7 ri ature and 
of mankind, bean, who has a Feel 08.9 to. 5 uſe other 


af al ay. bel 1 defective in 13 regard- -an we ſhall. 
moſt aſſuxe Gen; ;, but if it were otherwiſe, we muſh 
have a'mo 3 Fleſs effrontery, if we ſhould ever after 
pretend to the character of real Chriſtians, or Britons, or 


indeed of men 5 6's general moral principles as ſhould 


govern every. | human being, of whatever, country or re 
1 * 
ndeed, Mr, '$p eaker, as ; Eng SES and eſpeciall as 
the 4 ives of 2 5 ple 1 5 chemſelyeg in, = 
Ea ing of, liberal ſentiments towards all man- 
ind, We Wen be particularly gautious, and even ex- 
tremely anxious, to avoid the ſmalleſt a 
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ly hypocritical ſhall we appear, if, inſtead of defending 


the rights of the oppreſſed, we ſhall be. the leaders in op- 
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thoſe whom we accute of being tyrannical, before we 


5 ai * * 0 F 5 


e, Sir, who are tenacious te exc 
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nal reputa- 


3 nd infamy, by exer rann of 
lackeſt kind, and affecting, at e time, the keen- 


Sit, we can hardly bear the ſight of ayy thing reſembl. Yo 
ing ſlayery, even-as a puniſhment, among ourſelves, and eag 
defpotic of 


7 \ 


E 


ful of being anticipated by thoſe. whaſe principles, in re. 
gard to the rights of mankind, we have/not been accuſ- 


tomed to hold in very high reſpect. If any nation is to 
be foremoſt in ſuch a matter, which: is maſt ound to take 


the lead; ſuch as pretend, and proudly. too, to a vaſt ſu- 


periority over the reſt of mankind in their civil rights, or 


fuch as we have always affected to deſpiſe for abject ſub= 


miffion and the meaneſt ſerviliy ) 


II, Sir, we ſhould ſet: this good example, and not be 


followed by other European nations, let the guilt and in- 
famy of ſuch à ſyſtem lay heavy on thoſe, ho, in that 
cafe would: continue to act upon it, in ſpite of example, 
added to the dictates both of reaſon and religion. 

Surely, Mr. Speaker, this motion comes recommend- 
ed to us in the ſtrongeſt manner. The Hon. and worthy 
Gentleman who are enten it, is juſtly eſteemed for the 
reſpectability of his character: He is, Sir, one of the re- 
preſentatives of a county, which, as E have faid before, 


(but which for its honour cannot be mentioned too often) 


has always manifeſted a readineſs to take the lead in every 
public meaſure for the good of the community, or for the 
general benefit of mankind. If, Sir, this buſineſs: had 


deen in hands leſs able and leſs reſpectable, I ſhould now 


particularly have much regretted the loſs of one of the 


Hon. Gentleman's predeceſſors in the repreſentation of 
Yorkſhire, who I am ſure upon this occaſion would have 


eagerly diſplayed that ardent zeal for the unalienable rights 
of all his fellow- creatures, which was one of the chief 
characteriſtics of that moſt excellent citizen; but, Sir, I 


am perſuaded, that as the preſent repreſentatives: of the 


county of Vörk have been worthy followers of that bright 


example, ſo, on this moſt intereſting occaſion, _ will 


burn with the ſame ardent zeal for relieving the diſtreſſed 
which animated the breaſt of that moſt incomparable man. 
Would to God, Sir, that every member of the Britiſh 
Parliament would look, up with reverence: to that illuſtri- 
ous pattern! Let us follow his footſteps in the purity of 


our conduct, in our love of juſtice, mercy, and truth, and 

2 all our meaſures - if we do 
this, Sir, we ſhall pay the ſame tender regard to the rights 
of other countries as to our on; and, for my part, 1 
ſhall never believe thoſe perſons really ſincere, who are 


in the univerſal' rectitude o 


loud in their profeſſions of love of liberty, if I fee that 
8 > EC | love 
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(9) 
love confined to the narrow circle of one community, 
which ought to be extended to the natural rights of every 
human inhabitant: of the globe. We ſhall be more able, 
Sir, to bring ourſelves up to this ſtandard of rectitude, if 
we heartily endeavour to imagine ourſelves in the ſituati- 
on of thoſe who are oppreſſed, and then ſeriouſly conſider 
what we ſhould think of ſuch as could wiſh to eſtabliſh 
a juſt and equitable ſyſtem of morality in regard to them- 
elves, and one of another kind towards thoſe whom, for 
certain reaſons, they may erroneouſly think it their intereſt . 
to oppreſs. But, Mr. Speaker, let us not deceive our- 
ſelves ſo groſsly, as to imagine, that it is our real intereſt 
to oppreſs any one; the advantages to be obtained by op- 
preſſion and tyranny, are imaginary and deceitful to the 
oppreſſor and the tyrant---and the evils they cauſe to the 
"oppreſſed, are heavy, grievous, and many times inſup- 
-portable.---Before | ſit down, Sir, I e beg leave to 
obſerve, that if, in delivering thoſe ſentiments which 1 
have preſumed to offer to the Houſe, I ſhould appear to 
have expreſſed myſelf in any way too ftrongly, or with 
too much. vehemence, I freely truſt to the candour and 
fairneſs of Gentlemen for giving me the credit of not 
wiſhing or meaning to ſay any thing violent or offenſive; 
but, Sir, I muſt declare, that I. ſhould think moſt con- 
temptibly of myſelf, could I mention the enormities of 
the Slave Trade, without a very conſiderable degree of 
emotion and reſentment ; nevertheleſs, I would wiſh it 
were perfectly underſtood, that this reſentment goes only 
to the principles and conſequences of the Trade itſelf, 
without any ill will towards the perſons concerned in it. 
"Many of thoſe perſons, Sir, from peculiar ſituations, and 
from circumſtances, perhaps almoſt unavoidable, may be 
involved in it, and probably much to their concern and 
- diſcontent. Such perſons, Sir, I doubt not, from uſe and 
habit, ſee it in a very different light, however, from others. 
If, Sir, a perſon being betrayed by his feelings into an un- 
becoming degree of heat, in ſuch matters as relate ſolely 
to his own ſelfiſh intereſts, is [pardoned for ſuch offence, 
he ſurely has a juſter claim to liberal allowance, whoſe 
feelings are excited by the wrongs: of others, with whom 
he has only that general connection, which, however, 
- ought ſtrongly to be felt by every human creature. I, 
Sir, perſonally, :can feel no grievance whatever from the n 
„„ | * continuance Wl, 


T1 


continuance of the Slave Trade; and 1 therefore truſt, 


that there will be a diſpoſition to excuſe any exceſs that 
can have been occaſioned only by that pity which I feel 


for others. I am aware, Sir, but of one unworthy mo- 


tive to which my conduct, as well as that of many other 

individuals, upon this occaſion, may be attributed---I 
mean, Sir, the oſtentation and parade of virtuous and 
worthy ſentiments. or ined 5 


No, Sir, I muſt beg leave to remark, that it appears 


to me there is no one good action which can be perform- 
ed in life that may not be attributed, by ſuſpicion or ma- 
levolence, to that particular motive. Men may always 


inſinuate, that vain-glory is the cauſe by which individu- 


als are incited to actions apparently good; but that matter 
muſt” be decided between God and the conſciences of 
thoſe perſons whoſe conduct is ſuſpected, or perhaps ma- 


liciouſly aceuſed even without ſuſpicion; and if the gene- 


ral tenor of a man's life does not fairly lead to ſuſpicion 


that he is hypocritical or oſtentatious, it is ſurely highly 


uneharitable to impute to him ſuch diſpoſition without 
ſufficient grounds, and it is moreover of moſt pernicious 
conſequence to the public, as a great diſcouragement to 
men from acting meritoriouſly, when they not only loſe 
the credit of ſo acting, but are accuſed of doing that which 


is right in itſelf, merely for the ſake of public and popular 


applauſe. If, Sir, notwithſtanding this remark, I ſhould 
be ſo unhappy as to draw upon myſelf, by the part I have 
taken in this bufineſs, that harſh and undeſerved cenſure 


which I wiſh to deprecate, I muſt - endeavour to ſatisfy 


myſelf with the conſciouſneſs of my own fair intentions, 
and my moſt Hncere unwillingneſs to give offence to any 
one---and* with declaring, that as I do not pretend to 
judge of the feelings of other men's minds, ſo I muſt pro- 
teſt, that ſeeing this matter in the light I do, I ſhould 
elteem myſelf one of the worſt of men, did I not exert 
every means in my power perfectly to aboliſh ſuch abo- 
minable - wickedneſs. If, in attempting to forward this 
abolition, I ſhew the weakneſs of my ability, I muſt con- 


fole myſelf with the conſideration, that T feel more ſolid 
comfort from ſound public principle and conſiſtent con- 
duct therein, than I imagined I ſhould do from the exer- 


tion of any of the moſt brilliant faculties. with which I 


might have 'been- bleſſed. I have only to conclude, Sir, 


ith 
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the mores before 1, and with jmploring the bert 


public, and that when this matter ſhall be thorou Wy 


: he; ym to produce. If therefore the propoſition cquld 
be fo madified as to effect a gradual abolition, he ſhould 
be inclined to ſupport it. . 
Mr. Francis ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman who moved the 
Reſolution, had drawn inferences from facts, and proofs 
fromm inferences, in ſuch a manner as if it did not produce 
conviction, he had no idea of conviction being produced 
from evidence and argument. No man had yet ventured 
to ſay that the trade was not criminal ; and there was 
much reaſon to doubt whether, on the whole, it was pro- 
fitable. If his judgment were to be biaſſed by motives 
of intereſt or connection, every one of thoſe motives 
would incline him to vote againſt the Reſolution ; but he 
had not yet learned to make a compromiſe between duty 
and intereſt ; and were he to do fo on the preſent occa- 
ſion, he ſhould” derive little comfort from his feelings 
during the reft of his life. Without conſidering the ſitu- 
ation of the Slaves in Africa, the manner in which they 
were made Slaves, or the horrors of their tranſportation, 
and looking merely to their ſituation in the iflands, their 
Nate was ſuch as ought not to be tolerated by the legiſla- 
ture of a civilized country. The power of puniſhment 
alone was ſufficient to decide this. Where was that lod. 
_ ed, how was it awarded, and by whom was it inflicted! 
The party offended was the Judge, he pronounced ſen- 


tence 


„ 


tence between himſelf and the defenceleſs Slave, and he 
too was the executioner. He inflicted the puniſhment 
with his own hand, and every {tripe he gave ſerved only 
to aggravate his paſſion, ſo that puniſhment became jo 
him the gratification of malignant brutality and reyenge. 
The man who did this was ſeldom the proprietor, whoſe 
hand might be reſtrained by motives of intereſt, but an 
overſeer who had no perſonal intereſt in the life of the 
unhappy ſufferers, and whoſe diſpoſition was daily render- 
ed more barbarous and unfeeling by the practice of in- 
flicting puniſhment to ſtimulate exertion. © _ 
Nothing had a ſtronger tendency to corrupt the mind 
of man than the power of inflicting puniſhment. The 
effect which this produced might be ſeen at home in the 
treatment of horſes, thoſe noble animals, reared with ſuch 
care, and ſo highly valued. At all public places where 
they were not able to perform impoſſibilities, the coach- 
man, when once he began to apply his whip, ſeldom de- 
ſiſted, but from its Elling, or a ſenſe of danger to him 
ſelf, Vet horſes were property highly prized, and care- 
fully protected, which ſhewed that no conhderation of 
property was an adequate defence to the object of it againſt 
the abuſe of unlimited power. The proprietors af Slaves 
would be much more careful to treat them with humanj- 
ty, to grant them every degree of indulgence and pro- 


tection, which their condition would admit, in order to 


encourage propagation, and keep up their ſtock, when 
they were cut off from all other means of ſupply. To 
this they had hitherto paid very little attention, for it was 


thought cheaper, and more convenient, to keep up the 
ſock on a plantation, by importing: Slaves, than by rear- 


ing children, To have prolific women, was thought ra- 
ther an inconvenience than an advantage. The mother 

of a child, when her month was up, was ſent to labour 
with her infant at her back, and when ſeated on the 
Foes to give it the breaſt, was frequently rouſed by a 
aſh of the cart whip. . . | 


le mould have a much better opinion of the laws for 
protecting the lives of Slaves could he find that they were 


executed with ſuch rigour as to give them effect. There 
was an inſtance in evidence, and he regretted that the 


Hon. Gentleman had nat ſtated more, becauſe they made 


a more forcible impreſſion on men's minds than argu- 
ee ANI: 1 Ss — 


e 
ments, of an overſeer having thrown a flave into boiling 
cane- juice, which cauſed his death within four days. — 


What was his puniſhment? He was diſmiſſed from his 
employment, and condemned to pay the price of the ſlave. 


A caſe had occurred ſince the preſent enquiry was ſet on 


foot, not leſs attrocious. A girl of fourteen was ſo cruel] 
mangled with the cart-whip, that ſhe was unable to ſtand; 
and in this condition ſhe was dragged along the ground to 
what is called the Hoſpital, where ſhe died. The per- 
petrator of this murder was tried, and acquitted by a jury, 
on the ground that as the girl was property, it al not 
be his intention to kill her. Was it uncharitable to pre- 
ſume, that the men who gave ſuch a verdict, would be 
capable, under the influence of paſſion, of committing 


ſuch an act as they thought fit to juſtify? Was it not rea- 


ſonable to preſume, that there was ſomething in ſlavery, 
which debaſed equally the mind of the maſter and the ſlave? 
© Sir William Young faid, he rejoiced that he had had 
an opportunity to conſider maturely, the very brilliant 
ſpeech and elegant arguments of the Hon, Gentleman who 
made the motion before the Committee, There had 
been a vaſt body of evidence brought forward by thoſe 
who wiſhed to aboliſh the trade, which, though it might 
be in ſome reſpects true, was, in others, if not falſe, 
great] exaggerated ; and - muſt ſay, that thoſe gentle- 
men had carefully left out every part of the evidence 
which did not ſupport their own propoſition, and all that 
militated againſt it, for which reaſon he hoped the Com- 
mittee would not be led awa 70 their ſtatement, however 
eloquently it might be brought before them. He contended 
that the trade was abſolutely neceſſary to the exiſtence of 
our property in the Weſt India iſlands, and was ſure that 
were we to aboliſh it, other nations would take the ad- 
vantage of our imprudence, and take it up with avidity, 
as they had often declared the neceſſity of encouraging the 

importation of Slaves into their own iſlande. 
An Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Wilberferce) ſpeaking on 
this ſubject in the year 1789, had faid, that a neighbour- 
ing people who were then recovering their liberty had, in 
the firſt tranſports of their joy, and wiſhing to transfuſe 
the fame bleflings to others they were about to enjoy them- 
ſelves, propotelf to aboliſh the African trade; hut mark 


| what has ſince happened---When M. Barnave brought 


down 
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down the report of the Committee on this ſubject, the 
National Aſſembly would not hear a word advanced in 
favour of the Abolition; rior has the ſubject ever ſince been 
attempted to be brought forward. The Hon. Baronet 
produced likwiſe two other inſtances which ſtrongly prov- 
ed that we ſhould find many competitors for this traffic, 
were we to aboliſh it. The Cabinet of Spain was fo well : 
convinced of the advantage to be derived from it in ſup- 
port of their Weſt India Colonies, that the King had 
iſſued an edict in 1789, revoking all the former ones, and 
ordering ports to be opened fin his trans-atlantic domini- 
ons for the importation of Slaves: he alſo offered a boun- 
of one dollar upon every Slave, as an encouragement 
or their importation. | The Phillipine Company, at the 
ſame time, eſtabliſhed a factory in Africa to procure Slaves. 
The Danes and the Dutch were not leſs eager to have 
their ſhare of the trade, particularly the latter, who had 
come to ſome very ſtrong reſolutions for the recovery of 
it. Theſe were ſafficient inſtances to ſhow, that when 
we abandoned it, other nations would take it up. _ 
He took notice of what had been ſaid by a Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) on a former occaſion, 
for whom, though he had not the honour to be much ac- 
quainted, he muſt confeſs how ſenſible he was of his abi- 
lities and character as a ſtateſman, and how much weight 
and conſequence naturally followed his arguments in that 
Houſe and in the country; that Right Hon. Gentleman 
had faid, that after conſidering ſeriouſly: the whole evi- 


dence that had been laid before the Committee on the 


Slave Trade, if there was a man who thought that it 
ought not to be aboliſhed, he muſt indeed have a hard 

heart, and an inacceſſible head. He hoped, however, that 
he would not be accuſed of a hard heart, though he dif- 
fered from the Right Hon. Gentleman, when no evidence 
that had been given convinced him of the propriety of that 
meaſure; as to the uſe made to that evidence, and the 


arguments upon it, they really were not within his com- 
prehenſion. That Stateſmen, and others, had gone far- 
ther, and ſaid, that they ſaw nothing but inhumanity and 
injuſtice in the African Trade, and therefore cry---aboliſh 


it l for no advantage to this country, or ſafety 
to your Iſlands and Colonies, can excuſe inhumanity.— 


In his mind, ſerious and dreadful would theſe conſequences 
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be, and he conſidered all Stateſinen, and other men, re- 
ſponſible, not only for their actions, but the conſequences 


of their actions. It had been remarked by ſeveral Gen- b 
tlemen, that the whole of that evidence which went di- 3 
rectly to prove the propriety of African Slavery, nay, even . 
the juſtice of it, had been carefully paſſed over by the 5 
Hon. Gentlemen, who contended for the Abolition; he de 
thought it therefore neceſſary to advert to ſome of the moſt ths 
particular witneſſes, and to repeat their various teſtimo- fan 
nies to the Houſe, as argumentative documents in ſupport ons 
of his obſervations againſt the queſtion. - „„ ted 
Here the Hon. Gentleman commented very minutely 11 
upon the evidence concerning the purchaſe, carriage, and 1 
treatment of the Slaves, and made many obſervations on tiſh 
the population, which he could even argue, from the ar- reve 
guments of the Honourable Mover, had increaſed of late T 
under the management now prevalent in theſe Iſlands, held 
without any neceſſity exiſting for aboliſhing ſo advantage- cepti 
ous and important a branch of our revenue and commerce. But 
From the evidence he remarked, that the conduct of the mark 
Slave Merchants was proper, and the principles upon and f 


which the trade was founded, not only juſtifiable, but po- diate] 
litic and honoufable. He acknowledged the veracity of dence 
the evidence; that the Chiefs did, in certain circumſtances, from 
go up the country and bring down from thence ſlaves in but tl 
abundance to the Britiſh veſſeis. But he remarked, that conſid 
the delinquency of ſome kind in the ſlave, was the con- nen 
ſtant cauſe of this violent meaſure; and even the very 
Kings and Princes of Africa, much leſs the Britiſh Mer- 
chants, could not be charged with cruelty for the act. 
When he mentioned gre pt tea he did not-wiſh it 
ſhould be deemed that kind of ill which we might con- 
ſider as criminality. For we could be no more judges of 
right and wrong among Africaris, than Africans could be 
among Britons; and here he wiſhed it might be known, 
that however lightly we might think, or however jocoſely 
we might treat either the old faſhionable vice of witch- 
craft, or the more modern exceſs of adultery; ſtill if the 
Africans, more moral than we, held them in deteſtation, 
whether they could term the one a crime where polyga- 
my was permitted, or the other an offence, where only 
- .circumſtances could eſtabliſh it; ſtill, in either . 
had as good a right to puniſh the der as a E 
e | | +. tary 


re- J = would have to find a perſon. guilty upon the moſt 
poſiti 


ces ve evidence; therefore the futility of the argument, 
en- that imaginary crimes were perſecuted for the purpoſe of 
di- obtaining real ones, was completely defeated, and he ex- 
ven pected, would no more be advanced in this debate. It 
the had been rather ſeverely ſtated, that much cruelty had 
he been uſed, and innumerable acts of barbariſm perpetrated 
noſt to ſend into ſlavery the wretched African. But as mere 
no- ſurmiſe produced theſe ſuggeſtions, and as theſe ſuggeſti-. 
port ons were much exaggerated by the warm fancy, and more 


| again by the heated imagination of enthuſiaſtic phrenz 
tely he had ſome confidence that the Houſe, by its determi- 
and nation that night, would let mankind know, that a Bri- 
ON tiſh ſenate was not to be impoſed upon by the fanatical 
Ar- reveries of hot ſectaries and religious zealots. e 


hte The evidence given by Capt. Wilſon a d'others, was 
nds, held out, in terrorem, to frighten the feelings of the ſuſ- 


age- ceptible, and to miſguide the judgment of the diſcerning. . 


erce. But he could not paſs over their teſtimonies, without re-" 
f the marking, that the locality of their ſituation at Senegal, 
upon and particularly their ignorance of tranſactions not imme 
t po- diately within their view, when they gave hear-fay evi- 
ty of dence, were circumftances evidently ſufficient to remove” | 


nces, from the underſtanding of Gentlemen, not the fallacy, 
es in but the weakneſs of their teſtimonies; not but that he 
that conſidered himſelf particularly bound to pay theſe Gentle- 
con- wee compliment due to the man of honour and of 
very feeling; for he conſidered them as having acted upon 
Mer- principles of the higheſt honour and ſentiment.” But he 
_ would call the attention of Gentlemen to the evidence 
ſh it ven in by Capt. Hall, who, in like manner, acted from 
con- the ame. principles; yet his ſtatement went completely” 


5 of bo a different effect, and went to deny that any unfair me- 
11d be Withods were adopted to obtain Slaves, or having obtained 
nown, them, thoſe cruelties practiſed, which had been ſo extra- 
coſely vagantly reported; and this Gentleman had many oppor- 
witch- I tunities of being univerſally acquainted with the country, 
if the which he ſtated from his own obſervations, and from being 
tation, engaged many years in the trade himſelf. He gave as 
olyga- nuch information to the Committee, if not more, than 
e wy Gentleman whatſoever; yet his relation of facts went 
>, the 


pot to ſtate a train of 2 which could either 8 


LT 


fact or argument for the Abolition of the trade; but, on 
the contrary, promote it, and eventually promote the 
prefperity of the Britiſh Colonies in the Wen Indies,--- 
He was ready to admit that in the traffic for Africans, 
ſome indirect, nay, ſome wicked means had been uſed, 
but was that an argument againſt the propriety thereof; 
many a perſon had been plundered in London ftreets--. 
was that a reaſon 2 perſon ſhould ſtay within doors? 
If the abolition took place, he inſiſted that it would be of 
no avail to the negroes, though the friends to it ſeemed 
inclined to make the negroes more than men, and the 
3 India Gentlemen worſe than negroes in their con- 
„ 3% SR 
Sir William knew that the treatment which the ſlaves 
met with in the Weſt Indies at preſent, was the beſt a- 
dapted to their real welfare and ſituation, as well as to the 
intereſts of the mother-country and her colonies; and as to 
regulations, if any were neceſſary, he was ſure the planters 
would themſelves be beſt able and moſt willing to bring 
forward ſuch propoſitions as might anſwer: all the wiſhes 
. of thoſe humane Gentlemen, without any bad conſequence 
reſulting from them, and it would certainly be better to 
wait for ſuch propoſitions, than to bring in any bill to 


_ aboliſh the Slave Trade fo raſhly, as he thought the mo- ag 
_ which, he hoped would not paſs, tended to intro- and 
ce. J Ix ot ns Tre ts ini. 
Mr. M. Montagu roſe to give the moſt unqualified ap- fon 
on ans! ſupport to the motion made by his Hon. fou 
Friend, and pledged himſelf, if this motion ſhould be re- that 
jected, to renew it at ſome future time, declaring, while V 
ne had breath and power to uſe whatever talents or abili- ſtat! 
ties fell to his lot, he ſhould exert himſelf to the 'utmoſt, ſom 
to obtain an object ſo deſirable to every lover of juſtice othe 
and friend to mankind, _ | e mer 
Lord John Ruſſell ſaid, he had very great reſpect for to t 
thoſe Gentlemen, amongſt whom were ſome of his parti- nam 
cular friends, who had thewn ſo much humanity to the aut! 

. Slaves in the diſcuſſion of a queſtion which had been ar- 


ed with the moſt brilliant abilities that the Hoaſe could 
oaft of; however, he could not agree to the motion in 
its preſent extent, becauſe it tended to deſtroy a very con- 
ſiderable branch of commerce, our trade to the Welt In- 
dies, and to injure a very reſpectable body of men _ 
5 „„ cCernec 
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cerned in that trade, under the ſanction and faith of Par- 


lament, without offering them any compenſation for the 
injury done; and this he might argue to be the caſe, with- - 
out ſaying any thing that could be called repugnant to the 
feelings of humanity or juſticez nor did he think that 
either liberty. or humanity were endangered by this trade. 
He believed that other nations certainly would enjoy the 
advantages of the trade were we to give it up, and that 
the Slaves would be in no better ſituation than they were 
now. He was likewiſe confident that many ſerious and 
alarming conſequences would follow a precipitate abolition _ 

of the trade, which ought not to be riſked for a meaſure 
which was only vague, ſpeculative, viſionary, and chimeri- 
cal, which could anſwer no one ſpecific purpoſe. Regu- 
lations might be neceſſary, and nobody would object to 
them, becauſe they were ſure that the ends propoſed might 


[2 


be effected, the dignity of the country aſſerted, and all 


| thoſe cruelties and enormities ſo pathetically deſcribed, 


prevented, without a raſh and total abolition of the trade. 
From what he had ſaid, he hoped in God no man would 
cenſure him as poſſeſſed of a hard unfeeling heart, or in- 
ſenſible to every impreſſion of humanity and mercy ; he 
was ſure if they did, they were miſtaken in his character. 
Mr. Stanley ſpoke ſtrongly, and at very great length 
againſt the abolition of the Slave Trade, as oppreſſive and 
and unjuſt upon a great body of planters and merchants, 
injuring them without any proſpect of. recompence, and 
from ideas of humanity to the Negroes, which were ill 
founded. Thirty years experience of the ſituation, and 
that of the planters and others connected with the trade, 
ow him ſome right to believe that he knew the true 
ſtate of the caſe as well as moſt people. Of the evidence, 
ſome parts were true, ſome he knew to be fallacious, and 
others much exaggerated. He hoped, therefore, Gentle- 
men would not lay ſuch implicit ſtreſs upon it, as friends 
to the abolition wiſhed them to do. Many reſpectable 
names had been introduced, and their opinions quoted as 
authorities; amongſt others, he would mention Admiral 
Barrington's, 3 avowed. the neceſſity for diſcipline - 


among the Negroes, ſuch as was practiſed by the beſt and 
wiſeſt planters, elſe it would be impoſſible to keep them 
2 wy; e of ſubjection or order. He might be anſwer- 


t naval men were accuſtomed to ſee harſh treat- 
| 5 | ment, 


| r | 
ment, and laſhing of men, therefore little diſconcerted by 
it; but would this be a fair or liberal way of treating ſuch 
authority as he. had mentioned. He likewiſe read, as an 
authority, that Slavery was not incompatible with Chriſ. 
tianity and religion---opinions. of the Biſhop of Glou- 
ceſter---and- ſtated, that if Slavery was aboliſhed, the 
_  negroes would ſuppoſe themſelves on a footing with their 
maſters, and then an end would be put to all order, ma- 
nagement and ſafety. If it was carried into execution, he 
thought we miglit as well give up our colonies and iſlands 
entirely at the ſame moment. The inſurrections in Do- 
minica, he was well informed, had originated from the 
diſcuſſion of this queſtion in England, which was ſent 
from France to the Slaves in Martinique, and from thence 
communicated to thoſe of Dominiaqaa. 
It was certainly the intereſt of the Planters. to increaſe 
the population of negroes, and if humanity did not dictate 
to them to treat them properly, their intereſt would: 
for it was well known, that one of thoſe who were called 
ſeaſoned negroes were worth at leaſt two African Slaves, 
many of whom died before they were ſeaſoned. He knew 
a great many Planters, and believed in general that they 
all treated their Slaves very properly. . 3 
With tegard to the horrid inſtances of miſerable wretches 
being ſeen in the ſituations deſcribed by ſome of the evi- 
dences, from the cruelties of maſters, theſe inſtances, he 
imagined, had been collected by thoſe who were not much 


cquainted with the country, and had only been in towns, 


where they might have ſeen perhaps examples of the enor- 


mities committed by ſome monſtrous raſcals who had been 


their maſters, but theſe were neither frequent nor com- 
mon, He wiſhed ſome ſalutary regulations could be 
thought of, and if ny one brought them forward, the 
Planters would give him every ſupport and affiſtance in 
their power, but he never could agree to a total abolition. 
He then deſcribed the ſituation of Antigua, Nevis, and 
St. Chriſtopher's, with much local exactneſs and informa- 
tion; arguing ſtill the neceſſity of ſlavery in thefe Iſlands, 
and ſupporting his poſition with extracts from Locke, and 
once or twice from the Scriptures. He ſpoke a long 
time, but in a low voice, and we neither could follow or 


|  colle& what he faid mare particularly. 5 M 
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M. Smith faid, that he truſted that the Houſe would 


not be led by texts to embrace a doctrine contrary to every. 
ſyſtem of religion. The great maxim of chriſtianity was 
to do to others as we would be done by, and he would 
leave the Houſe to judge, whether this was the principle 


then J 
of the Slaye Trade. In juſtification of the practice had 


been alledged, its antiquity and univerſality ; upen the 


ſame ground, every ſpecies of vice and folly might be de- 
fended. Slavery was upon a very different footing in 
former ages from what it is now; they were treated as part 

of the family, and removed from every degree of con- 
tumely. He would leave it to be determined, whether 


ſuch was at preſent the condition of Slaves. It had 


been urged by the other ſide, that their cauſe was attend- 
ed with conſiderable diſadvantages. Their cauſe was in- 
deed attended with conſiderable diſadvantages, ſince, in 
defending it, they muſt oppoſe every common principle 
in which they had been educated, or which they had been 
taught to regard with reverence. The cauſe which he 
ſupported had likewiſe its diſadvantages. It was neceſſary 
to oppoſe a body of men of great commercial importance, 
and of reſpectable private characters. And he was con- 
vinced. that the hardſhips which the ſlaves ſuffered, aroſe 
chiefly from the want of their inſpection. The abolition 
of the Slave. Trade, he remarked, had purpoſely been 
confounded with the emancipation of the Negroes. For, 
from what principle could ſuch a report have been propa- 
gated, except in order to excite prejudices againſt the 
cauſe, An inſurrection, indeed, had happened. But 
ſuch inſurrections had happened before; and in three years, 
during which. this buſineſs had been under conſideration, 
might not one inſurrection be accounted for upon com- 
mon principles, and without ſuppoſing any particular in- 
fluence? The fact was, that this inſurrection was prin- 
cipally owing to ſome French Negroes, who had come 
among the ſlaves of our ſettlement, and happily had been 
quelled without any miſchief, - bs On ps” 
The exports and imports of our Weſt Indian Trade 
had been erroneouſly tated, in order to give a falſe im- 
portance to its advantages. The tonnage of the veſſels 
had been ſaid to amount to 240,000, and the ſailors em- 
ployed to 21,000. Whereas, in fact, in 1789, the whole 
tonnage amounted only to 130,000, and the ſailors to 
„„ „„ 10,000. 


| TR oo 
10, 00. The Weſt India trade was pimp of gteat 
Importance to the country, and did not, in order to have 
its advantages magnified, ſtand in need either of careleſs 
or wilful exaggeration, Mr. King had ſtated, that the 
London Merchants exported' to Africa to the value of 
100,0001: but had neglected to add, that this fum included 
likewiſe the value of the ſhips which were employed in 
carrying on the trade. It would be ſeen what regard was 
due to evidence, accompanied with ſuch groſs miſrepre- 
ſentation. It had been ftated, that our Eaſt India trade 
-was intereſted in our connections with the coaſt of Afri. 
ea. He could not fee how this was the caſe, except that 
we were ſupplied from the Eaft Indies with falt-petre for 
the gunpowder which we exported to Africa. It had been 
Rated that we ſent to Africa one-half of all the gunpow- 
der which we exported, ſo that it ſeemed, of 2, 700, ooo Ib. 
of gunpowder, the amount of our exportation in this ar- 
ticle, we ſend to Africa r, 300, ooo Ib. for the purpoſes, no 
doubt, of peace and civilization. An Hon. Gentleman 
had ſaid, that he ſhould not attempt to make any appeal 
to the feelings of the Houſe, but ſhould call the matter to 
reaſon and account. Vet ſurely if there was any queſtion 
in which an appeal might with propriety be made to the 
ſeelings of the Houſe, it was this. Vet he ſhould adopt 
his method; he ſhould call the matter to the deciſion of 
reaſon againſt prejudice, to account againſt groundleſs 
alarm and apprehenſion. He ſhould demand nothing more 
than what was ſtrictly juſtice, than what was conſiſtent 
with the ſoundeſt policy. For he was convinced, that by 
the ſtricteſt obſervation of juſtice, the intereſt of no coun- 
try could poſſibly be injured, By this queſtion, it had 
been ſaid, that we attempted to injure the honour and 
fair fame of reſpectable traders. Talk of honour and 
fair fame in a trade, whoſe firſt principle is founded in in- 
Juſtice, and which is carried on by a ſyſtem of fraud and 
_ cruelty! Yet we were told that the Africans were deceit- 
ful and treacherous ! Shame upon us! Deceitful and trea- 
cherous with ſuch examples! The incredibility of the evi- 
dence on this ſide, aroſe from its atrocity. It ſeemed of 3 
nature fo ſhocking, as in order to enforce belief, required 
judicial information. „%% ᷣ oe 
On this account he wiſhed that the evidence taken be- 
fore the Committee had been given upon cath. egg 
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both have given the confirmation which was defirable to 
the facts on their ſide of the queſtion, and another good 


effect it might have had to have rendered thoſe on the 


other ſide more cautious with regard to the evidence 
which they had given. Capt. Knox had ſtated, that in 
a veſſel of 147 tons, he carried upwards of 600 perſons, 
who all had room to Jay with comfort, when it appeared, 
from the evidence of one of his coadjutors, that 400 per- 


ſons could not have room to lie in ſuch a veſſel. The 


ſame Gentleman had ſtated, that in a veſſel of 120 tons, 


where he carried 130.tons water, he had no leſs than 50 


perſons, and proviſion and accommodation for them all, 
On ſuch facts it was not neceſſary to make any remarks. 
We wer? told, that by the abolition of the African Trade, 
four or five thouſand perſons, who were employed in mak- 
ing guns for exportation to that country, would be de- 
prived of a livelihood, as the trade was ſo entirely different 
from every other other. The trade muſt indeed be allow- 
ed to be entirely different from every other, ſince the 
guns, which were ſo exported, were much more dange- 
rous to the perſons who uſed them, than to thoſe againſt 

whom they were employed. The Muſter Rolls of Liver- 
pool prove, that of ten thouſand perſons employed in the 
trade. in five years, 22 per cent, had been loſt, which 
amounted to a loſs of five hundred per annum. Of theſe, 
inſtead as had been ſtated, one half, only one ſixteenth 
were Iandſmen. But this mortality, it had been faid, 
might be avoided by adopting proper regulations. Then 
for what were thoſe merchants accountable, who had ne- 


glected to adopt fuch regulation? But their whole ſouls- 


were occupied with another ſubje&---their attention was 
too agreeably employed upon the groſs returns, to be ſpar- 
ed to any means for preſerving the lives of their fellow- 
creatures. The loſs of Slaves during the voyage amount- 
ed to xo per cent, If this was not the caſe, why had all 
the merchants only brought four or five voyages, inſtead 
of ſtating the amount of all the voyages which they had 
made ? An exception was to be made in favour of Mr, 
Anderſon, who had given an account of all the voyages 
he had made, and in whoſe ſhips the loſs had been much 
leſs, in conſequence of the ſlaves being allowed twice as 
much room. It had been alledged, that the African 


Trade was not more deſtructive to ſeamen than any other 


trade 
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trade in the tropical climates; but with. what truth it 
might be judged, when it was ſtated, that in the African 
Trade, there periſhed 20. per cent. and in the Weſt In- 

dia Trade only one and a half. If the aſſertion were true, 

the advantages of the Weſt India Trade muſt ſoon appear 

in a very different light. 33 


. 


Captains had affirmed that there periſhed in the African 
trade as many ſeamen as might man one ſhip of the line; 
if the mortality in the Weſt India trade was equally great, 
our ſeamen would ſoon be exhauſted; It had been ſtated 
that we had a right to the trade as well as other nations, 
It might be aſked what was our right, upon what princi- 
pie was it founded, wherein did it conſiſt? An Hon. 
Gentleman had adviſed us to be quiet. We were eaſy 
and happy. Happy as we might be perſonally, yet for 
the honour of humanity, it was to be hoped, that we were 
not happy, while ſo many of our fellow-creatures were 
miſerable, and we retained in our hands, unexerciſed, the _ 
wer of relieving them. | „ 
The ſame Gentleman had ſaid, that of twenty reaſons, 
which he might aſſign againſt aboliſhing the Slave Trade, 
he would mention only one, that the complete abolition 
was impoſſible. How was it impoſfible? By aboliſhing 
it on our own part, we at leaſt took the moſt direct way; 
we declared our principles; we did more---we ſet the 
example. He truſted that we ſhould likewiſe ſet another 
example, by ſhewing that it was poſſible to preſerve Welt 
India poſſeſſions without the importation of ſlaves, © The 
loſs, if any loſs ſhould reſult from the abolition of the 
Trade, would, he dared ſay, be never perceived. It was 
the continuance of the Trade which rendered the encreaſe 
of the breed of ſlaves imperceptible. It was ſtated that 
the abolition would be an injury to public credit. This 
was a mere petitio principii, as it was denied in the firſt 


inſtance that the meaſure would be at all hurtful to the 


intereſt of our ſettlements in the Weſt Indies. If we did 
not abandon it, till all other nations ſhould, we muſt wait 
. for an event, which could never happen till all civilized 
nations ſhould at once concur to give up a meaſure, which 
was not tenable upon the principles of juſtice and, huma- 
nity. It was not the intention of the Committee, in 
bringing forward facts, to criminate the Weſt India 
Planters. It was only their intention, by theſe facts, ta 
N . prove 
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prove the unprotected ſtate of the Negroes. | Wherever 
they had been well treated, wherever, as had been ſo ably. 
ſtated, any one of the cauſes of their decreaſe had | 
removed, the breed had uniformly been found to increaſe, _ 
In Jamaica more males than females were employed in the 
Sugar - Plantations-=-a circumſtance which could not but 
be unfavourable to propagation. Mr. Long's account of 
the prejudices of the Weſt India Planters, was more 
forcible indeed than any thing he ſhould chooſe to fay.--- 
He regretted the tendency of unlimited power frequently 
to lead to the moſt barbarous abuſfe. 
He mentioned the ſtory of a youth who had been ſeen 


o 


in the ſtreets, entirely naked, mortiſied all over, and co- 


vered with .wounds, ſome of which were large enough to. 


admit the finger. He had: an iron collar round his neck, 


with ſpikes: projecting. He was unable to ſit on account 
of his wounds, and theſe ſpikes, which had barbarouſſy 
been contrived for the purpaſe, would not allow him to 
lay. He was in this ſituation, not on account of any of- 
fenee againſt the legiſlature, but merely as he was unable 
to work, his maſter, on the truly Chriſtian and Apoſto- 
lical principle, did not chooſe that he ſhould eat. 


Another ſtory had been related by a ſeaman, in evidence, 
beſore the Committee who ſaw an infant of nine months 
old, becauſe it would not eat, charged by the Captain 
with ſulkineſs, who, ſwearing *:D---n me, but I'll make 
you. eat, or I will kill you, began flogging: the infant till 
it was ſwelled beyond its natural fize---and the ſurgeon, - 
for its ſafety, adviſed that its feet ſhould be put into hot 
water: the inffuman monſter ordered water to be brought 
into which, tho' informed it was too hot, he plunged 
the feet of the infant, till its nails were ſeen ſwimming 
on the ſurface, and the fleſh ſhrivelled and dropping from 
the bones I- -Then, with ſavage apathy, he ordered oil 
and flannel for its relief; but from its agonizing. tortures 
Providence ſoon relieved it. To complete this uneqalled 
inſtance of barbarous and inhuman butchery, a ſtill more 
horrid deed fills the bloody ſcene When this faultleſs, 
ſpeechleſs babe was to be caſt into the ocean, as its grave, 
its mother was commanded. to perform this laſt ſad office! 
but though-- a. ſlave, her nature ſhrunk with horror, ane 
indignantly: ſhe- MODAN command; ſhe then became: 
tze object of his ſavage ferocity, and was ordered to be 

JJC n | Hogged ; 


. 
flogged; when almoſt expiring; and turning her eyes 

from Hh accurſed act ſhe was enforced to commit, ſhe 

dropped it into its grave, and fell proſtrate on the deck 


[Mr. Smith was here interrupted by an univerſal cry of 
_ © hear, a few perſons excepted, who, callous to every 


emotion of humanity,” laughed--- This ſeemed almoſt to 
petrify Mr. Smith, and led him to obſerve, that he was 


ſorry to find a Britiſh Senate, diſgraced by a ſmile ap- 


proving of ſo black a conduct; and, apparently overcome 
by it, he fat down amid a loud cry of © hear,” without 
further obſervation. ] _ V 

Mr. Cawthorne ſaid, that the ſtory of the child, from 
its enormity, was impoffible, as many other parts of the 


evidence might be refuted on the ſame ground. Of this 


there were many inſtances; one man ſaid that the Captains 
of French Slave Ships, when they had not a ſufficient 


quantity of water for the number on board, preferred giv- 


ing them arſenick to throwing them into the fea. Ano- 
ther believed that the religion of Angola was the Roman 
Catholic. Did evidence ſo abſurd deſerve the leaſt atten- 
In deciding on a queſtion, which involved the abolition 


of the Slave Trade, they would do well to recollect what 


was required by juſtice to the iſlands, by humanity to 
themſelves, and by general policy. He intimated, that if 
the Hon. Gentleman ſhould loſe the queſtion, as he truſt- 
| 2 he ſhould, he would make à motion of a different ten- 
Mr. Courtenay faid, that he had laſt night heard the 
eloquent, pathetic, and forcible ſpeech of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman who had moved the queſtion with much ſympath 
and conviction. That ſympathy had not been ne 
nor that conviction removed, by any thing which he had 
| ſince heard on the other ſide. He meant new only to 
make a few remarks: upon what had been ſtated by an 
Hon. Baronet; and another Hon. Member.---It had been 
ſaid, that if we ſhould abandon the trade, it would fall in- 
to the hands of France. But it would be recollected, 
with what approbation the motion of the late M. Mira- 
beau had been received in that country, for aboliſhing the 
trade, though the ſituation of their colonies abroad might 
not have rendered it prudent for them to have carried the 
meaſure into immediate execution. But it was 125 5 oy 
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the two nations, now cemented: 


children, they afforded them the prote 


E 


doubted, that if the Parliament of this country ſhould be- 
gin, ſo wiſe and enlightened a body as the National Aſſem- 
dly would quickly imitate their example. The union of 
d: by freedom, might be 
ſuppoſed to render the cauſe of juſtice and humanity uni- 
verlſal. But even though the trade ſhould not be aban- 
doned by other nations, yet if juſtice required its abolition, 
we ought not to heſitate with ve! e the part which we 
were to act. But it had been alledged, that the trade was 
conducted upon principles of humanity. This indeed was 
a new ſpecies of humanity. The humanity had been ſtated 
to eonſiſt in "reſcuing the Negroes from their wretched 
ſituation at home. Ves, we reſcued them from their 
ſituation at home; and, no doubt, much credit was due 


to their humanity, for the treatment which they ſubſtitut- 
tee colonies. ©) vc) egg 


The principle of ſavage war, it had been ſtated, was a 
general maſſacre. This, however, was not the fact, as 
would appear from the accounts of travellers: On the 
contrary, they frequently adopted their captives into their 
own families, and ſo far from ee, e women and 
ction which the 

weakneſs of ſex, or age, demanded. There could be 
no doubt, that the practice of kidnapping prevailed. It 


had been ſaid, that thoſe were ſold as flaves, who had been 


guilty of adultery. It was a cireumſtance worth being 


remarked, that every man was allowed ſix wives; and 
though this number could not be ſuppoſed to leave much 
inducement to the crime, yet it might naturally be expect- 
ed to render the wives more jealous. The huſband knew 
that he had ſix wives, but the wives knew that they had 
only one huſband. It had been likewiſe ſaid, that it was 
not very probable that the crime of witcheraft ſhould 
afford à pretext for any being ſold into ſtavery: Thoſe 
who could reaſon upon this improbability ſhowed them- 

. elves but little acquainted with the hiſtory of their own 
country. In the reign of James I. the crime of witch- 
- craft had been created: for the purpoſe of information. No 
leſs than fixty informations were given by one man. An 

' Hon, Member had contended againſt the abolition. of the 
Slave Trade, which had been ſanctioned by twenty-ſix acts 
of Parliament; but he dared 14 5 that it would be found 


that the puniſhment of witcheraft was ſanctioned by fifty- 
ſix acts of Parliament. CCC 
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It had becen ſtated, that the pulpit had been employed 
as an inſtrument of attack upon the Slave Trade. If this 
was really the caſe, he was happy to underſtand, that the 
pulpit had been ſo well employed. But he was rather apt 
to be doubtful of the fact, as he knew that Clergymen 
had obtained preferment for inculcati 
the Negroes were predeſtined to ſlavery. And he doubt- 
ed not that when the Bill was carried up to the other 
Houſe; the Biſhops would riſe up with that brave and vir- 
tuous indignation by which they were uniformly diſtin- 
guiſhed, to aboliſh a meaſure ſo contrary to the dictates 
of humanity:: Every Member would recollect, that on 
his vote this night depended the happineſs of millions, that 
it was in his power to ſanction a meaſure, whoſe beneficial 


conſequences would be felt over an extenſive quarter of 


the globe, and which ſhould ſow the ſeeds of civilization, 
and eſtabliſh the firſt principles of humanity; in regions 
where they were formerly unznown, nn. 
Lord Carysfort ſaid, that if he had entertained any 
doubts with reſpect to the queſtion, they would have been 
cbmpletely removed, by the manner in whieh it was in- 
troduced, and the manner in which it had been oppoſed. 
It was worthy. of attention that there was no other mode 
of relief for the hardſhips and ſufferings of the Negroes 
than what was to be found in the reſolutions of the Houſe. 
The meaſure which was now recommended was „ e 
by policy; as the firſt intereſt of every natiom conſiſted in 
adherence to juſtice. If the Motion ſhould: not be carried, 
as he truſted it ſhould, he hoped at leaſt; that the queſtion 
would be the means of exciting the attention of the Houſe 


to the defective ſtate of the legiſlature with reſpect to the 


bGlaves in the Weſt Indies. The Conſolidated Act of the 


Aſſembly of Jamaica, held out no relief to the Negroes. 


They were ordered, when guilty of amoffence, to receive 
a a puniſhment of thirty- nine laſhes with a -catt-whip.--- 
But what offence could be adequate to a puniſhment of 
duiirty- nine laſhes ſo inflicted? They were! deprived of 


dhe right of ſelf-defence againſt any white man. The 


importation, he ſtated bore no proportion to the groſs num- 
ber of ſlaves. From the increaſe which had taken place 
in the breed of ſlaves, he inferred that ſimilar means might 
be attended with equal ſucceſs in our Weſt India poſleſ- 
ſions. He enforced the abolition of the Slave Trade, by 
FE ð ]) x cConſiderations 
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conſiderations drawn from the policy of this country, and 
ſtated the repugnance of the practice to the principles of 


dur conſtitution. Though the Trade ſhould be taken 
up by ether nations, yet if it was a Trade in itſelf diſ- 
graceful and ruinous, we ſhould have no occaſion to re- 
gret chat we had abandoned it into their hands. 


My of 


Col. Phipps ſaid, that the queſtion had been argue 


| d ups 
on the general ground of the feelings of humanity and the 


rights of man. His opinion had been formed from thoſe 
who had opportunities of being acquainted with it from 
their own experience and obſervation. It was to be con- 


ſidered where this trade was carried. The African go- 


vernment had been ſtated to be partly monarchical and 


partly ariſtocratical, yet though the diſtinction might hold 


nominally, yet in reality it was purely deſpotic, The 


condition of the Slaves were infinitely leſs miſerable in 
our own. colonies, than in their own country, It had been 


aſſerted, that wars were carried on for the purpoſes of th® 


Slave Trade. This aſſertion could not be true, as from 
war aroſe the difficulty of procuring ſlaves. If thoſe enor- 
mities, which had been repreſented, really exiſted, why 


might not inſpectors be appointed, and regulations adopt- 


ech in order to effect a remedy, rather than cutoff a branch 
of trade ſo. uſeful to this country, and abſolutely indiſpen- 
fable for the preſervation of its ſettlements in the Weſt 


Indies. If ſuch cruelties were committed, as had been 


deſcribed, he owned he was willing to go to any lengths 


in order to prevent them. But his horror at the recital 


was not exceeded by his ſurpriſe. During ten months 


which he had ſgent in 3 and in viſits Which he had | 
paid to the other Iſlands, he had not occaſion to remark, 
any of thoſe cruelties. The only ſeverities which he had 


witneſſed, had been exerciſed by Black people. 


As to the argument, that the breed could be kept up 
without importation, founded upon the increaſe in ſome 
of the iflands, he doubted if ſuch increaſe could have been 
uged, had it not been for ſupplies which had been re- 
deived from Africa. As to particular inſtances, which 
bad been mentioned, of exceſſive cruelty, they were the 
fault, not of any ſyſtem, but of human nature. Inſtances 
of the ſame ſort had occurred from individuals of this 
country, as in the caſe of Mrs. Brownrigg. Why, in- 
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ſtead of aboliſhing the Slave Trade, ſhould we not guard 
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It had becen ſtated, that the pulpit had been employed 
as an inſtrument of attack upon the Slave Trade. If this 
was really the caſe, he was happy to underſtand, that the 
pulpit had been ſo well employed. But he was rather apt 
to be doubtful of the fact, as he knew that Clergymen 
had obtained pyeferment for inculcating the doctrine that 
the Negroes were predeſtined to ſlavery. And he doubt- 
ed not that when the Bill was carried up to the other 
Houſe, the Biſhops would riſe up with that brave and vir- 
tuous indignation by which they were uniformly. diſtin- 
guiſhed, to aboliſh a meaſure ſo contrary to the dictates 
of humanity:| Every Member would recollect, that on 
his vote this night depended the happineſs of millions, that 
it was in his power to ſanction a meaſure, whoſe beneficial 
conſequences would be felt over an extenſive quarter of 
the globe, and which ſhould ſow the ſeeds of, eivilization, 
and eſtabliſh the firſt principles of humanity; in regions 

where they were formerly unznown, Bane ed. 


; — 


Lord Carysfort ſaid, that if he had entertained any 


doubts with reſpect to the queſtion, they would have been 
completely removed, by the manner in whieh it was in- 


troduced, and the manger in which it had been oppoſed. 


It was worthy. of attention that there was no- other mode 
of relief for the hardſhips and ſufferings of the Negroes 
than what was to be found in the reſolutions of the Houſe. 
The meaſure which was now recommended was ſupported 
by policy, as the firſt intereſt of every nation conſiſted in 
adherence to juſtice. If the Motion ſhould: not be carried, 

as he truſted it ſhould, he hoped at leaſt that the queſtion 
would be the means of exciting the attention of the Houle 


to the defective ſtate of the legiſlature with reſpe& to the 


blaves in the Wett Indies. The Conſolidated Act of the 
Aſſembly of J amaica, held out no relief to the Negroes: 
They were ordered, when guilty of an offence, to receive 
- a puniument, of thirty-nine laſhes with a -catt-whip.--- 
But what offence could be adequate to a puniſhment of 
chirty- nine laſhes ſo inflicted ? They were! deprived. of 


the right of ſelf-defence againſt any white man. The 


importation, he ſtated bore no proportionto the groſs num- 
ber of ſlaves.. From the increaſe which had taken place 


in the breed of ſlaves, he inferred! that ſimilar means might 


be attended with equal ſucceſs in our Weſt India poſſeſ- 
ſions. He enforced the abolition of the Slave Trade, by 
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conſiderations drawn from the policy of this country, and 
ſtated the repugnance of the practice to the principles of 
dur conſtitution. Though the Trade ſhould be taken 
up by ether nations, yet if it was a Trade in itſelf diſ- 
graceful and ruinous, we ſhould have no occaſion to re- 
gret that we had abandoned it into their hands. 
Col. Phipps ſaid, that the queſtion had been argued up- 
on the general ground of the feelings of humanity and the 
rights of man. His opinion had been formed from thoſe 
who had opportunities of being acquainted with it from 


their own experience and obſervation. It was to be con- 


ſidered where this trade was carried. The African go- 
vernment had. been ſtated to be partly monarchical and 
partly ariſtocratical, yet though the diſtinction might hold 
nominally, yet in reality it was purely deſpotic, The 
condition of the Slaves were infinitely. leſs miſerable in 
our own colonies, than in their own country, It had been 
aſſerted, that wars were carried on for the purpoſes of the 
Slave Trade. This aſſertion could not be true, as from 
war aroſe the difficulty of procuring ſlaves. If thoſe enor- 
mities, which had been repreſented, really exiſted, why 
might not inſpectors be appointed, and regulations adopt- 
ed, in order to effect a remedy, rather than cutoff a branch 
of trade ſo uſeful to this country, and abſolutely indiſpen- 
able for the preſervation of its ſettlements in the Weſt 
Indies, If ſuch cruelties. were committed, as had been 
deſcribed, he owned he was willing to go to any lengths 
in order to prevent them. But his horror at the recital 
was not exceeded by his ſurpriſe. During ten months 
which he had ſpent 3 and in viſits which he had - 
paid to the other. Iſlands, he had not occaſion to remark, 
any of thoſe cruelties, The only feverities which he had 
witneſſed, had been exerciſed by Black C 
As to the argument, that the breed could be kept up 
without importation, founded upon the increaſe in ſome 
of the iflands, he doubted if ſuch increaſe could have been 
wged, had it not been for ſupplies which had been re- 
teived from Africa. As to particular inſtances, which 
had: been mentioned: of exceſſive cruelty, they were the 
fault, not of any Fr but of human nature. Inſtances 
of the ſame fort had occurred from individuals of this 


1 


country, as in the caſe of Mrs. Brownrigg. Why, in- 
lead of aboliſhing the Slave Trade, ſhould we not guard 


it 
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it by regulation againſt abuſe, and as it was a meaſure of 
neceſſit 2 converted into an inſtrument of benefit ? Why 
- thould we not take the negroes from their ſavage ſtate, 


and render them the objects of civilization, and the con- 1 

verts of Chriſtianity? Even in their preſent ſtate, the boy 

Indians were lively, chearful, and happy. Their fondneſs 555 

for dreſs ard baubles ſhewed that they were perfectly at be 

eaſe in their minds, and felt no depreſſion from their ſitu- | 
ation.--- How then was humanity intereſted in aboliſhing : 

z practice, which gave no interruption to the happineſs of hy 

thoſe who were its objects, and on the contrary, ſeemed ns 

| to render their condition preferable to what otherwiſe it 70 

| 285 5 have been? VVT dy 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, from the hour Pr: 

öf his having the honour to fit in Parliament to the pre- 1 

ſent, among all the political or perſonal queſtions in which Th 

it had been his fortune to take a ſhare, there never was a jd 

queſtion in which, both from the principles it involved, . ©. 

and the conſequences connected with it, his heart was fo im 


deeply intereſted. But forcibly as it appealed to the beſt 455 
moſt unerring ſenſations of man, ſtrong, and in his 
mind irreſiſtible, as were the arguments that might be 
drawn from that ſource alone, he would not argue it mere- 
ly as a queſtion of feeling, although in departing from 
that ground, he deſired it to be underſtood. that he did not 
abandon it. 'The main ſtrength of the arguments, ad- 
vanced by thoſe who oppoſed the motion of his Honour- 
able Friend, was to bring forward an impracticability, 
which reſolved itſelf into à queſtion of expediency or in- 
expediency. - On this ground he ſhould examine it, ob- 
ferving, as a neceſſary precaution againſt mifunderſtand- 
ing his own ſentiments, that no expediency would hinder 
him from aſſenting to it, unleſs it could be ſhewn that the 
legiflature of a country had not a right to bind its 0 
and to reſtrain them from a violation of the general and 
ſundamental principles of juſtice and morality. No man 
would contend that it was any ſlight ground of expediency 
that ought. to ſanction the continuance of ſuch a trade, or 
that any thing ſhort of whether the cultivation of the 
- Weſt India, Iſlands could be carried on without it, ſo 3 
to render them beneficial to the proprietors, and of ad. 
vantage to this country, ought to make it even the ſubjec 
of diſcuflion, It had been ſaid by thoſe who . 

+ motion 
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=; that the natural progreſs of population would not keep 
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motion, that no adequate means of cultivation could be 
found, if the Slave "I rade were aboliſhed ; and that if ade- 
quate means could be found, the Planters would not only 
chearfully conſent to adopt ſuch means. but return their 
grateful thanks to thoſe who ſhould ſuggeſt them. From 
thoſe who ſaid ſo he differed widely in opinion; and al- 
though he could not but lament to find the ſentiments of 
all thoſe who had a more immediate intereſt in the deciſi- 
on at variance with his, and their judgment directly op- 
poſite to that which, he had formed, yet he could not but 
think, that an exceſs of ſenſibility, and an over apprehen- 
ſion in a caſe that concerned them ſo nearly, had prevent- 
ed them from drawing the ſame concluſions from the ſame 
facts as he had done; and that he and other gentlemen, 
who had no bias on their minds, who had no object in 
view, but to diſcover truth, were perhaps more competent 
judges than they were. In conſidering this part of the 
ſubject, he ſhould firſt refer to Jamaica, both as the moſt 
important of the Weſt India Iſlands, containing about 
one half of the .number of Slaves in the whole, and as 
that in which they had before them the moſt accurate ac- 
counts of the importation and eee de on. . 
From thoſe documents and oral teſtimony of thoſe gen- 
tlemen who had ſpoken in ſupport of the contrary opinion, 
he truſted he ſhould prove to the ſatisfaction of the Com- 
mittee, that there was the proſpect of ſecuring the culti- 
vation of the lands without any material diminution of 
the number of Slaves, in the firſt inſtance, and of laying 
the foundation of a future increaſe on ſuch ſolid and per- 
manent. principles as could not be ſhaken in the natural 
courſe of things, and would render the ftate. of the iſland 
infinitely ſuperior to a dependence on importation.” =&_- 
Accounts had been made out for a ſeries of periods of 
the increaſe of Slaves by birth; and importation, and of 
the decreaſe by caſualty or death. From the firſt of thoſe - 
periods it appeared that the decreaſe of numbers, inde- 
pendent of importation, had been gradually diminiſhing to 
the laſt, viz. from 1768 to 1788, in which the decreaſe, 
on an average, was not more than one per cent. This 
decreaſe was owing to various cauſes, which, by whole. 
ſome regulations, might be removed. and when removed, 
as they already in a great meaſure were, no man would 


op 
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on an average of 20 years, and that according to the moſt 


chan | 
to railing proviſions on the iſland, greatly increaſed the 
culture for that purpoſe, and created a rich and permanent 


\ 
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up the number. The ſtatements, however, in thoſe cal. 
culations made the decreaſe much tov great. He entered 


into a clear and accurate examination of thoſe ſtatements, 
comparing one account with another, and pointing out in 


hat each was correct, or incorrect, from which he de. 


duced, that allowing the number of Slaves not rated in 
the tax-tables to bear the ſame proportion to the number 
rated in 1768 and 1788, the decreaſe of numbers, inde. 

f importation, had been leſs than one per cent. 


unfavourable calculation it could not have exceeded one 


and three-fourths. This was the decreaſe on the whole 


number, and for the whole period; but as applied to the 
preſent time it was conſiderably leſs, becauſe the decreaſe 


from its progreſſive diminution muſt have been greater in 


the former part of the period than in the latter. In that 
period too there had been extraordinary cauſes of diminu- 
tion, By a ſucceſhon of hurricanes and calamities ſuch 
as had never occurred in any former period, 1 5000 ſlaves 
had been ſwept away. The independence of America had 
been another cauſe of decreaſe. By the change in the 


mode of ſupplying the iſlands with proviſions, Which had 


been adopted for wiſe reaſons, and attended with bene- 
ficial effects, a ſhort ſcarcity was aſſerted to have been 
felt, which naturally fell heavieſt upon the Slaves. That 


ge, however, had turned the attention of the Planters 


reſource againſt future ſcarcity, by which the condition of 


the Slaves was proportionally improved. Nor. was this 
all. In the general accounts of deaths were included the 


deaths of Slaves newly imported; and theſe, if taken out, 
would ſhew that among the Negraes ſeaſoned on the 


_ Hfland, the births were more than ſufficient to ſupply the 


deaths. For the firſt two? years. imported negroes could 


contribute nothing to the general ſtock by birth, but much 
to the general mortality; for it was admitted, that nearly 
one half of them died in the ſeaſoning. 


Of thoſe who were landed in health, although what 


ſort of health they could enjoy after ſuch l it . 
ing to the 


not eaſy to conceive, but of thoſe who, accor 
term uſed in the market, were ſaid to be in health, one- 


| fourth.dicd; and of thoſe. who came loaded with ſuch 
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had been compelled to look upon more than a half, mak- 

ing together at the loweſt computation one third of the 

whole, This on 6000, the average number annually im- 

ported, "amounted to little ſhort of one per cent. on te 
whole number in the iſland. From all theſe conſidera- 3 
tions it was clear that the decreaſe of population was not 

more than three fourths per cent., and would it be con- 

tended,” that to ſtop' ſo ſmall a decreaſe was beyond the 

power of ſuch regulation às benevolence,” humanity, and,* » 
be might add, intereſt, would readily point out. 
Were then the importation of Slaves to be ſtopped, this 
ſmall decreaſe of numbers would go on gradually leſſening, 
till, in the courſe of 14 or 15 years, as the diſproportion 
between the ſexes, which the importation alone kept up, 
ceaſed to operate, it would intirely diſappear, and a gra- 
dual increaſe take place. If to this was added the effect 
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tons, regilaridn proceeding from a near and urgent ſenſe 
„ from the neceffity impoſed on every planter of 
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quence? That the number of imported Slaves would be 
„„ Aminiſhed, and the number of Creoles encreaſed, the 
latter, by their own acknowledgement, much more valu- 
able than the former. VVA 
Would any. diminution that could be apprehended be of 
ſuch magnitude as to counter-balance this adyantage, in- 
dependent of the happineſs of being releaſed from the ne- 
ceſſity of that importation. which they had felt fa long to 
be a burden and a curſe? They ſaid, that they were de- 
firous of improving the condition of their Slaves. That 
which improved the condition and the value of the im- 
ported ſlave, would improve equally the condition and the 
value of the Creole, and contribute two-fold to the con- 
ſequences he had ſtated, This was intimately connected 
with another queſtion, viz. the condition of the deſcend. 
ants of thoſe Slaves. The haſty inconſiderate abolition 
of Slavery in the Weſt Indies, which had been imputed 
to thoſe who brought forward the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, had never entered into the imagination of any ra- 
tional man. In the condition into which we had brought 
them, a raſh emancipation before the objects of it were 
inſtructed to uſe with diſcretion the gift that was given 
them, would be to commit a breach of duty, not to con- 
fer a benefit; but it was impoſſible not to ſay, that as the 
' means of inſtruction was given them, they ought to be gra- 
dually releaſed from the abject ſtate of ſervitude, in which 
they now were, and put under the full protection of the 
law. If this was a deſirable object, how was it to be ob- 
tained if the importation continued ? „ 
Take away that, and the difficulty would vaniſh.— 
Inſtruction, much more than any regulation, would im- 
prove their value, and far beyond the compenſation for 
the pains in beſtowing it, be the means of atonement and 
|. | expiation for the miſeries inflicted on ſo many generations, 
| 5 That their value would increaſe with the degree of their 
13 freedom, was no wild ſpeculation of his. It was founded 
on the general principles of human nature, and ſanctioned 
by the invariable teſtimony of human experience. 
In thoſe iſlands where Slaves had one day in the week 
_ to. themſelves, although worn down and exhauſted. by fix 
days labour, it was acknowledged that they 3 the 
time that was given them, and in ſome caſes raiſed their 
own proviſions. Such would always be the caſe. They 
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tereſt in their induſtry ; and when they had the natur! 


ſprings of human action, they would riſe to the dignity of 
u m · A 1 bog 
On theſe grounds he was convinced, that the decreaſe 
of Slaves by an immediate ſtop to the importation would 
be inconſiderable; that it would be temporary; that it 
would gradually diminiſh ; and that it would be followed 


| by a great and permanent advantage, with all the other 


benefits that he had ſtated. Theſe reaſons, tho? drawn 
from the ſtate of Jamaica alone, as far as the information 
went, were applicable to the other iſlands. He went into 
the ſame ſort of detail reſpecting the progreſs of population 
in each, and concluded, that except in Grenada and St. 
Vincent's, which had not been fo 1 in our poſſeſſion as 
the reſt, there was no danger of any material decreaſe of 

numbers, by ſtopping importation. 


hat exception might 
be made in favour of theſe, it would be for the wiſdom of 
the Houſe to conſider ; but m_y they would not ſay, that 
if the Abolition might be effected in four fifths of the 
whole, the accidental circumſtances of the other fifth, for 
which a remedy could be found, ought not to ſtand in the 
17 6 He hoped he had ſhewn that there was no intereſt 
endangered, which the Committee could, in the face of 

the world oppoſe to the ſuggeſtions of their feelings, and 
the dictates of their conſciences. Mr. Pitt ſaid, having 
gone ſo much at length into the queſtion of expediency, 
he ſhould fay a few words, and but a few, on the other 
parts of the ſubject. . What was the ſtate of the trade? 
When he looked to Africa, and the ſtate of the govern- 
ments on the Slaye Coaſt, all of them, under whatever 
form, more dt leſs deſpotic, the conſequences. to be in- 
krred were exactly ſuch as they appeared in evidence. If 
where the reſtraints on thoſe in power were few and fee- 
ble, any trade was offered which applied to their paſſions 
It was at once a call upon them to commit abuſes, an 
muſt produce all the evils that were attributed to it.--- 
We ſent them what they were moſt deſirous of obtaining, 
for which we expected but one return, viz. Slaves. That 
return, when they had .it not, it was evident they would 
take the means to find, and for all the exceſſes, the mur- 


ders and rapine which they committed, we, who held out 


the temptation, were juſtly anſwerable. That the un- 
hap y. victims fold to us, were priſoners of war, or 
perſons convicted of crimes, as had been alledged, was 
DE, EE ro Ls impoſſible. 
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_ . "impoſſible: ' Could any man ſuppoſe that a demand whick 
Vas conſtant and regular,. could be ſupplied by means that 
pete caſual and fluctuating? When we wanted Slaves 
EP we always found that they were to be obtained. Was it 
dio be believed, that war and cohyictions outrun our de- 
maänds, and not that they were, proportioned. 10 that de: 
mand, Alas! we, made human beings the objects of an 
| abominable commerce, .and.theh..denied them the. benefit 
of, a commercial calculation. . Let any man Pk At the 
numbers exported, the extent and population of the coun- 
try whence they were taken, and lay, if he could, chat 
they could be ſupplied but by.. commencing wars, for the 
| Take of priſoners, and creating erimes for. the ſake. of the 
_ "conviction? Jt ,was next ſaid, that as priſoners of. war, or 
| convicted criminals, they would be condemned to indiſcri- 


minate ſlaughter were not this profitable mode of diipobng | 
of them prevented. This was aflum ing that it was, the 
practice of all ſavages to laughter their captives, which 
was not true, and if it were true, the practice was not 
Peel; for as they adyanced_ in civilization, the ba 
55 cuſtom, whenever it had exiſted, was dilcontinued, 
It was afſyming alſo, that they did not kill their;priforers 
| 1115 the firſt fury of paſhon, 7 5 kept them tall that bad 
| ſubſided, and their minds were free to conſider whether to 
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kill or ' ſpare. ,; It was in evidence that they had flaves 
among themlelyes, that a man was thought rich in pro- 

portion to his number, and that they did actually employ 

' thoſe very wrtiches who were deflined for fale, ill they 
found a Nac CVVT 
: cfore_realonable_ to infer that they would 
Feep thoſe captives as an acceſſion to their ſtock of ſlaves 
and employ, them in ſome way, or other, were not. the 


* 


7 


#* 
x 


& 0- 
It Was therefo | 


_*"*_ greater temptation of our trade held out to them. 


. Þ g ; Their FORCES 


J might be ſuppoſed to conſult ſometime 
the intereſt of the community, were it not for qut per- 
verted ſyſtem which ſet his intereſt. at irrecongileable va: 
Hlance with. that of his people, An Hon. Baronet bad 
laid, that witchcraft which had been ſtated as à crime, in- 
vented for the Take of the conviction, meant poiſoning. 
But whatever it meant, was it to be ſuppoſed that the 
crime itſelf could be fo common, or that were it not invente 
7 the ſake of the conviction, the puniſhment would be, 


the intereſt of 


ry 


3H ET - | + EEE 5 a ; 3 ; x: 0 W 2 85 52 
1 n6t the death or ſlavery of the offender, but the death or 


* +. 446 
* r Y „ 


* 


Let us reflect how long we had been acquainted with 
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of pretended wars, fictitious crimes, and inhuman; puniſh- 


ments, we were the cauſe, while this trade continued. 
We were not only the cauſe of all the exiſting. evils, 


but we intercepted from the country the ordinary diſpen- 
ations ol rovidence, the natural progreſs of civilization, 
and inſtead of communicating any of the bleſſings whick 


* 


we enjoyed, continued it in darkneſs, in ignorance, and 


FF 
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that while, every. other quarter of the globe had been de- 


ning knowledge and improvement by communication, it 


its coaſts, and that of the interior parts we had yet no 
knowledge but by this horrid intercourſe:; He would not 
purſue the wretched victims through the horrors. of their 
pallage,; which, whoever had.contemplated, muſt be con- 
vinced that no regulation could. render fit for human eyes 


to look on, and which. alone, as an evil neither to be re- 


medied nor tolerated, he ſheuld think a ſufficient reaſon 
ſor an abolition. If he followed them to the Weſt Indies 
the only ſubſtantial hope of their condition there being 
rendered fit to be endured, depended on the abolition of 


4 


the trade, If, therefore, the conſequences. to be appre- 


4 


ed, he ſhould think it an act of indiſpenſable. duty to the 


be ded; were almoſt as painful as they had been repreſent- 


unalterable principles of humanity and juſtice, to vote for 


that abolition; but what muſt be the aggravation of re- 


fuſing to vote it, when no evil conſequences whatever 
_ could reaſonably be feared, He had never diſcharged any 
| "Io to the public more chearfully, than in {ſtating his 
teaſons for this, vote, and whether ſucceſsful. or not, he 
ſhould enjoy the conſolation of having endeavoured to 
reſcue his en rom the opprobrium and diſgrace of a 


ry 


rake in human blood. 


| | i Su EPas han Pogo oe td Oe ſpe ugh 
Mr :Alderman Watſon ſaid, that if humanity were 
Concerned in tlie queſtion, he ſhould be as ready to ſup- 


port that cauſe as any man. The fact was, however, that 


" 
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the natives of, Africa were taken from a worſe ſtate of 


lavery in their own country, to one more mild. The 

abolition of the trade, he contended, would ruin the Weſt 
Indies, deſtroy our Newfoundland fiſhery, which the flaves 
the Welk Indics uppored by conſuning that t of 


4 


— 


: 75 : & 
F * 1 5 . - - 1 { S p 
. * 1 ; TE ; E a 
Br x) — 7 ö 7 0 2 « 8 
0 - L 1 * x - £ 
, x * 5 . . i 4 $ ? ; 4 
* ” e 1 * 2 ? 4 7 2 2 
tt - , er: © 3 1 7 ; . 
5 4 s £ 2 4 2 4 
+4 ak 5 
» ES IS N x 
hw * 8 Ge 
* : 


in blood. Let us look at the map of Africa, and conſider, _ 55 ; : | 
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7% 6  ſequeitly by cutting off the great ſource of ſeahien, anni. 


Blatt our marine. 
Mr. Fox faid; that he would not at W lite dn hour, nt 


ne 2 the Houſe was ſo much exhauſted; detain them long. 


Indeed chere never was leſs occaſion for argument, than 
on the preſent queſtion; for in addition to its on merits, 
it dad received fo much britiant illuſtration from the Gen- 
temen who had ſpoke 8 that he ſhould not have riſen, 
but that he thought it did net become bim to give a filent 
vote on fuch a topic. Alluſions had been made to ex- 
preſſions of his in a former debate as much too harth and 
| opptobrious to be warrantable. Notwithſtanding his 
great perſonal reſpect for ſome of the Gentlemen who had 
| Compete of _ er e and for many of thoſe 
 towhomthey might be ſuppoſed to apply, although they had 
bad twenty-four hs for refleCon if after peruſing the. 
| body of evidence on the Table, Gentlemen ſhould ſtil! 
think that a traffic in human fleſh was fit to be endured, 
he maſt fill ſay, that, in his opinion, they. were hard of 
Heart, or difficult of underſtanding. _ - 
It had been ſaid, that Parliament had long permitted 
mis trade; that they had not only permitted, but autho- 
rized it. The guilt of authorizing ſuch a trade, he ſhould 
not attempt to extenuate ; but there he wide difference, 
| indeed, between neglecting to put a ſtop to cruelty and 
injuſtice, when che ob es were not iminediately under 
their conſideration, and giving their wlemn Anden to 


moch a ſyſtem, After long inveſtigation and grave debate, 


with all the proofs of its enormity full in their view. If 

the deciſion of the Committee (which God avert !) ſhould 
de in favour of the Trade, they would incur more guilt 

And diſgrace in the eyes of God and the World, than their 
predeceſſors, by all that they had authorized and all that 
; „ had permitted. 
Ne. ö man would ſuſpect him of prizing political liberty 

too lightly ; it was a great and-ineftimable bleMng which 
men could not be toe anxious to preſerve or to obtain; 
but when compared with perſonal liberty, that perfonal 
liberty without Which, one man became \e ſlave of the 
intereſt or caprice of another, it a ve ared of no account. 

That the natural courfe of Propagation was ſufficient to 
keep up” the ey of — inthe W Weft TO Iſlands, 


the 
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the ſpeech. of che Hen. Gentleman who moved the abalt- 
tion had fully convinced him. The ſpeech of the Right 


Honourable Gentleman, who had en ſpoken, would 
haye convinced him the former ſpeech never beak 


male. The Right Hoo. Gentleman had argued it fully 5 


and clearly, blameable only in one reſpect, that by inſiſf- 
ing ſo minutely on the point of expediency, he might ſeem. 
to detract from the force of the other arguments. It ne- 


ver would have been a queſtion in his mind; for if tile 
natural increaſe of negroes in the Weſt Indies had not 
been equal to the natural decreaſe, he ſhould have ſaid at 
once, and inſiſted on it as an incontroyertible argument. 
that their treatment was ſuch as the human. ſpecies could © 
not ſubſiſt under. If he were told that in any count 


* 


horſes were uſed, but ſeldom bred- - and it was not his 


fault that he was reduced to the degrading neceſſity of 
ſpeaking of human creatures as of horſes--he ſhould ſaß 
the reaſon was, that the people of that country found it 


cheaper to purchaſe horſes than to rear them. 


The Legiſlature, therefore, by ſuffering the traffic, 7 
doomed the unhappy Blacks to the ulage which they ſyf-. - 


T4 


tered, . Deſtroy the trade, and they mult treat them well 
in their own defence. How they were treated, and how 
the whole of the trade was conducted, it required only - 
that they ſhould peruſe the evidence on the Table to know 
---and after reading that evidence, perſons who could 
ſtand up in that Houſe, and give à vote for its continu- 

| ance,, muſt have nerves of which he had no conception. 
Human facrifices, he knew, had been made in all the 
ages of man; and ancient hiſtory produced. inſtances: of 
ſacrifices, where all the natural ties of the heart were 
broken; but in ſuch _inſtances---a Brutus juſtified the act 


by ſelf-reaſoning : He filled his mind with an heroic ſenti-' 


ment of love for bis country. But all theſe inſtances. of 


ſacrifices fell and diminiſhed to nothing, in compariſon of 


this wholeſale facrifice of a whole order and race of our 
fellow=creatures, and he truſted that no gentleman would: 


be ſo hard of heart as to vote for the continuance: of this. 


tem of ſacrifice, without having at leaſt better reaſons, 


to urge in his juſtification than he had yet heard. What 


was this African trade? A traffic for human brings; $6. by 


0-the. with, rice, and tyranoy. of other human bes = 
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Three ways had been ſtated of obtaining the Slaves: 


of the freedom of mankind, they extended the Royal Pre- 


EE gree, that they aſſerted the pröpriety of creating war a- 
maongſt their 


public ſale. The next method was kidnapping,” and this 


. kidnapping both. The laſt was our affifting to preſerve 
the police of Africa. And in this virtuous "intention of 
2oing forth to aff 
. crimes which 1 E 


our aſlſtance to puniſh? Adultery 


Now, ſtrongly as he was diſpoſed to puniſh the crime of 
adultery, when committed in a cultivated ſociety, under the 


we ſhould be guilty of the duplicity of ſetting that up as a 
=. pretext in a country.not bleſt with eivilization, and where 
man from his home into captivity. © e 
The next crime Was Silent This, the reaſon and 
” intelligence of England knew to be a crime impoſſible and 
VV abſurd ; but ſtill we lent ourfelves to the ſuperſtition of the 
place, and inſtead of interfering to ſnatch a fellow creature 
1 from his fate, we ſtood by to become the inſtruments of 
is torture. The poor creature ſuſpected of withceraft, 
1 was turned over to the civilized, poliſhed and humane 
Engliſh; to be made a ſlave, becauſe he was a witch. 

And, after all, from whatever cauſe, or by whatever means 

we obtained them; let it be aſked how we ſent them from 
Africa to the place where they were deſtined. It had 
been argued, that their ſituation, when Jabouring under 
the ſevereſt and hardeſt diſcipline in the Weſt India iſlands, 
was better than in their own country; by Which, he ſup- 
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I᷑̃Ʒbe fit was war; and this was a very extraordinary 

OE means, for he contended that the war was not the cauſe, 
baut the reſult of the Slave Trade; and while they talked 
rogative, and the right of Kings, to that extfavagant de- 
ſubjects, for e of bringing them to 
bY wuas a principle which we had it upon evidence, had been 
3 carried to a very great length. This principle was no- 
& .  . thing elſe than that the ſtrongeſt kidnapped the weakeſt; 
and when any quarrel was between two of them, we were 

always ready to offer our mediation, by carrying off and 
in the police of Africa, what were the 
Was one great crime which we went to Africa to puniſh, 


government of laws; and where marriage was a ſpiritual | 
and legal rite, he could not help thinking it very odd, that 


marriage was unknown, for dragging away a miſerable. 
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joſe it was meant- that they were in a bad way 
that carried them; and therefore their ſituation muſt be 
was When on board, was not within the power of words, 


horror. of their voyage in any degree, except he had the 
ſection of a flaye ſhip to exhibit to the Houſe : But that it 
exceeded every idea that a perſon who had never ſeen it 


given, he would not heſitatè to aſſerr. 


of cruelty in a Sovereign; and that people were not op- 
preſſed, except where deſpotiſm was joined with inſanity--- 

and that much might be left to the pataral. impulſe'and 
feelings of man. He confeſſed, he was not willing to 
truſt the condition of any part of the human race to ſo 


cede. to the influence of the benign paſſions, in abreaſt - 
that knew: what was due to its fellow creatures, he was 
raid that cruelty adyanced in an encreaſing ratio, as 
man approached to a ſtate of deſpotiſm. The deſpotie 
Monarchs of Europe were not often eruel, becauſe philo- 5 
ſo 9 had not ſtript them of their power, had qua- 
led the exerciſe of it by the poliſh of manners, which it 
had ſpread over the kingdoms where they reigned ; but 
Gd not hiſtgry furniſh ior with too many inſtances of 
Cruelty which could not be afcribed to inf ity. ' Who 


1 


ter imputed the ctimes of Caligula to madneſs, or founa 


Domitian practice his enormities through a defect of un- 


eritanding ? or were the horrid acts of Caracalla, or the 


ces © Commodus, i accounted for by inſanity? Vet tho“ 
alanity, in the uſual order of things, was a rare calamity, 
ere were fix Emperors, all bearing indeed the name of 
Cxlar, but of different lineage, jos 2 df diſtin& blood, all 
ractiſing cruelties of the moſt horrid kind, for which no 
Why then ſhould we truſt ſo large a portion of the hu- 
an race to ſo capricious a ſecurity as man's nature in a 
jk more eeurly protected by a item of aw? = 
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i bad way when 
blen 6H, and" the worſt poſſible when on board the veel 
| better when they got out of her: but to deſcribe what it 


nor did he know any thing that could at all exemplify the 


could form from the ſtrongeſt deſcription that could be 


It had been frequently aſſerted, there were no inſtances 5 


precarious a feeling. Much as he was willing to con< 


at apology for Nero in the derangement of intellect? Did 


1 impurities of Heliogobulus, or the colleted 
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ate of deſpotic authority, when that race might be ſo 
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. He would not draw their attention to the enormities 


practiſed on the unhappy people in the Weſt Indies, as 7 
too lamentably exhibited in the body of evidence on the an 
table. He was aſſured that no gentleman would be diſ- cr 
_ poſed to boaſt of the humane and . benevolent treatment itſ 
they met with in the iſlands; but, though he would not tio 
dwell on the inſtanceseof ſavage barbarity contained in the pic 
minutes, there were one or two that, however violent to tha 
his own feelings, and to the humanity of the Houſe, he cal 
would juſt mention. It was tated, in the evidence of a and 
gentleman of unimpeached integrity, that in one of the que 
French. iſlands, (and, perhaps, he 50 gentlemen might 5 
endeavour to find conſolation on account of its being a of 
French iſland, although he was afraid there was no great whi 
. reaſon to boaſt of the diſtinction) a planter had a ſlave who hi. 
had run away from him, and who he feared might com- It is 
mit the abominable crime of running away again: He and 
Tent for a ſurgeon, and directed him to cut off one of bis own 
legs: The ſurgeon remonſtrated a. good deal againſt the natic 
abominable cruelty of the act; and adi this of no avail, . 
he poſitively refuſed to comply with the cruel and inhuman Mr. 
requeſt. The planter ſaid, he would make it the duty ef their 
the ſurgeon to comply; and ſaying thus, he actually broke takin 
the man's leg broke and a it by the application of own. 
force, and then turning to the ſurgeon, ſaid, Now, vir, mode 
vou will do your duty, and cut off the mangled limb to to fo; 
) BR I eo os hap ] 


The other inſtance that he would mention was not in We 
2 French iſland. A gentleman heard the ſcreams of a fe- — the 


male negro from the inſide of .a hedge. He faw through fungi 


the hedge a woman ſuſpended by the two arms to a tre deren 
and fwinging to and fro; but her ſcreams were fo horrible better 
and heart piercing, that he could not conceive that the their « 
proceeded-entirely from this torture. He made his wah every 
through the fence, and he found the author of her tot 
ture ſtanding with à lighted torch, which, as he ſw fellow 
his helpleſs victim from ſide to ſide, be applied to evel) in mit 
part of her body by turns to torture, but not to kill he ment 
to keep her in agony that made the blood curdle, by who ff 
to imagine C I know. not,” exclaimed Mr. Fox, © wi Counte 
might be the crime, of the poor ſufferer ; but grant d that. 
it was the worſt poſſible crime that the human heart coll 
- conceive, ſuch puniſhment was baſe, horrid,- and ul 0 5 
„ Te od el by - pardonabil 
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pardonable. I ſee,” continued he, © that your hearts are 


unable to bear theſe tortures, and yet you will ſanctify 5 


them by law. Humanity, Sir, does not conſiſt in a fquea- 


miſh ear. It belongs to the mind as well as, the nerves, - 


and leads a man to take meaſures for the prevention of 
cruelty, which the hypoctitical cant of humanity contents 
itſelf with deploring. What do we do? In our indigna- 
tion of juſtice, we condemn to death a low pilfſerer---a . 
pickpocket or a highwayman---and the ſame legiſlature 
that makes ſuch crimes, which, comparatively, may be 


called innocence itſelf, ſanctifies the pillage, robberics, 


and murders of this horrid trade! What is the conſe- 
quence of this compromiſe On 


o 


That it unſettles the principles of juſtice in the minds 


of men it takes from the Legiſlature the ſtrong hold 


which it ought to have in its character, and the influence 


which it would derive from integrity and conſiſtence.— 
It is as much neceſſary in found policy, as it is in juſtice ©. 


and honour, to aboliſh a trade which militates againſt our 
own morals and police at home, as well as againſt our 
national character abroad. „ 6 
The firſt anſwer that had been made to the objections, 


Mr. Fox ſaid, was, that the Africans were miſerable in 


their own country, and therefore there was no harm in 
taking them away. If they were unhappy, it was their 
own. misfortune; but was it not a very unaccountable 
mode of bettering their condition? What right had we 
to force upon them a new condition? If we are un- 
happy, they might ſay, © leave us at leaſt the comforts 
we have---the liberty of our native, though naked plains 
the ſocial relations of life---the natural exerciſe of the 
functions with which we are endowed ; they belong in- 


berently to us, and you have no right to change, even to 
better, our condition. But it was ridiculous to lay, that 
their condition was bettered : when forcibly divided from 
every thing that was. dear to them in life, they were to 
be ſunk and degraded into the ſtate of perſonal ſlaves to 
tellow-creatures---to creatures perhaps much more feeble _ 


in mind and body than themſelves. The ſecond argu- 
ment he had heard was from the Honourable Alderman 
who ſpoke laſt ; and though the ſubje& was too ſerious to 


countenance any thing facetious, he could not help ſaying, ; 


chat there was ſomething in the argument irreſiſtably 
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luaugbable. © The utility of the African Trade, ſaid the 
Alderman; was manifeſted in the ſupport which it gave 


to our nurſery of ſeamen ; for the Slaves eat the refuſe of we 


te fiſh taken at Newfoundland, and which were too bad 
for any other market!“ This argument ſeriouſly ad- 
| vanced, was curious. The Trade was to be ſupported, 
becauſe the Slaves eat fiſh ſo bad as that no other perſons 
Would 2 them, aiid thereby ſupported the nurſery for 
ſeamen !---Was. this alſo a proof that we bettered their 
Condition, by carrying them to our. Iſlands? The third 
Argument againſt the Abolition, and the argument of moſt 
weight, was, that though the Engliſh might be ready to 
| 2 up this Trade, other nations were not; and it was 
aſked, if we were ready to ſacrifice ſo much of our trade 
to France, Spain, Holland, &c. This argument of gain; 
however it might be addreſſed to Gentlemen, certainly de. 
ſerved little weight if ſeriouſly conſidered ; for what did it 
amount _ to---T hat we eee ttade which we 
Confeſſed we were aſhamed of---But what fignifies our 
giving it up- the poor Africans will be no better? 
Ihe French, Spaniards, and Dutch, will opprefs them 
in the ſame way, and we ſhall only loſe the profits. Such 
Was tlie train of reaſoning; Juſt in the ſame way might 
a ebmmot robber argue; when e&horted to relinquiſh his 
Res ard e bis fe. e ie aus he wahr fy, 
am ſenſible of my crimes; but "what will the world gain 
by my repentance,---If I do not take your purſe at this 
Corner, I ktiow td a certainty that Tome more of the gang 
Will ſtop you a mile further---you will certainly loſe your 
- purſe, and T ſhall loſe it too.“ Awry with ſuch reafon- 
ing! It was. time for men to think that there were other 
| HOgdfects in good governments than mere gain. It was cer- 
d ain that they were not legiſlators for, the univerſe, and that 
they could not diftate to other nations; but let them ſet 
1 a good and wholeſome example let them be the firſt to 
1 act right, and there was no 5 but there would ſoon be 
. followers and imitators of their example. No man, he 
Was perſuaded, could view the queſtion in its true aſpect; 
and ſuffer his underſtanding to bs bewildered by theſe ar- 
guments. Equally falſe and irrational was the monſtrous 
; ' Propoſition, that through all the various nations of Africa 
from which this deplorable traffic was ſupplied, their fellow 


: __  "Ereatures were in a lower ſtate of intelligence with - co bayie 
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ſelhes, and that they ere born to ſubjection: In all coun- 


traſt, from dreaming deluſion to waking certainty, threw 
him into a paroxyſm that filled the ſhip with horror. The 
noble ſtrugglings of an ingenuous mind; the exalted feel- 
ings of high birth and ſtativn, thus unworthily degraded . 
and perſecuted, © muſt naturally excite thoſe agonizing 
tranſports which excited the attention of the ſtranger-— 
Faor ſighs and groans by nature grow from pain. 
Mr. Fox; with Sreat energy; called on Gentlemen to make 85 
it their own caſe; To ſuppoſe what might happen that 
in ſome. improbable turn of human affairs, England ſhould 


be overrun with a tribe as ſavage as Engliſmen were on 


the roaſt of Africa; and that they catried into ſlavery a 


number of the people of England. From what claſs of 


. 


find men ſe generally dull and ſenſeleſs as to have no feel- 
ng to the wretehedneſs of perſonal-ſlavery. xy. 
What arrogance and blaſphemy was it then to ſu ppoſe, 


1 however low and uneducated, could they 
nd- f 


that Providence had not endowed men with equal feelings 


+a 
2 


in other countries! Let them look to the words of our 


baviour---Let them deeply weigh one of the moſt fplen- 


— 


5 


Ac doctrines of 


1 


of the Chriſtian diſpenſation- a doQriney 

which more, perhaps, than any other, ſerved to illuſtrate 
the unparalleled beauty and grandeur of that moſt ami. 
able of all religions a doctrine before which ſlavery was 
forced to fly; and to which doctrine he attributed the 
memorable and glorious fact, that, ſoon after the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Chriſtianity in Europe, human ſlavery was abo. 
poor, are equal in the ſight of God. Here was 4 
N which required only to be duly impreſſed on the 
heart of man, to extinguiſh the term ſſaue; and, accord- 
ingly, what all the ancient ſyſtems of philoſophy had failed 
to 40, Chriſtianity accompliſhed ; and yet, in the ancient 
Philoſophies, we found a liberality, and views of human 
rights, as perfect as in any of the theories of the preſent 
day. It would he idle in fim to pay ſo falſe a compliment 
to any of the great names that adorned the preſent day, 
as to ſay that there were men now alive more capable of 
delivering the truths, of an enlightened philoſophy, and a 
eommanding eloquence, than Demoſthenes and Cicero. 


* 
— 
* 


dat there were hiſtorians and writers more capable of 


aſſerting the rights of men and the dignity, of nature, than 
Tacitus and Thucydides- and yet, theſe men were con- 
tented to live in States where men were ſlaves. It was 
in his mind, to the pure light which this great doctrine of 
our Saviour gave to the heart of man, that the abolition 
of ſlavery was to be aſcribed. He knew chat there were 
men who aſeribed every improvement in the condition of 
the human race, to the enlightened philoſophy of this day. 
He was willing to allow much'to its happy and progrel- 
five influence. Then why not proceed on this philoſophy 
if they denied it to the power of devotion ?- Let each 
party aſcribe it to the influence that he favoured; but as 
both the Philoſopher and Chriſtian purſued the ſame end, 
though by different means, Why not purſue it with the 
temper and-meekneſs which the moving powers were cal- 
culated to inſpire? It was, aſked, what was to be done 
ee nt He would fay what he ſuppoſed the 
on. Mover would do. He would bring in a Bill, the 


bdlanks of which, as to the time of commeneing its ope- 


rations, the ebene moſt intereſted would aſſiſt in fi- 
ig up; and though he ſhould be for its immediate ope- 
e e , rrition; 


Ol 


ration, the Houſe might yield to them a more diſtant pe- 


— lf it were done when ' tis done, 
; - 9 55 2 ; I . 2 4 „ 
Phͤben it were well ' twere done quickly, 


- He ſaid, that if, unfortunately, they ſhould fail now, he - 
Would pledge himſelf, in whatever ſituation he might be 
in that Houſe, to give to the propoſition his whole atten- 
tion and influence, as often as it ſhould come on; and he 
truſted it would be regularly brought forward until the 
wiſdom of Parliament thould deliver the nation and the 
age from the ignominy of the ſhocking trade. It had 
been too much conſidered as a matter of gain. Gain, as 
he had faid, was not the firſt purpoſe of à well regulated 
oyernment, nor even the ſecond -purpaſe.»+ dee 
was greatly above gain-- and juſtice was greatly aboye 
honour. He truſted that they would convince the world 
that they were not ſo devoted to gain as to ſacrifice the 
principles of general juſtice---of that juſtice which it be- 
came them to extend to all the world, and which they 
could not refuſe without a breach of national honour; and 
this they would do, if they did not cordially agree with 
the Hon. Gentleman in the Abolition of this accurſed 
trade. Mr. Fox ſaid, that if it were aſked whether they 
meant alfo to aboliſh ſlavery in the Weſt Indies, he would 


6 4 


candidly fay, that he was ſorry he could not go ſo far.--— 


It was poffible for men to be ſlaves ſo long, as to make it 
dangerous all at once to give them liberty-—as a man 
might be blind ſo long as to make it delicate for a ſurgeon 
all at once to open his eyes. But he did not think the 
condition of men born and brought up in ſlavery, ſo de- 
plorable as was his who, born and brought to man's 
eſtate in freedom, had been ſnatehed by violence from his 
home, and reduced to ſubjection. Mr. Fox illuſtrated 
tis difference with his uſual maſterly painting; and con- 
cluded a fpeech, of which nothing but the lateneſs of the 
hour has made us give ſo imperfect an image, with repeat- 
ing his pledge of continuing, in all ſituations, to exert 
himſelf r he accompliſhment of this obje&t. 
The gallery was then cleared; after which Mr. Burke, 


Mr. Drake, and Mr. Wilberforce ſpoke. The Com. 


mittee then divided. Ayes, 88---Noes, 163 


Mlajarity againſt the Abohtion, 75. ; 
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was informed upon com- 


. 


IT was with much ſurprize I 


ing to town on Tueſday laſt, that in your Fr the 


J muſt intreat you will have the goodneſs to refer to my 


15 a } 
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bondence: was occaſioned iy. Mr. WII. 
\ * BERFORCE's Speech in the Debate on the Slave Bill, 
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plain and obvious: meaning; by which my reputation may 
be affected, and my veracity brought into, queſtion, I am 

convinced your good ſenſe, the liberality of your mind, 
and yout love of juſtice, will prompt you to take the ear- 


| leſt en of acknowledging any inaccuracies, into 


„ TE * 


which a lau eagerneſs in a cauſe eſpouſed from the 
moſt noble principles, may have betrayed yo. 
In your & upon this occaſion, you were pleaſed to 


allude to my teſtimony on another, and as it appears in 


the newſpapers, what I faid on that ſubject, is ſo misſtatei 


that (70 lay nothing of my moral turpitude) the groſſeſt 
folly is imputed to me; I am charged with having ſaid 


that J had never heard of ſuch a thing as the Adulteration ä 


of Wine. Reflections on my underſtanding I can eaſily 
ſubmit to, but when they are adduced as a proof of the 
laxity of my morals, I confeſs I feel the imputation with 


no ſmall degree of PUngency: BB Ll Eorils 
I beg you will conſider this letter as an appeal to your 


feelings, from a man who regards a reflection upon his 


character, krone unattoned for, as the greateſt 
misfortune he could labour under, a misfortune which is 
aggravated by a conſideration that the attack comes not 
rom the levity of an idle declaimer, but from the gravity 
of a Senator, diſtinguiſhed for his virtues, and the ſound- 
neſs of his underſtanding; a man who is not ſuppoſed capa- 
ble of a premeditated injury, but willing to make repara- 


tion, where he has undeſignedly offended. 


IJ am, with much reſpect, Sin, 
Tour obedient and very humble ſervant, 
„ (Signed)* JOHN BARNES, 


* 


? 5 . „ * by, 7 | 1 UG 5 
Little St. Helen's, Apr i 21, 1791. 


William Wilberforce, Eſq. 5 | 85 


f 


3 QQapbam, Monday, April 25, 1791. : 
YOU do me more than juſtice in ſuppoſing that ſo far 
rom offering any one a premeditated injury, I ſhall ne- 
ver be backward to make reparation where I may have 
given undeſigned offence, and muſt therefore begin by de- 
claring very ſincerely, that I am ſorry any thing which 
{ll from me, in the Houſe of Commons, ſhould have 
diyen you ſo much uneaſineſs; nor can I conceive this 


— 


* 


woüld have been the caſe, if you had not received an er- 
ronedus account of what I ſaid. I am the rather inclined 

to this opinion, becauſe of the expreffion of : which you 
make uſe, © fabricated teſtimony,” and other terms of 
ſimilar import. Whereas neither then, nor at any time, 
either in public or private, have I ever expreſſed or im- 
puted to you an intention to deceive.” For that very rea- 

ſon and on account of my believing your private character 

to be reſpectable, (a ſentiment which to the beſt of my re- 
collection, I expreſſed on my legs) I ſelected you as a 
fltter inſtance of the influence of prejudice; for you muſt 

. excuſe my ſaying that T certainly was in no degree con- 
vinced by what you ſaid, and that I could only aſcribe to 
_ the force of habitual and inveterate prejudice, your denial 
of the poſſibility of facts, which appeared to me to be 
proved in innumerable inſtances, by indiſputable teſtimony. 
My alluſion to the declaration you made at the bar, 
when examined before the Houſe of Commons on the 
Wine Bill, © that you knew nothing of the adulteration 
of Wine, was meant more as a joke than ought elſe, and 
as ſuch I am clear it was taken, nor have I ever thought 
ſo much of the force of the expreſſions as ſince J peruſed 
your letter. FV 
FPFPoͤour moſt obedient and humble ſervant. 
IIl̃, signed) W. WIE BERF ORC. 
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I return you my ſincere and hearty thanks for your po- that. 
lite and very obliging favour of the 25th inft. which 1 verac 
received upon coming to town yeſterday; you have faid his c 
every aka. I could deſire, for the ſatisfaction of my own | 
particular feelings, and I am far from being ſo unreaſon- 
able as to expect you ſhould be convinced by any opinion 
of mine; the more eſpecially when that opinion has been 2 
contradicted by the teſtimony of potitive facts. Hy 
But though the letter which you have done me the ho- tatior 
nour to write has ſet my mind perfectly at eaſe, ſo far as 
it ſatisfies me that no imputation was intended againſt my - Houf 
character; yet I muſt beg leave to ſubmit to your on be gl 
good ſenſe, and to your feelings as a gentleman, whether pr opr 

ä 1 further is not neceſſary to remove that . thorif 
J . N 


[5 : 
f 


5 


In 
force's Speech in the Houſe of Commons, on Monday 
the 18th inſtant, ſome imputatiors are ſtated to have been 
made on the character of Mr. Barnes, as an evidence. 
We have authority from Mr. Wilberforce to declare, 
that he had not the moſt remote deſign of impeaching the 


which:my reputation has actually ſuffered, either 


account of your ſpeech in the newſpapers; in a caſe of ſo 


' miſconception of people in the Houſe, or by the erroneous. 


delicate à nature as this, I would not preſume to ſuggeſt 


any particular remedy, if it were not from an apprehen- 
ſion that you might imagine 1 expected unreaſonable.con- 


ceſſions, and in order to prove that I have not the moſt 

remote with for any 

liberty to A rene, what I think might be proper 
to inſert as an article in the Diary. If this ſhould meet 
our ideas, it will give me infinite pleaſure; if not, you 
will lay me under a laſting obligation, by favouring me 


with your authority for the inſertion of any other para- 
graph which may be more agreeable to your own feelings, 


and which may anſwer the purpoſe deſired. 


I am, with much reſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient, 


: And moſt humble ſervant, 


thing of that kind, T have taken the 


— 
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Linie St. Helen's, April 27, 1791. 
William Wilberforce, Eſq.  _ Ee 
e 951; Keel for... in 


the accounts given by the papers of Mr. Wilber- 


veracity of Mr, Barnes, or of throwing any reflection on 


J n Aris 20, ant. 
I muſt repeat it, that if, as you apprehend, your repu- 


, * 
Ine ee. $ 4-467 
f 3 u . * Bo 1 


tation has ſuffered in conſequence of a miſconception or 
miſtatement of what fell from me the other night, in the 
Houſe of Commons, I am very ſorry for it, and I ſhould 


be glad to remove your diſquietude, if I could do it with 


propriety; but the mode e e of my au- | 


thoriſing the inſertion-0 a paragraph in the newſpaper, 


* 


cC̃orrecting 


F 
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orre * their tons is one which I think would Th 

| be neither e to if qe nor becoming to a iſ 
MCAS Fo po. T 

Re - Your melt obedient humble 8 1 

3 18 W. WILBERFORCE, : 

Join Barnes, _— %% — Ti; 

- 

Lins 8. Hum a ang 1798. tt 

n "the TON es I was obliged to go. into Hamp- { 

Hikes and upon my return here this evening, I was ſorry * 
40 ſind by your favour of the 29th, that you did not ap- . 
prove the mode which I took the liberty to ſuggeſt, in * 
ede 27th, for the removal of any unfavour. W 


5 able impreſſions of me, occaſioned by, your Speech on the 
„ 18th; and as you have not thought proper to offer any 
F - oben mode of doing that public juſtice to my character, 
which the preſent caſe gives me a fair right to expect, I 

muſt take the liberty to avail myſelf of the only means in 

my power, that of publiſhing your letter to me of the 

- 25th; it being my wiſh, however, to avoid as much as 


poſſible whatever may in any degree hurt your feelings. 2 
| 1 ſhall delay this publication or two or three days, that if 5 
| * you can propoſe any other expedient, more agreeable to why 


yourſelf, I may Have INS ſatisfaction of ONS it in 


Woe na 
1 am, with Mück capa; Sir, 3 
Vour 630 humble, and moſt obedient Servant, Macy 
Ee > well MS; Gifs þ 


i Wm - Wilberforce, E 11 
| Pau, Y: ard, Wedneſae morning, May 4. : ail 

. On . return ws laſt night, 1 found your letter of on 
the 2d inſtant, in reply to which I can only ſay, I can Wow 
have no objection: <- > your publiſhing my letter of the 25th 5 05 
of April, doin , that in that caſe I muſt beg 8 to 05 le 
e the whole Four e ry 1 
| 5s I am, . * 

RTE 2h - Your at obedient, and . 5 SO 
£0 (Sig gned) Wen * er N 

5 bon Barnes, Eg. - | | 1 
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to the Public the HE mY of the parton i 1 5 
BILL, 42 PEIIIION from the MERCHANTS 
F and the ren RS fra DETECTO 
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ret 24] $61 TS 1+; Erick 
HEADS 94 a BILL, kor i acer 1 5 | 
- therein named and deſcribed, and their ſucceſlors, by ' ' 7 
the name and ſtile of the ST. Gren dns Bay Com- Zo 
-PANY; and to enable his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ-: 5M 
ſors, to grant certain lands at SiEkRA LEONE, an the 


Waben OT 5 Africa, to the 1 e 
PREAMBLE. | 


WHEREAS the eſtabliſhing 8 a N trade 120 
commerce from this country to and with the weſ- 
N 858 of Africa, and from thence to and with the ſeve- 
El interior 1 and countries of that continent, | 
OW be highly beneficial to the manufactories and other e 
eng Wo s of this country: | ES, 
= Whereas the moan countries of the fd conti- | 4 
— ve not hitherto been explore urape nor . 
h any regular trade ever been 0 on 8 
from this country, nor can ſuch undertakings be now . 
cad in and ſupported without a very large capital: | 
And Wbereas it is alſo neceſſary. for the parties en- £7 
ing therein, that they ſhould have the ſole and abſolute 
. of ſome diſtrict of land on the ſald coaſt, where 
ey may form a factory or ſetilement for their ſervants, A | 
ſecured. depoſitory: for their goods and merchandize, and 
| ſafe harbour for. their ſhipping : fs 


Wl ran; Robert Tunter, 8 the LY of 35 


of RE fr Roy ur ole os e bo carrying on 
ſuch one and Z but are apprehenſi1 ve that dimm. 
eulties may ariſe as well; in recovering debts which maß 
grow due to the joint ſtock, as in defehding ſuits or ati=> 
ons. which, may be commenced or brought againſt the ſub- 
1795 85 for any matter or thing relafive to the ſociety ; . 
a by law all the ſeveral ſubſcribers and proprietors to and 
in the mal wit 1 * both TR 13 by deb | 


1 
WA © 


. 


fe 


„„ 4 8. 1 
edi and be 11 by their ſeveral and diffinn 8 
and deſcriptions ; ; and are defirqus to prevent the ſeveral 


ſübſoribers and proprietors from becoming liable to the 


payment of any ſum or ſums of money beyond their re- 


ſpective ſhares in ſuch capital joint "ou. : | | 
And Whereas many perſons who are not now liable to 


| become; bankrupts within the intent arid meaning of any 


of the laws now in force concerning bankrupts, ate like- 


| wiſe fearful of ſubſcribing money to carry on the laudable 


OY them, as traders + 3 


purpoſes of the jfaid. ſociety, 28 orgs becoming. ſubſeribers 
to; and part owners of the ſaid e ſtock, they 
may be. liable to have. commiſſions ns Ulued 


* is enalit,+ Sy d nn 12 3 5 dr | eos 
x That the e de be Ae e 60 N 
if The St. 98 Bay Company, and "may have 2 Con- 


| mon Seal, 


- and'to the profits attending 
of their ſhares, but no further. 


| | borrow any moneys, except by. { 


2. That the Company may p pute and hold freehold 
9950 and. hereditaments, not exceeding the annual value 
Ol 2000 — ＋ 

That ĩt ſhall be lawful] for the corporation to rate 2 
capital ſtock not exceeding 500,000t. and that the faid 
ftock ſhall be divided i into Ras oy ol. each. | 

That . be intitled FOR "YA 
in 0 faid capital; ſtock, in Fic the to the fabſcription 

1. — fame, and that the mem - 
bers ſhall be anſwerable for all juft debts. to the ad amount 


5. That it malt not be lawflif for the e 1 


** ks; 
$4334 K 4 3 


es. 5 
6. That it ſhall” not be Invwfol for | the corporation to 


al in flaves. 
4 J. Fit he there fhatt be choſen e eee the mem 


- kat 13 Directors (of 'wham one is to be Chairman, and 


| tobe Deputy-Chairman) for the management of the 
affairs, of 2 Corporation : 


— 


I, is election, 


ad the fir A election of Divetors ſhall be within 


. Noe Ng ie p a rg of the 6 | 
at ſubſequent elections ſhall be made arinually: 
Th to. Alte Are uſual hue relating to the modes of 


"OT of incorpors tion: 


and Os common * 
39. And 


de er for ſuch 


{ding courts, = ualificatipns, making bye-laws, 


ration, Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 


land, ſituate and being at Sierra Leone, on the ſaid Coaſt 
of Africa, and commonly called or known by the name 
and deſcription of the Peninſula of Sierra Leone; as hath 
already by 38 rant, purchaſe, or ceſſion from KING 
Tod late C ef! of Sierra Leone, or any other OO 
Princes; and Chiefs, having right therein or otherw 
veſted in his Majeſty, his heirs, and ſuoceſſors, with full 
power, liberty, and privilege to and for the ſaid corpora- 
tion to! purchaſe "of and from all Kings, Princes, and 
Chiefs, or other perfons having right to make ſale there 
of, ſo much of the - adjoining land as ſhall include the | 
whole teact or diſtrict o commonly called or known by 
the name of the | Peninſula» of Sierra Leont, as aforeſaid, 
as the fame is joey on the north by the river Sr 
Leone; on the foyth by the river Grmaranta, on the eaſt 
by the river Bunce, 5 on the weſt by che ſea; to hold 
the ſame, and the whole uſe, property, ind poſſeſſion of 
the ſaid Peninſula, as as well ſuch part theteof as hath ſo 


tional park ſo to be News 6 by them under the authority 
of this act, and his ſty's ſaid grant unto the ſaid cor - 
poration, their 5 acy And aſſigns, upon ſuch terms, 
conditions, and reſtrictions, to be inſerted in the ſaid 
Fang as his — his heirs and ſaccelſors WEN 

40. hat o6 no proceedings under this act ſhall be qua alt 0 ; 
for want of form only. e 

41. That all actions, &. ſhall be: bnd An 
x months after the fact committed; and defendants 12 
plead the general iſlye, and give the « and NO DOT 
in evidence . | 

te Thar the e aff ſtalt be 2 p t 
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420. And f for aw MK and-more - eſfeQually y aftablithing 
und carrying on the trade and buſineſs. of the faid corpo- - 


That it ſhall and may be lawful-for his Majeſty, his heirs, 
and ſucceſſors, to make unto the ſaid corporation a grant 
by Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of Great Britain, 
of ſo much, and ſuch part of all that tract or diſtrict orf 


been veſted in his Majeſty as aforeſaid, as alſo ſuch addi- 
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in Parliament affembled; © 


De Humble PETAT10N of the underſigned MxRcHANTS f 
*,  .L1vERPOoL, trading ts AFRICA, 0n: behalf of themſelves 
And other Perſons concerned in the ſaid Trade. 


* 


AA 


; * 
| Ina your Petitioners have obſerved in the Votes of 
1 your Honourable Houſe, that an application hath been 
maade by Robert Hunter, of the City of London, Mer- 
Ra 5 0 Henry Thornton, of the ſaid City, Eſq. and Phi- 
lip Sanſom, of the ſaid City, Merchant, on behalf of 
themſelves. and other perſons aſſociated with them, for 
leave to bring in a Bill to make ſuch Adventurers a Bod 
Corporate, for the purpoſe. of carrying on ſuch, Trade as 
is therein ſtated, by the name of The-Saint Georges Bay 
Company, and for granting to them, the ſole uſe, property, 
and . of à certain Diftricß commonly called the 
Peninſula of Sierra Leone, as now veſted in his Majeſty 
and for making further purchaſes, as therein mentioned: 
5 That che 4885 Sierra Leone, from its advantageous 
1 ſituation, the facility of its entrance, and ſecurity of its 
= havens; offers a ſafe aſſylum in its commodious bays to 
ſhips of every ſige, though deſtituts of anchors and cables, 
which is too oſten the caſe, and is the only port in a range 
ol at leaſt 1600 miles of coaſt, where veſſels exceeding the 
ſize of a long boat can enter at all ſeaſons without a 
Pilot; conſequently, it is of the utmoſt importance, not 
only to veſſels trading immediately there, but to many 
others that require either repairs, or an occaſional ſupply 
of wood, water, and proviſions, in their paſſage. to and 
from other parts of the Coaſt of Africa 
| That Sierra Leone has ever been a free and open port 
to all European Natigns trading to Africa, as it is now to 
them and the States of America alſo; and that any mono- 
poly of this river, and adjacent country, muſt operate as a 
_ reftrition to Britiſh ſubjects only; 125 in the Definitive 
Treaty of Peace and Friendhip berween our Moſt Ser 
Majeſty, and the Moſt Chriſtian King, ſigned at Ver- 
-  failles on the 3d of September, 1783, after enumerating 
other Setifements in Africa, and the regulations concern- 


ing the ſame, in which Sierra Leone is not mentioned, the 


„ 420 
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T7905 the Honourable the Commons GREAT BRITA, 
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c3th\Articles declares; „ As to the reſidue of the Coaft 


d of Africa, the Engliſh and French ſubjects ſhall conti 
« nos do keſort thereto according to the uſage which hath 


Grone II. Cap. 31, enacts, “ That it ſhould: or might 
4 be lawful for all his Majeſty's: ſubjects to trade ànd 
« traffie to and from any port or place in Africa, between 


the port of Sallar in South Barbary, and the Cape of 
« Good Hope, when, and at ſuch times, and in ſuch man- 


ner, and in and with ſuch quantity of goods, wares, or 
4 merchandize; as he or they ſhall think fit, without any 
0 OS A a in gl ² tak Bet”: ONS ora 


4 reſtraint whatſoever :?*; 


That if the view of the [Petitioners for ſych excluſive 
grant, are only what they ſet forth; To ere& houſes, 


* 


That any excluſive grant will be an infringement of ; 
the Ling | e ſubjects, ſince the Act of 25th of 


«.warchouſes, and places of ſecurity for the perſons em- 


« ployed in their ſervice, to conduct a general trade and © 
«commerce. to ; ant with the Weſtern- Coaſt of Africa, ; 


and the interior Countries of that Continent; every 
"IN proviſion, as your Petitioners apprehend, is al- 
re 

of his Majeſty's ſubjects, by the 28th Section of the afore- 
faid Act, - which enacts, „That it ſhall and may be law- 
“ ful for any of his Majeſty's ſubjects trading to Africa, 


« for the ſecurity of their goods and flaves, 1 ere houſes 


and ꝛuarehouſes under the protection of forts, or elſe- 


e where; in any part of Africa, within the limits aforeſaid, © © 


© for the better carrying on his or their trade there, which 
% houſes and warthouſes ſhall be the*property of the per- 
« fon, or perſons who ſhall build the ſame, but ſhall not 
* be diſpoſed of, or let to any foreigner whatſoever.” _ 


= 


ranted to ſuch perſons, in common with the reſt 


That your Petitioners conceive, the perſans applying 5 


for-ſuch excluſive grant, ate influenced rather by motives 


of private intereſt,” and the expectation of a lucrative mo— 
gnant to that ſpirit of commercial freedom 
rizes the opinions of the preſent age; than 


nopol 5 ſo repug 
which charatte : 

a regard to the general good; nor does it appear that ſuch 
perfons are entitled, from any ſervices done to the public, 
er otherwiſe, to any extraordin 

favour,” and particularly not in à way circumſtanced like 
1 3" which would ſo very matefially interfere with 
in eſtabliſhe 


ary remuneration or public 


d ſyſtem of cammerce, in W 5 
1 i OT. ment 


t * 2 


— of which your Petitioners have 1c , © 
ee. e Kb Bens truth- 

| bat if the npolication ble granted tothoe extent 3 tue a8 
Bp ; 5 it would exclude your Petitioners from the advantage. the ill 
1 . ous trade which they have hitherto carried on in the River moſt « 
©» GBierra Lene, and the intermediate country, from thence tion, 

| to che River Camera inclufively 5 80g give to the. per- Partia 

5 enhance the price. of that valuable Dung, to the Bri. . Upe 
tiſh manufacturer, and be in other teſpects prejudi. traſt b 

. eich to the commercial intereſts is of i this country. ., mons, 
That any monopoly mult in its conſequences raiſe the WW Miniſt 

+ price of.rice, and other proviſions and neceſſaries, which howeyt 

have hitherto been furniſhed by the natives of that part when t 

of the, Coaſt of Africa to "the'Byitiſh-ſhipping in great ous tha 

ZZ Auantities, and at reaſonable rates, and preclude his Ma. were 0 
Jeſty's ſubjects from the e . af a free e dee every t 
eee that it i 
Vour Petitioners therefore: molt humbly pra de ais Hos real his 

ode Houſe, that they may be heard by themſelves, \ This 

their Counſel, or Agents, ging ſuch Bill, "ad: lat the WW innovat 


„ . into a law. 
5 " FO your rote fall ever rens ke, 
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| FF PHE friends of our excellent. Saale den mill. reſic 
1 with me, that the pretended adyocates for the dignity if 
28 buman nature, the rights man, and univerſal philanthropy,” 
mae not ſucceeded. in diverting} a reſpectable; majority of 
FF the Houſe of Commons from the yprightdiſcharge of their 
- - __ Muty. The calm voice of reafon, the:-diQtates: 85 ſound 

policy and common ſenſe, have reſi 
| energy, the united efforts of the candidates for eee 
aA fame, whoſe eloquent and pathetief Harangues, ho y 
euer well adapted to charm the ear and excite 9 0 thoſe v 
„ W No = 


1 


„With convincing 


* / " 


2 EN \ 


1 5 
PO POO to obſerve, that there. yet remains; 


n. in our ſenate ſo much diſcernment as to diſtinguiſh pl 
| truth from the maſt artfully e g ctium ; fo much ir- 


tue a8 to preſerue the real s of our cauntry from 
e. the ill effscts of idle ſpeculation; and that, aſter the ut 
yer moſt exertion of b rhetoric and ſpecious declama- 
ice Wl tion, to deftroy rights which it was the duty of: 
er- parliament to protect, an? hundred and fiuty- bree Nee . 
de, were found to oppoſe eigbty· eigbi vijfionariese. 
Tis Upon this occafion:one cannot avoid mating the con- 
di- traſt between the preſent temper of the Houſe of Com- 
9 mons, and that of former times, when the influence of 
the Miniſter was able to carry into effect any fauourite ſcheme, 
ch towever abſurd and Lee de of the rights of the nation 3 
part when the means uſed to remedy an evil were more gtier- 
reat ous than the evil itſelf; — dai 3 
Ma ere oppreſſed for the convenience of the fem 3 and'whens 
and every thing he dictated was: ſu ſpeedily paſſed into a law, 
Ichs it required more trouble to explain, amend, or r6-! Se 
Hos peak his blundering Hatutes, than to malte them 
ves, . This viſionary ** dangerous policy z this fondneſs for 
t the imovätion and experiment, ſubverſiwe of old and well 
N founded eſtabliſhments; this faſhionable trick of railing a 
, ame upon the ignorance, folly, or ſelf-intereſt af man- 
lind, have been productive of all the late calamities of 
this nation. This f "of ſtate· has occaſion- 
el the ſeparation of the major part of our colonies, the. 
diminution of the revenue, and encreafe of our debts, to 
ſuch a degree, that ſtateſmen have deſcended to the tithing 
ern Of aj and cn. Theſe flagrant proofs of levit 7 
* Whit inco iſteney had degraded us in the political feale of 
oapire, co a ſtate the moſt deſpieable and humiliating: +; 
20 3 when, through a ear ag of aer 8 
ejo! ae beginning to emerge | 
ity if ee, genf of our paſt Naar relapſe into errors no leſa 
hy tal to the nation? ànd, negleAling the 1 of our 
it ſ al ave country, e our humanity to diſtant regions, 
f their anton! laerifici at the fhrine of humanity, property 
ſound acquire by the 1 r of our fellow citizens, to gratify, 
Fincas t the 0 4 2 -remains of that commerce which - 
larly pur = alchym hath yet left us, an pretendek 
—_ ene vol rx} rk to Britons, ng Gy no 3 wo. 


6 thoſs who ws e he N of than the 


* 
* : 


7 26 * 
r 8 to the ee of 8 to which 


they are immolated! -- ! "SP" ſay 
1 > lia the flame of e kindled- -by hen aboli- 45 
tioniſts, be ſmothered for the preſent, we have little rea- 15 b 
ſon to expect its ſpeedy; extinftion.' One of the moſt 44 
active of their leaders, the friend of Thomas Paine, pro- 4 
feſſes that he cannot be happy While ſuch a multitude of 4 
his fellow creatures are miſerable; and declares he will B 
exert himſelf in the cauſt of humanityß to the lateſt period 4 2 
of his life. The man of the people; too, has pledged him- 4 A 
ſelf to aſſiſt the Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to bim in the good 4 # 
work. | 'This:redoubtable coalition has animated the droop- 412 
ing ſpirits of the Oi Jewry Aub; who, L obſerve by your jk 45 
paper of yeſterday, are rallyin their forces to renew the 0 75 
attack; in hopes that a more fortunate campaign will en- « th, 
able them, at ſeaſt to fap 4 the fortreſy en may could not Af 
carry by ſtarm. 4 (0110 e e eee att) fon 5 
Be it my taſk to nel che motions 80 the den : 10 
to delingate ſome of their moſt conſpicudus characters, and 


 develope their:deligns, detect their milcereſentaions, and s 10 


coufũte their falſehoods. ny} 
But having alread nde! this letter to 800 4E 
| length: for diurnal publication, 1 n proſecute the ſubject WW .. GE 
in a 8 e "DETECTOR. f fits 
25 ieee * 1055 4 } 9 155 . 8 ö 4 B 

93 ef fot "LE: D * E, * U. 115 5 115 

Rin 1 555 42 3 5 Rs. 
18.1 ee ee the regulatity « the TT s 1155 
Which I purpoſe, from time ta time, to lay before the . 1 
public by means of, your paper, I ſcruple not to adapt t = 
tem to the preſſure of the moment, by taking under con-W a Fe el 
nderation ſuch: temporary: matter as. 5 immediate mes 
| 15 animadverſion. ks Jo 1 
Of this kind is th Bil, publiſhed, in your: Paper of 8 .. We 
Monday, and now before the. Houſe of Commons, for in- 1 
corporating certain perſons. under the- PAM" ag the Sai e ca i 
Grarge's- na. Fi « N;., 
Ahe aboli 34 having den they thought, « ], 125 

antihilating a valuable commerce, prematurely throw off. 550 

me maſk, and petition Parliament to allow' them to rea. dei 5 


| | he fruits of their labours. I N will not deal i in my 
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f:y thoſe hu 


« have.a ſlice of land, (only about 1000 ſquare miles] which 
u cannot be miſſed; eſpecially as the inhabitants have 
« deen ſo much thinned by the deteſtable Slave Merchants. 


4 We will thus have it in our power to explore the inte- 


« rior parts of Africa, and monopolizing its valuable 
4 productions. The conſent of the natives is of no 
« conſequence, nor is it material to enquire whether this 
« country has the ſmalleſt title to the ſovereignty of the 
« ſpot. wie aſk. - If we can but prevail on Parliament to 


« falctignt our encroachments, who. will dare to oppoſe: 


4 Haying- eſtabliſhed. ourſelves on this Continent, 


« what a. charming proſpect! India is nothing to it. 
« The troops of that country become too Ta and 
« the expence of going to war inſupportable. But in 


“ Africa, we can-make-alliances and ſet the natives at va- _ 
© riance upon very reaſonable terms:: a few beads, ſhells, - 


„ and looking-glaſſes, will do the buſineſs. The thing is 


4 plain. If the Captain of 4 Slave Ship, as we have made 


« the people believe, can ſet the natives by the ears 10 
procure a cargo of Slaves, ſurely we, by means of our. 
„ capital of 500,0001. can do it more effectually to pro- 
« Hees, &c. become our o.] n. 


4 1 " he 4 4.2 * 


* 


„ ͤ „ / LETS 2 P . : b 
* cure aud? and if land, the gold mines, the ivory, the 


« pectations, we ſhall, at leaſt; enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
( 1%” OM l So ES ; "©; envy . 3 F3+) k SP" 
« the dog in the manger, b the interdiction of all thoſe 


by 


© who are in the ſecret will detive conſiderable advantage. 


« exen from jts downfall; fot having Area, wund up 
* the enthuſiaſm of the people to a proper pitch; By the 
„ facinating picture we have drawn of an. interior com- 


© merce with Aftica, we will eaſily obtain ſubſcriptions 


* from. all quarters. Our joint ſtock” being thus com- 


© raiſe an army, take poſſeſſion of our new acquired 
' (nile; and carry all before us: = 
> * Our agents ſhall be inſtructed to tranſmit to Eng- 
y land the moſt flattering accounts of the new colony, 
; ompanied with 2 fen faniples of the rich conimod- | 
i dies of the connitry. * This will inflame the deſire. of the 
publie to participate in ſuch a lucrative trade, and of 
ff. oem ca 1m, 90 5 by courſe 


! 


mane. Gentlemen, * but we ſhall be glad to 


© Bar i tis exciſe ade ould rot anfier our ex 


ho will not become ſubſcribers. Should the pfeſent 
* turn gut in the end to be another South-Sea ſcbeme, we - 


1 we will fit out a fleet, employ a ſet of crimps 


ire of the 


2 


Es Aigen 1 mone of of that Srandee to which | bo 


= are immolated 7 D TE” W 5 

Although the flame of Sicht indie wut hes bbll by, 
ttioniſts, be ſmothered for the preſent, we have little rea. 10 8 
ſon to expect its ſpeedy: Cons a Om of the moſt | 40 
active of their leaders, the friend of Thomas Paine, pro- 4 
feſſes that he cannot! be happ PPy white ſuch a multitude of Wi ; 
his fellow creatures are © miſerable, and declares he will . 
,exert himſelf in the cauſe of humanity to the lateſt period Wn 
of his life. The man of the cox tube too, has pledged him- 8 
ſelf to aſſiſt the Hon. aden e e to bim in the good 4 
work. This redeubtable coalition has animated the droop-: Wil . la 
ing ſpirits of the Ol : Ferry Club; who, L obſerve by your 4 3 
paper of yeſterday, Are Ying] their forces to renew the 4 Th 
attack; in hopes that a more nate campaign will en- « the 


able them, atleaſt to ſap the fortreſs Legs mo could not « AF 
n by ſtarm. 7} "(7 io pew W- 149) « rjar 


Be it my taſk to wach ihe motions 5. the dee 4 and 
to ee ſome of their moſt conſpicudus characters, 4 x a 
develope their deſigns, detect their e and WY , oy 
confute their falſehoods. 4 18 


But having already Nane ne this letter to Giſfcien 42 
length for diurnal pi Rn: - TO proſecute the ſubje& WW „ <P! 

| in a ee See 1 Toys ; e "DETECTOR. « fie 
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wy A'S Ia e folicitons-about the al of he ect . 1 { 
which I purpoſe, from time to time, to lay before tte f u 0 : 
public by means of, your paper, I ſcruple not to adapt . 11 
them to the preſſure of the moment, by taking under con · , 75 er 
fderation« ſuch: temporary matter as 9 immediate me 
animadverſion- 8 6 19 SEO 10 0775 « 115 8 
Of this kind is the Bill, publiſhed, in your . of 8 ... ö 0 
Ming, and now before the: Houſe of Commons, for in-. "a . 
85 3 certain A under che name of Mia: Sai. con 0 
. . (Frarge Lompan n 2 « Oc. 
„ g's aboliti iy Having n they thought, 1 

äntühilating a valuable er ae prematur throw of 3 
me maſk, and petition Parliament to allo them to reap 1 0 
5 ws fruits of their labours. « We Wot deal i in ny 1 pubs 

EG] 1 B 

, 4 - - 


| 1; $1 | | 
bo toſs Hans, 3 « but we halt: hes bi to 


« been! 75 much thinned by the deteſtable Slave Merchants. 


© what a. charming proſpect! India is nothing to it. 
« The troops of that country become too knowing, and 
« the expence of going to war inſupportable. ut in 


wy Africa, we can-make-alliances and {et the natives at va- 
© riance upon very reaſonable terms: a few beads, ſhells, - 


* and looking-glaſſes, will do the buſineſs. The thing is 


* plain. If the Captzin of a Slave Ship, as we have made : 


5 ' the people believe, can ſet he natives by the ears to 

* procure a cargo of 8 
« capital of $06,008. kan do it more effectually to pro- 
« cure land - and if land, the y old” mines, the. Tory, the 

® een, Ke. become our oO Ww. 

« But if this light trade. ſhould not anſwer our ex- 
« peRations, | we ſhall, at léaſt, enjoy the fatisfattion' of 
* the dog in the manger, by the interdiftion of all thoſe 
4 who will not become ſubſcribers. Should the pfeſent 
« turn gut in the end to be another South Sea ſcheme, we - 
© who are in the ſocret will derive conſiderable advantag: 
Leyen from its downfall; for having altead) woilnd us 


© the enthuſiaſm of the people to a roper pitch; by the 
(« e ed picture we have drawn of an. interior S m. 


ce. Africa, we will eafily obtain ſubſcriptions | 

" from all quarters. Our joint ſtock” being thus com- 
, „ pleted we will fit out a fleet, employ a ſet of crimps. , 
'to raiſe” an army, take. poſſeſion of our riew Acquired. 

0 domini nions, and carry all before us bo 

„Out agents ſhall be inſtructed to tranſmit to "mA 
* and” the moſt flattering accounts of the new colony, 


© merce 


tes of the country. This will inflame the deſire. of the. 
| POOL © to TOTO in ſuch a lucrative I and of 
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« 1 — a ſlice of land, (only about 1000 ſquare miles) which 
Kc. af wiel 5 x 8 5170 as the inhabitants have 


« We will thus have it in our power to explore the inte- 
« rior parts of Africa, and monopolizing its valuable ws 

| « productions. The conſent of the natives is of ns 

« conſequence; nor is ĩt material to enquire whether this 

« country has the ſmalleſt title to the overeignty of the _ 

« ſpot we ale. If we can but prevail on Parliament to. 
« fallctign dur encroachments,, who will dare to oppoſe 

4 Haring eſtabliſhed ourſelves « on. this Continent, | 


1 ſurely we, > BY means of our 


Wn in with a few ſamples of the rich n, 9 


: * 
<% 


e will _eodigiedly 1 nile de 1 of our bock 


tw), 


C and when the bubble becomes, by theſe means, inflated 


« to its utmoſt firetch, and ready to burſt, we will artfully 
« ſell out, and let Joan: Burr repent ol bis folly and 


3 e e ,, 7 95 2 eG. 


If any of my readers eee this to be a fanciful de- 
ſcription of the views of the innovators, I en, 05 them 
conſider, that things which have been, m * The 


continent of Africa is certainly an obj Jeſt ee 


not inferior to the South Sea, or the River Mi 


- en and 
nobody can deny that the preſent age abounds abit 
aries, no leſs romantic, though pern = inferior to ab ties 
0 4 Knienr or a e Ny by 
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I was OE, to expe ect UT Hh a, "EUR 


which have marſhalled themſelves under the banner of 


: General Sharpe, ſhould pour forth their acknowledgments 


to the illuſtrious aſſertors of 4 Bz1'risn Juſtice and huma- 
= 1 to the Ola Zewry Club for this diſtinction, 
for I di 

ticularly to the . pigmy champion with a ou Ing name, 
who, I find, alſo, 155 i 
and pious NADAL Univerſity. It ſeems more difficult 


: to account for the . beſtowed on him by a 
Briſtol, Writer, Aber . wp 

_ - qualifying the Ty of burning in effigy, b 

© beran triumph, ſays, ce he is authorized 8 5 e pub- 


ignature of Yerax, who after 
hin: it ple 


« lic, that in no city in Great Britain is Mr. Wilberforce 


more highly reſpected than in Briſtol, even by tho 


ec who have not been able to think with him on the late 
very important queſtion,” be city of Briſtol, to be 


- ſure, is extremely obli oo to this gentleman, for having 
| 83 1 en 


2 ex ae wines 55 the i in⸗ 
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+7 The « proj of t the Himes ebene. 


id not know that theſe virtues. were local) and par. 
$ been dubbed I. L. D. by a learned 


ſcendin rſonalities; 


kad 'of fellin ing. 4 dic to the Iriſh, Parks: 


Vetus, $ veneration proceeds from the ſame motive which 
is aſcribed to certain Hagan, who are aid to worſhip the 
Devil ; 


preten 27 adyocates for humanity has been ſo outrageous, 
that it becomes neceſſary to retort” the illiberal char 
which they have made, articularly as well as abi hy 


againſt the e gentlemen v who have ſtood forth to. oppoſe their 1 


novel and pernicious {ſpec ulations. ” Ys 


In the infancy of this m (chjeyous purſuit, bur reformers . 
were at 3 oſs for materials to work upon, till they found 
ting before the public tribunal the men wo 
had been 12 gaged in that commerce which they were 

OY. They condemned by the lump, and in 


means 10 DI 


about CA 
the moſt opprobricus and; virulent terms, the trade and 


the traders ; 3. but inftead. of. producing ptoofs of the 


wed ged - enormities, the parties aſperſed and vilified . 
led upon to diſprove the 2 that had been 


brought againſt. them by their calumniators; and their 
views were promoted by. the moderate and candid, who 
wihed for information on a ſubject fo little underſtood. 
In compliance. With, this ith, and in vindication of 
their injured honour, a number of gentlemen, conſiſtin 
of the African Committee, the Governors: of Forts, ih, 
Maljerk of Ships, were examined, firſt by the Privy 
Council, and afterwards by A Committee of. the Houſe of 
Commons, and their teſtimony was corroborated by that 
of many eminent naval and military. officers, together with 
the moſt intelligent Weſt India merchants and planters. 70 
To this body of evidence was oppoſed that of certain 
perſons, the reſpectability ity and good intentions of ſome of 
whom I will not call in queſtion ; but it is notorious, that 
a conſiderable number. 2 them were procured, and ſome 
of them are now ſubſiſted, by means of ſubſcriptions col- 
1 . the Rev, Mc, . ane his.coadjutors of the. Old 


Fre rom "the acknowled zment of the candour of his oppo- i 


nents made by Mir. Wi Iberforce i in the introduction to his 
ane. windel peech, one would have been led to preſume 
be would have paid a little more reſpect to their e 


but Eating Was r in his oration. Their pri- 
© 4 | vate 


Ly the proſecution of m my alk, taſk, I willed” to avoid de: 
ut the conduct of ſome of the 
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0 24 By this criterion. we are. En V leg to 
ber 


: al al 8 but e 


1 we need only adyert tq w 
the Who, 12 A 0 were better treated than thoſe of 


vate 8 1 as b. he does Hat ela? 15 aſſert 
that they. are ſurrounded. with an A/rican atmoſphere, and 
have an African logic gy to themſelves. 4 may be 
retorted with equal force, that the partizans of abel 
are encompaſſed with a Method: iflical atmiſphere, and have 


a logic and caſu;ftry no leſs. charaQegiſtic ; ; well calculate 
. 17 gle and cal or Meefßea A e in an en. 


lightened aſſembly. 


6 ju dge of Mr, WI. 
ces 40 ſpeech---2 turgid, Yerboſe,” incohe- 


” rent rha ge 7---deficient 1 in every requiſite neceſſary for 2 
: ae e 1 = remarkab] le only for. its prolixity, 


e ſpeech. of Mr. V Mag tv was etter Eönnecdec 
155 marked With prejudice, ca⸗ 

umny, oe falſchood,” 8 make ke good the latter charge, 
what he lays of the flaves of anti- 


* 
. 
„ 


„ 


eſt I In dies.” 5 4 ſhall in a 1 8 5 letter produce the 
molt authentic proof from hiſtory, of the contraty. At 
reſent. I ſhall only take notice "what fell from Him re, 
a. the connection between the African and Faſt- In- 
| On this ſubj ect, he Aid, ee that we exported 


ia 


«to Africa one. half of all che f 1 which we ex- 


which AN an 


ec ported to alt” the W an 7 felt 
& 1 0 Nl deute 1 the K Indies. 


« 4 N 5 1 5 Mien expo 


what an annug) y to "Afrc 
ce” 1 300,000 Ibs. of gunpowder. 


or the Ike's of Peace 


. "a civiliz. tion on che Coaſt!? 


The fact 185 "the African merchant | takes from the In- 
dia warchout . Up goods, dd and other articles, 
to the amount of near 200 685 puallyz and as to the 


' made of gunpowder = Suns, every body conver- 


fant with the trade knows, that the major part of thoſe 
articles : are employed at Hltivats and Farkirale'? J and as 2 


1 proof that very little gunpowder is made ue of in war, it 
is certain that ball makes no part of any African cargo; 


nor has all the adverſe evidence been able to _ an 
you 5 a s being ee 8 9 8 with I e ſhok 
Youn 4 5 05 2 
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Let 
It bk 
peace 1 
deſigns 
ſpeciou 
nature 
birther 


BY int 


3 5 Þ or 1 | | 1 
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1 he 5 . I Lang 1. 
Fro ag: ici ary frightful Kories E which 
the indüſtry ef Parſon Oder had furniſhed the Com- 
| mittee of the *Houſg' of n Meri Smith ee 5 
one, the recital of which produced a laugh at his expenee. 
« [envy not,” 85 Lg Sentlemap, wich a farcaſtic/ prin, 
4 tlie Nea Sof tho ho cam laugh at ſueh 4 ſtory. - 
It was ny, Hugh of indignation,” at his ſupprefiion of the 
circumſtances Which 5 "deflto yed its: credibility.” -- 9 
An abridgement of the Wien Nd been prepared and 
diſperſed among the Members; and the ſtory now allud- 
- 17 Low been mutilated and made fit for Mr. Smith's | 
A child was faid to have talen all, and! would 


1 J upon-which alte Captain” flogged: and otherwiſs == 


treated It With the moſt" ſavage” derber | Among othen 
puniſhmepts, which. appear by the original evidence to 
haye been inflicted, but which have beef ſuppreſſed in the 
e and in Mr. Smith's ſpeech, à log of wood 
of 1 ps ght was ſul 7 nee 46 its neck, An unlack7 
quettion happened to be ons of the members of 
* ee hie evidence Who related this horrible 
How old was the ch Td He was anfwered; 
"he ma months. 2206 Did the” Captain prevent it from 
ſueki ing the niothe 1 80 * N 5 he Eau ths oneo raged it 
| to fuck, 5575 wh 7 1 5 RY TY - s Ta > 2 
Similar exaggera 1 ated 20 incredible Rede Pabel 
11 by Hoe Various declaimers who have eſpouſed the 
cauſe of 5 and Humanity exuſe which has united 
our molt diſtinguiſhed orators on both ſides of the Houle, 
nd engaged 90 85 t diſplay their vloquence in behalf of 
their ſuffering Naka pt Bae the minor orators, as was 
obſerved! by Ar: Dra rake--»the dwarfſs--<the pi mies have, 
upon this. Seiden, pleaded with effeck; and wg. Fe 7 ; 
Britons have triumphed over the rights of Men. f 
Let not this temporary victory put us off our guard. 
It hehoves every true patriot, & very real friend of . a 
peace and good government, to detect and fruſtrate the 
deſigns of the demagogues and levellers, Who, under the 
ſpectous pretext of exalting the) degraded part of human 
nature to that rank and dignity to which it is entitled by 
birth-right, are-endeavaring to overturn the conſtitution, - 
and Intqoduce e 1. N with all their end 


0 
1 


- —— — — . ]«§«ß«§«ðrð— ,, 
Vis EAI EI FI REAC. — — „„ — 
* 9 FN nn 
*% e 1 
ph. 1 
1 bo 


— —I — — 2 —— 2 * — 
> — * L Y PTE 0 I, 3 
Ds RL WET wen Lat; * 2 * * 5 
- F - -* 
4 : * 
* 2 * 5 
1 ! 
2 * 
— * 


* 


, * 
- 2 Y D * 
Ao 
* « + 


— 


„ 


attendants. The Helen 1 is 1 an underplot, 
in which a Parſon is both Manager and princi Actor 
the Jack Cade of the day---who i Is. pre 


ed people of theſs. realms to ahet the 8 of che reſt. 


8 — turbulent, characters, who. * .the curſe of this 


2 5 . the " Lats debe ates. 9 Houſe of 
mons have een inſin 


ental in awakening the vi 15 


w» 48 
3-4 


| Jancs. of patriots. F The alarm of Treaſon is . 


it ours to prevent the threatensd wee 2 hunting 
down the conſpirators, however dignified, .who have ih 
| been meditating projects big Wen * ny in of, their coun- 


In confidence that this will Qed by others, 

5 particular duty it is to e repole. of the 
nation, I ſhall now, ee <P >:quote a few 
paſſages from hiſtory, to ſheu how: es wers treated by 


wile * 2 ren n- en 1 the Tax. "called. Metoion, 


£2 * the delinquent Was 1 — by Fr ax-maſters, carried 
. de market, and expoſed to A by the Bbaletai, Which | 


% were Reveriue-officers. -.T he : iloſopher . enoCrates 
 *. underwent this fate; hut Was: 80 me 17 , 
1 Fenrrus., 4 Cots aint Dies? 

The ſecond fort, of, ſery nts) were wholly. in the 
1 power of their Lords, who had as god title to them 
te as their lands and Eſtates, of which they were eſteemed 


tt a part. 3 were employed in, the worſt and moſt 


, wretched drud geries zrurpin Ned=nrd atEne--ſtar yed--- 
e tormented---without-. appeal - to. Aae Powers P and 
5 wunden even With death. 1 5 N Me: 


e Slaves Were not permitted to communicate at the 


*% worſhip of the Deities, being accounted prophane.”--- 
Their education, was quite different from that of 
* free: born children - they were taught in the ſame 
way they uſed to tame wild beaſts, amel ſtripes and 
* the eruclelt feverityhrmncd.. niece 1-un 
Sometimes they were rack d upon the wheel, to ex. 


0 tort a confeſſion, when ſuſpected to have Benn ee 


4 to any villainous deſign. - LES 
e The common. way of correAing.. the Was to 
e ſcqurge them with whips---if'a.glutton, his Bi muſt 
* Wrath A ee, his a __ RAP. * 7 


6 The 


$6 11 Wee « 


Fr. 
* I N 
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3 10 93 1 „ 
«This a n way of ftigmariz zing, v was by ven ag th the 
4 member with a red-hot iron - | P 


.  ©-- This was the condition of Slaves in Athens, which, 


« though. deplorable enough, yet, if compared with' * 


as « of their fellow ſufferers in other cities, it ſeems eaſy, at 
A tolerable . 

> Tn Brea che ereund wht alled; ne ey 
5. by « trades mana ed by the Helots, whilſt their maſters, 
2; « gentlemen· like, ſpent their tims in dancing, feaſting, 
s 6 * huntin but the being condemned to ſuch 
8 « drudgeries for life; had been ſupportable, had not they 
45 « alſo been treated in the moſt barbarous manner, abuſed 
* 4 beyond the patience of men, and often murdered with- 


« out having committed any fault, and without any ſhew 


„ 

* At Athens they had feveral places i in i the Forum, | 
ot @ for the ſale of Slaves — ea 

ied The Chians are pos to have bee his firlt 


4 ed for commodities.---Homer's Heroes are ſaid to have - 

« exchanged' their Captives for proviſions. --- 
Cato, when his ſervants grew old and. unſt 

© for labour, though, they had been faithful and had. 
© ſpent their youth ery Cary in labouring for him, 


80 4 would not be at the N of maintaining them, but 
noſt Me them aways or let them ſtarve in his own he - 
: 2 mi py.” . N 

5 Numderleſs ether Was might! "he: — 1 


hiſtory, of the deplorable ſituation . of Slaves among the 
Greeks and Romans, "compariſon more wretched 
than in the Sugar Colonies. | What then are we to think 
of the barefaced aſſertion of Mr. Smith, made in the face 


kf of the Houſe of Commons that their ſituation was 
i much more comfottable- among the Aneients 3---that'they | 
Te were treated as Jamili. ares, &c. when he muſt have 
er⸗ 15 ave he Lid bimſelf een, to detecien b by every 
-bo 

11 Lam 2 ready to! condeatet de e yſtematical | 
to practice of the Ancients, as the particular inſtances” af 
agg cruelty which may havebeen perpetratedby ſome individuals 
t. mong the Moderns. Büt in taking a review of the cn 
The duct of either, facts ought to be adhered to, and the frailt 


15 Tate" nature to * 8 gn 10.0 Every 25 


ay 


« that gave money for them; before they were exchang- | 
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Ha b e A: 1 of perfe ion i is deſurable 3 br wo 
are not to do evil that good may comè of it; nor riſk the 


ceace and ſafety of a pooplo for, 3h fake of indulging a 
ede „% 

I purpoſe, in my gert; to give: you. my. ſemtiments on 
the monopoly attempted by thoſe who. 85 e the 


e gt . „„ 


5 LEFTER V. NE 
5 5 NDER hs pretext 95 eſtablithing A 2 I: 55 | 


ecommerce from this countr with the weſtern coaſt 
of Alrica, and with the interior kingdoms of that conti- 
nent, 4 company is propofed, unlimited in. its duration, 
| exc] uſive as to its poſieſfions, and territorial in its chief 
ect; with indefinite powers over the whole tract ſpe- 
Cited in their bill, and over the rivers; creeks, bays, 5 
harbours connected with it; and conſequently to have and 
to hold a complete controul over, and monoply of, the 
trade, culture, and produce: of the. Feniofula of Sierra 


Leone. 18 
"this advantage 


But the Pay of the "requiſition, an 
which individuals may expect to derive from: it, can never 
juſtify ſuch an unprecedented and extraordinary grant; for, 

1ſt. The Law Officers of the Crown do not appear to 
buy been conſulted upon the legal proviſions that may be 

a for ſecuring to the Britiſh empire inge due ad- 
| 2 (if wy) of à Britiſh: colony in Africa; nor does 

1 bill itſelf offer any. regulations. on this ſubject, or pro- 
poſe any plan reſpe&ng its civil or military government. 

and. The important privileges belonging to a Britiſh 
colony. are likely to be abuſed; and its correſponding. du- 
|  -ties to be ill fulfilled, eſpecially with regard to — 58 55 f 

in the ſituation referred to; where: no. eftabliſhment of a 
cuſtom-houſe ; appears to be provided for. 

d. The rights of citinenſhip, and many other critical 
ances. in à ſituation ſo. 2 as that of this 
- Peninſula, hape been left equally unnoticed 

Ath. A ſettlement. upon the Fe pro FE in che bill 
. might, by an unfair and un a ed intruſion of rival peo 5 
25 N that Brent: principle of. as monopoly, 


9 


| country and its 5 Tg ry: vs Berk Oe Fady 
3 unde, and by Which alone 
ſo EN 


the advantage of Great Britain, The opi- 
cally expreſſed. by excluding from the ritiſh market, 
except” on payment of the higheſt foreig min ſugars 
| roming* from the Ameritan continent, raiſed b 

Britiſh ſubjects on their plantations on the Mu quito ſhore: - 


| tare, reſpecting rice and tobacco, whilſt the American cc. 
| lonies were connected with this country. * 


that port is the only one in a range of no lefs than 1600 
miles of fea coaſt. The merg purpoſes of trade with the 
natives of Africa, dd not require ſuch extraordinary ad- 
| vantages, ſince a very ſmall ſpot of land is ſufficient fot 
the erection of a factory and m zines; and che utility 
of a port does not requite what i It ould be made e 
| but only concurrent.” 

rial objects moſt inevitably divert the capital of 
the e comp ny from the purſuit of which is its ayow- 
| ed object; unleſs it be ſuppoſed that the ſoil is to remain 
dormant i I their Hands, or that they expect to derive a 
benefit by ſelling or letting it out to individus i adventurers: 
To which benefit however, if the right of Great Britain 
w the territory in queſtion was ever to be eſtabliſhed, and 
which, can only be founded upon equi vocal negociations 
with the e natives, the public one, is In; ey 


| ratitled, | 5 3 
| | y teriſtic of. a chat compan 7 (hich. 


i the chief pretext of the preſent candidates for os is to 
create a capital joint ſtock on the one hand, and put li- 
mits to tlie e of the ſubſcribers, with — 
to the debts of the com y, on the other; and where. 


under wife governments, been the price of valuable con. 
iderttions gi iven for the fame, continued for a ſhort termi, 175 
and reſumable at pleaſure, if found unprofitable tothe 
realm; 5 or they were ee e as an incitement to hazar- 
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dnopolizes haye been ſuperadded; they have natural i 5 


eſe colonies have * 5 75 
bion of the le = row on this head; has been unequivos „ 


dimilar principles directed the proceedings of the le egiſla- : 


Arguments equally” cogent, may be urged for prevent- f | | | 
ing the Sf. George's Bay dr fe from har as, an ex3 +  .- 
tenfive_territory' and an excluſive port; eſpeciallytoo as 2 8 
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15 reſpecting the — « of 
with dou le force to a fettlement in Africa; the old colo- 
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oth UTC 5 4 Et 3s TOY | 
' to be 8 NT] is Frans no means the 0 80 the end | 
' inſtanice,' as a vigorous commerce is now, and has been 
= carried on in the parts in queſtion, conſequently the 
. company ſhould wave their: excluſive pretenſions, and ad- 


. 5 mit of concurrents, N 54; in regard of a fea port 
which nature ſeems to deſi 
KS”, otherwiſe, would be to contract and ſtifle a 


gn for a public pu . to 4 
which is 
rofeſſed in the bill to be © general in its nature, and high- 


7 beneficial to the manufact ries, and. other trading in. 


Ts Breſt of Great Britain. 


Whatever objections 20 have been entertained of late, 
colonies, ſuch objections extend 


nies are eſtabliſhments which have. e taken root, and 


5 tra 
” : 
* 


| « « ee s be TT" ws ar ki 
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of which it is now only neceflar; the fruits; 


are inſular, and . conſequently "cally det ended by the great 


bulwark of this empire, name! Tos navy; for the | {ap 
. __- reaſon alſo, they can.more eaſily be 3 
band; and the title by which. we Ot. them, is now 
BO univerſally recognized 
hand, the ſucceſs 'of e pro jetted: eſtabliſhment in Africa 
zs at beſt uncertain, eſpecially under the management of 
7 | peg ve company, an experiment which has already 


from contra 


foreign nations: on the other 


ed in that quarter of the World. The defence of it 


1 5 8 likewiſe, as being inland and extenſive, müſt alſo be difi- 


cult and burthenſome ; illicit trade from the fame cauſe 
may be eaſily carried on, and the 5 effects of the con 

1d is likely to be extended to other parts of the em- 
ire, ES with the new. ttlement ; - and laſtly, 
5 be Ty 


15 ee foreign powers wi 
5 oy a tran rantly injurious N their intereſts 
Aud claims, as contrary. to the tr r ſubſiſting 


with F Hes 4 mn A provides; c that its fab; 4 ſhall re- 


1 ; fort thereto e to the uſage which has een pre- 


vailed. 5 . 
Nee founders of the colony of Rhode inandi in \ North 
America, Core to have in view, * the godly edifying 
d of them Web together with the gaining over and con- 


5 7 « Phu 1 2 th 1 poor ignorant _ natives, whereby it was 


there gt 5 in time be laid a foundation of 
nd the beſt and greatef be 


"which 


nid tte + did t jaRtify, ſpecial wi } 
to our commercial law; 


F-- | be expected from- prog 1 5 of the. St. 
E ay fer, = co . 


een 


gh pied 35 e pt PN or will 
| find yery little difficulty in e this prohilb dition, 1 OO 
may be fendered md Aae, a river; here 5 3 
ſlaves may 'be bought, bold, hired or. employ ved at pleaſure ;. ' ns I 
and; the produce of their labour furniſh the © ol conſider -. 15 „3 
able Fare. of the exports, of the new coleny; Which may, 
| be the more eaſily. effected, as there is not a ſingle ponder „„ 
i annexed. to the breach of any one clauſe in the bill. -Þ 


ra- i my next I ſhal Sherk the channel of Jo paper, „ 

ow | communicate to 96 25 ome further remarks and in- 
her N n Ha. wie UDJEET, Es 5 e „ 
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on- ide views o the "inte ded 's A 


h zeally what they HITS in the preamble of 
f 5 lat of carrying on a general. trade 

"ecommerce wi ith the” ſeveral interior. countries: 

4 « Mic "which. bave not hitherto. been explored. by Eur, 


ting 0 ren leſs eligible ſituation than that of Sierra 
7 0 could ſcarcely haye been "pitched. upon; and the, 


very circumſtance. of having made choice. of it, is uff. 
cient to canvince any perſon that the eſtabliſhment of - 4 2 
from thence with the interior countries of Mea, th 
it be the 7 cannot 'be the Teal object of "the i intend 
ed co an inſpection of the map N 5 
the 8 Sierra r Mountains are nearl moſt promhi-._ 
nent point of the Weſtern Coaſt of Ae, And — — 
e river of Sierra Leone, nor any of its branches, can 
icended eyen in a [mal rowing boat WP miles from . 
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pk ſeventy or EI? Fart for 1000, miles, or up to Bara. 
| -* Conda. Tbither they may tranſport their merchandize by 
Water in the ſame veſſels that took them from England. 


It reſts with the would-be company toexplain why they 


have overlooked theſe. advantages, and given the preference 


to Sierra Leone; and it is incumbent on them to remove, 


es thoſe which they e,. 


f they the ſuſpicion that they have other objects in 


- 


ſterling) could ſcarcely be'employed in trading to che Fe- 
ninſula of Sierra Leone, perhaps not Immediately at the 
more ſuitable ſituation of Baracanda.. "But not to limit 
the induſtry of theſe gentlemen, other” fityations can be. 
pointed out, from whence they can carry an their approaches 
to the interior of Africa by water, far beyond any thing 


dence of James Morley, given before the Committee on 


' - that Sierra Leone offers them; for it appears by the evi 


or 400 miles up the river 
up the river Gabon. 
What has preceded: proves, 
the Peninſula of Sierra Leone is not the r 

© ation for the purpoſes avowed by the intem 
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So large a capital as they propoſe to inveſt (500,000. 


e 150, that he had been 300 


oyes, 1 hope, ſatisfactorily, that 
eone is not the moſt eligible ſitu- 
ded Company, 
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lates to thelr ven inten” 1 b (he now lle 
W A perſeverance in their preſent plan aaf inre a | 
with the intereſts and riches of others,” s 
The River. of Sierra Leone has always been a 4 
and 5 pen. © to all 1 8 nations trading to Aſfics and ie” 
W 48 and to the Americans: ng. The French 
ined b be Rigs of © 5 
. ary 12 
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b * 2 
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monopoly. granted. to. Ws St. Geer des 5 y Party „ 
8 only operate' againſt theit elo, lub 1 Woes wo 4 d 
Ae by our commercial riyals of every F 7 
be dere Leone is the only river in CY range of at leaſt F 
1680 miles of chat coaft, into which yeſſels exceeding tg 
fize of 2 long-bazt can efiter at all ſeaſons, without a A 
lot. This river from its advantagecus! fityation; the fa- 3 
city of its entrance, and the ſecurity of its hayens, . 
: fate aſylum in its commoadious bays to ſhips of every Ee 
though Teftitute of anchors and ca Ax conſequently” it „„ 
of the utmoſt "dns e not only to veſſels trading i W 
medlately th there, but to many others that require ei tler 
| repairs'or an occafional ſupply af wood, water, and pro- 
viſions, in their paſf ge $0 and 5 2 
_ of Africa. 9 pd * 15 for e 8 
rant therefore f e uſe, Prof | 
of as only ' ſhore” of - Sf to whi wart are F 
for a Tupply: of theſe neceſſaries, 5 be highly injuroun g 
to merchants trading to that part of Aﬀrjca" or. I „ 
the Sierra Leone be A large river, and is 10 or 12 miles,” #7 
vide at the mouth, yet the north ſhore is ſo ſhallow that 
ſhips cannot appronch it; the anchorage and depth of . 
ter requiſite for them is cloſe on that ſide only, Which is 1 
the obje&t of the St. George's Bay Company. A mono r 
poly, or excluſive grant of that ſhore, SSN either wholly ß 
kprive thoſe merchants who are not members of that 
company, of the ſupplies which they had been accuſtom- 2 
ed to pps there, or ſubject them to an additional ex- CV 
pence, b e them through the medium of the com _ 2 
pany, in che natives; and would exclude” our 
merchants From the advantageous trade which they have 
litherto carried on in the river Sierra Leone, and AS ms 
termediate country from thence to the river Camararica - 
inclufivel 5 and ſecure to the company a monopoly . 
dd trage e is e wy” in wank Gn 2. 
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ſent; era of reformations it has been gene. 


Till the 
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| tally allowed, that there are but two caſes where a maß 
poly or exeluſive company can be of any benefit to the 


- 


State; which are, 2 5 a new trade, or to revive ade. 
e petitioners. are endeayouring to 


* 


e a third: for they and their adherents have done, and 


aue doing, all.in their power to aboliſh a flouriſhing rade; 
| and haying in their opinion ſucceeded, come to Parltamen, 
Wich a petition to allow them to eſtabliſh an cxcluſre 
; Eompany on its ruins, But ſurely the legiſlature will not 

indulge ſuch an unreaſonable requeſt, eſpecially while they 


bave In remembrange the Old African Company, to whom 


dae nation thought it expedient te pay 11214 l. 55 . 
* them from bankruptey, and reſcue: the tra 


de from 


deſtruction, by agus. it open to al his Majeſty's ſubjects. 


4 Ih 8 Pen? 
25 kingdom of, Q 

therefore made: by any particular Viceroy can, by the 
_ uſage and policy, of Africa, bind hi 
tuity; nor can: 


ula of Sierra Leone is an appendage of the 
' dia, and 1 governed by a Viceroy EP? 


dia ; no alienation 


ing and Council of Qu 
u \frica,, bind his ſucceſſors in perpe- 
ity 3 nor can any ſale of the diſtrict in queſtion affec 
the rights of the King of Quoia,” The *purchaſe there- 


fore of this ſettlement for the Black Poor, made by Cap- 


ain Thompſon, of the Nautilus, from King Tom, the 
te Viceroy, muſt be invalid, as. well. for the reaſons 
bove tated, as becauſe King James, the. preſent Viceroy, 


having received. no ſhare of the price paid by Captain 


homplon, refuſes,;to, ratify this act of his predeceſſor, and 


them, and drove the reſt out of the country. 


N oy * A 


On the departure of Capt. Thompſon, the ſituation of 


1 


* — * 4 


the new coloniſts ſoon became extremely wretched; for 


inſtead of wi 


roving the advantages which the Britifh go- 
poſſeſſed them of, and turning their thoughts 


{ 
gx 


vernment b 


towards agriculture and other uſeful arts, they ſold the 


tools, ſtores, proviſions, and even muſkets that had been 


provided for them; nor were they ever, during their re- 


lidence at this ſettlement, at the pains to raiſe a ſufficient 


quantity of rice to ſubſiſt them for three months. In 


place of induſtry, their whole time and ſtudy was em- 


| 24/8 in purloining from one another, and holding Courts 


"7 


or ſettling diſputes, according to the code of laws that 


had been put into their hands by Mr, Granville Affe 
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Theſe litigations were generally productive of fraud ard 


| cer by which the more induſtrious were always the 
ſufferers 


ters: "nor were the evils confined to themſelves, but 


extended to the maſters and crews of veſſels, fome of 


whom they detained.on ſhore under various pretences, and 


, obliged to ranſom themſelv ES at a conſiderable expence. 


the whites and the natives, did this new colony live at tage 
arrival of the Pomona frigate, in November 1779, to 
whoſe commander, Captain Savage, they complained of 
the treatment they had received from King James and his 
people. This King James refuſing to come on board to 


| reply to the charges againſt him, a Lieutenant, with 2 


derſeant, a party of Marines, and a boat's crew armed, 


were ſent in queſt of him. He choſe to keep out of their 
| way, but on their return they were attacked by his peo- 


ple; Lieut. Duncan, the Serjeant, and one Private were 
killed, and ſeveral others wounded, before they could get 


on board. This affray did not better the ſituation of theſe 


new ſettlers, who now became extremely diſguſted with - 
their ſituation, but were utterly at a loſs where to ſeek re- 
ſuge. They could not look to Bence Ifland for protec- _. 
ton, having formerly broken into and robbed the factory 
tere. However, Mr. Bowie, the chief agent, endea- . 
youred. to mediate a peace between them and the natives; 
but King * les Was inexorable, and would allow them 
but three days to depart; and Mr. Bowie, to prevent 4 
firther effuſion of blood, ſent boats to take away the mi- 
lerable remains of the colony, which was reduced from 
near.500 to 87: perſons ; and betete Wis whole were em- 
barked, the natives ſet fire to the place and burnt it down, 
Having thus ſtated the deſtructive conſequence that at- 
tended the late ſettlement at Sierra Leone, it appears that 
the St. George's Bay Company are. aſking from Parlia- 


J WE IOW IT I PREY LETT 2 2:64 $1775) I LD 
ment the 17 of a territory, neither in the poſſeſſion of, 


nor ſubject to, the authority of the Britiſh government. 3 


That the natives, and perhaps the French, would, in all 
probability, feſiſt the encroachments of the new compa- 
ny, and reduce them to the neceſſity of making a ſettle- 


That this would occaſion ſuch a loſs of lives and pro- 


1 7 * 


perty, as could not be compenſated by any advantage ac- 


eruing t this country | from ſuch a ſettlement.” And, 5 
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olition f the Slave Tra 


- .* IN opening the nature of the Slaye Trade, I need i nd / 
only obſerve, 


ſhould hardly want ary urt 5 

would furniſh, by the moſt ſimple deductions. Facts, 
however, are now laid before the Houſe. A report has 
been made by his Majeſty's Privy Council which, I truſt 

e 
that it muſt be. What ſhould we ſuppoſe triuſt naturally 

| be the conſequence alen carrying on a Slave Trade wi 

a 


barbarous, but civilized in a very ſmall degree? Does 
any one ſuppoſe a Slave Trade would help their civiliza- 
tion? That Africa would profit by ſuch an intercourſe? 
Ts it not plain, that ſhe muſt 
zation muſt be checked; that h rb; 
muſt be made more barbarous; and that the happineſs of 


continent, juſt emerging from barbariſm, if a Trade in 
Mien is eftabliſhed---if her men are all converted into 
5 28 and become commodities that can be bartered, it 
and this too, at a period of civilization, when there is no 
protecting legiſlature] to defend this their only fort of 
property, in the ſame manner as the rights of property arc 
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that it is found, by experience, to be juſt and ſe; 


ſuch as every man, who uſes his reaſon, would infallibly WW tures 
_ conclude it to be. For my own part, ſo clearly am [ Africa 
_ - Convinced of the miſchiefs inſeparable. from it, that! very n 


further evidence than my own mind Barbef 
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every Gentleman has read, and which aſcertains the Slave 
Trade to be juſt ſuch in practice as we know, from theory, 


* 


Africa? With a country, vaſt in its extent, not utterly 


uffer from it? That civi- 
at her barbarous manners 


her millions of inhabitants muſt be prejudiced by her in- 
tercourſe with Britain? Does nat every one ſee, that 2 
Slave Trade, carried on atound her coaſts, muſt carry 
violence and deſolation to her very centre? That, in 3 


ollows, they muſt be ſubje& to ravage juſt as goods are; 


Py 
1 


aintained by the legillature of every civilized count, 


n- 


vide Dr. Spaarman's evidence before the Privy Council. 


% 


We fee then, in the nature of things, how eaſily all 
the practices of Africa are to be accounted for. Her 
kings. are never compelled to war, that we can hear of, 
by public principles,---by national glory---{till leſs by the 
love of their people. In Europe it is the extenſion of 
commerce, the maintenance of national honor, or ſome 
great public object, that is ever the motive to war with 
every monarch; but, in Africa, it is the perſonal avarice. 
and ſenſuality of their kings: theſe two vices of avarice 
and ſenſuality, (the moſt powerful and predominant in na- 
tures thus corrupt) we tempt, we ſtimulate in all theſe 
African Princes, and we depend upon theſe vices for the 
very maintenance of the Slave 'Erade. Does the king of 
Barbeflin want brandy*? He has only to ſend his troops, 
in the night-time, to burn and deſolate a village; the cap- 
tives will ſerve as commodities, that may be bartered with 
the Britiſh trader. What a ſtriking view of the wretch- 
ed ſtate of Africa does the tragedy of Calabar furniſh ! 
Two towns, formerly hoſtile, had ſettled their differences, 
and by an inter-marriage among their chiefs, had each 
pledged themſelves to peace; but the Trade in Slaves was 
prejudiced by ſuch pacifications, and-it became, therefore, 
the policy of our traders to renew the hoſtilities. This, 
they policy, was ſoon put in practice, and the ſcene of 
carnage which followed was ſuch, that it is better, perhaps, 
to refer Gentlemen to the Privy Council's Report, tha. 
to agitate their minds by dwelling on it. 3 

« The Slave Trade, in its very nature, is the ſource of 
ſuch kind of tragediès, nor has there been a ſingle perſon, 
amoſt, before the Privy Council, vrho does not add ſome- 
ting, by his teſtimony, to the maſs of evidence upon this 
point. Some, indeed, of theſe Gentlemen, and particu- 
larly the Delegates from Liverpool, have endeavoured to 
raſon down this plain principle; ſome have palliated it, 
ut there is not one, I believe, who does not, more or 
es, admit it. Some, nay moſt, I believe, have admitted _ 
tle Slave Trade to be the chief cauſe of wars in Africa. 


Mr. Penny d has called it the concurrent cauſe---ſome car 5 


O 5 4 fels 
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p Liverpool Delegate. „ a 


„„ 


feſs it to be ſemetimes the cauſe-; but argue, that it cannot 


often be ſo. Here I muſt make one obſervation, which, 


I hope, may be done, without offence to any one, and 
which I do, once for all, though it applies equally. to many 


other evidences upon this ſubject. I mean to lay it down, 


as my principle, that evidences, and eſpecially zntere/ted 


' evidences, are not to be the judges of the argument. In 


matters of fact, of which they ſpeak, I admit their com- 
petency; I mean not to ſuſpect their credibility, with 
reſpect to any thing they ſee or hear, or themſelves per- 
ſonally know; but, in reaſoning about cauſes and effects, 
hold them to be totally incompetent. So far, therefore, 
from ſubmitting to their concluſions, in this reſpect, I 
utterly diſcard them. I take their premiſes readily and 
fairly; but, upon theſe premiſes, I muſt judge for myſelf; 
and the Houſe, TI truſt---nay, I perfectly well know, will, 
in like manner judge for itſelf. Confident affertions, there- 
fore, not of facts, but of the ſuppoſed conſequences of facts, 
however preſſed by the Liverpool Delegates, or any other 


intereſted perſons, go for nothing in my eſtimation.“ 


Extract from Mr. Penny's Evidence, before the Lords of the 
— Committee of Guncil, chap. 24, Page 23d. 


Mr: Penny being aſked whether he did not conceive 


there would be fewer wars in this part of the country, it 


the profit of making Slaves was not one object to induce 
them to make war? replied; this may poſſibly be a con- 
current cauſe, but he never heard it avowed. Fear, am- 
bition, intereſt, and reſentment are ſuppoſed to be the 


cauſes. He rather conſiders the making Slaves as thc 


effect, though it may ſometimes be a concurrent cauſe, 
He is fully perſuaded this concurrent cauſe exiſted with 


equal force, previous to the European nations having any 


commerce with Guinea. Yet, he acknowledges at the 
preſent period, the articles of trade brought from Europe, 
conſtitute what the Africans moſt value. 

« But as wealth, or any ſuppoſed good that influences the 


minds of men, is undoubtedly comparative, he therefore 
infers, that the inferior manufaQtures of Africa, which it 


poſieſſed previous to its having any commerce with tis 
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Europeans (yhich inferior manufactures conſiſted of cot. 


ton and graſs cloth, and ornaments of gold and ivory) at 
that remote period when the Africans could not have an 


idea of any thing more perfect or deſireable, were certain- 
ly as much an incentive to rouſe them to war as the Eu- 
ropean commodities can poſſibly be now, when become 
common and familiar among them. J 
© There are alſo native Slaves in this country ; three 
fourths of the inhabitants are Slaves; domeſtic Slavery is 


very prevalent in this country, as well in the Mahometan 
| towns as in the Pagans. Theſe domeſtic Slaves are never 


ſold but for crimes. They are tried for their crimes ; 
and the number of Slaves is ſo great, that the government 
would be afraid of .committing any act of injuſtice, for 
fear of a revolt.“ e ee, og 
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